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VeriTAs eſt temporis filia quam parit aliquando unico nixu, aliquando diutius in partu 
laborat. Nova et inſolita ſæpe diſplicent primo aſpectu, quæ tamen ſecundæ cogita- 


tiones, vel ætas poſtera, ubi deferbuerint animi, rata habent, et rationi conſen- 


tanea. Hoc in nonnullis dogmatis experti ſumus, in aliis, opinor, experturi. 
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ſume the argument, by purſuing his original plan; which 
was, critically to examine the Hisrory of CatariON, as 


contained in the firſt chapters of Genefis; and by com- 


paring the ſeveral paſſages in that hiſtory, with the late 
improvements in natural philoſophy, to offer to the 


Publica NEW THE OR, not of the EARTH alone,” but 


of the 80L Ax, or PLANETARY SysTEM, on Moſaic prin- 
ciples, 


F or, as the Earth i is . a ſmall part of that aſſem- 
blage of globes, which conſtitute the planetary ſyſtem, 


and is itſelf a planet, it is natural to ſuppoſe, that the 


Earth i is coeval with the other bodies of the ſame ſyſtem. 


And as we cannot poſlibly conceive; of a planet, without 
a ſun; ; or of the uſe of a fun, but for the fake of one, 


at leaſt, or more planets, to roll about him; it is equally | 


natural to ſuppoſe, that all the bodies, in one and the 
ſame ſyſtem, were made at one and the ſame time. 


A 2 If, 


N couraged by the very favourable reception of a 
late Dialogue, in defence of the character and 
writings of Mos ns, the Author propoſes to re- 


4 . 


If, therefore, from the Moſaic hiſtory of creation, 

it can be made to appear, that this was the caſe in his 
ſyſtem, ſince the Earth ſtands in fo cloſe a connection 
with the other bodies, it cannot eafily be conceived, that 
a rational and philoſophical theory can be formed of the 
EARTH, unleſs we can frame a rational, conſiſtent, and 


n— ar of the SYSTEM to which It N 7 


. Pl 


A. with e, and many of he nden of * 
firſt chapters of Geneſis are not acquainted with his doc- 
trine, it will be neceſlary, for the uſe of ſuch perſons, 


to premiſe a brief deſcription of the planetary ſyſtem. 8 


This ſyſtem (in the words of Dr. Pemberton) is © diſ- 
poſed in the following manner. In the middle is 
placed the Sun. About him ſix globes continually 
« roll. Theſe are the primary planets; that which is 
e neareſt to the ſun is called Mercury, the next Venus, 
c next to this our Earth, the next beyond 1 is Mars, after 
« him Jupiter, and the outermoſt of all Saturn. Be- 
« ſides theſe, there are diſcovered in this ſyſtem, ten 
other bodies, which move about ſome of theſe pri- 
mary planets, in the ſame manner as they move round 
« the Sun. Theſe are called ſecondary planets. The 
« moſt conſpicuous of them is the Moon, which moves 
ec round our Earth; four bodies move in like manner 
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ce round Jupiter, and five round Saturn. Thoſe which 
0 
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move about Jupiter and Saturn are uſually called Sa- 
tellites, and cannot be ſeen without a teleſcope. Tt 
is not | impoſſible, but there may be more ſecondary 


planets beſides theſe, though our inſtruments have not 
yo diſcovered them,” | 
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| Now on the lac af the Moſaic account of creation, 


there manifeſtly. appear three principal parts of a plane- 


tary ſyſtem ; the Earth is expreſſed by name, and the two 
great lights of Mosss, can be no other than the Sun; and 


the Moon. Here then is a ſun, one primary, and one 


ſecondary planet. If, therefore, theſe three bodies can- 


not be conceived to be any parts of a planetary ſyſtem, 


but on the principles of Copernicus, thoſe principles (if 
Moſes be a conſiſtent writer) muſt be, either expreſſed in, 


or manifeſtly deducible from, the hiſtory of the creation, 
and formation of theſe bodies. 


For, if the ſyſtem of Copernicus ever had a beginning, 


(and Moſes has given an account of the beginning of 
ſuch a ſyſtem,) the principles of the ſyſtem of Copernicus 


muſt have been the ſame, on which the Moſaic was 
formed: or, in other words, the principles by which the 


Copernican ſubſiſts, are the ſame, on which the Moſaic 


was founded. 


There 
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6 PR E F A & KE. 
There is a noble paſſage in the poſthumous works of 
Lord Bol GBROR R“, © The hiflory of the Bible muſt 
« Rand on the bottom of its own authority, independently 
« of all other.” If this propoſition be ſtrictly and li- 
1 terally true, (as has been elſewhere demonſtrated *, 
3 let us apply it to the hiſtory of the creation, as contained 
3 in the firſt chapter of Geneſis, and it will run thus,---- 
« The hiſtory of creation muſt ſtand on the bottom of 
fits own authority, independently of all other,”---in- 
dependently of the authority of all critics, all commen-_ 5 
tators, Jewiſb and Cbriſtian, ancient and modern.-=- 
Let the hiſtory then ſpeak for itſelf. oY 
. 1 * Bolingbroke, Vol. II. p. 2117. 
1 Dee Moſes and Bolingbroke, p. 43, 44. 
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CHAPTER I. 

v GENESIS, Cnare. I. 
er. „ 

N the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void; and 
darkneſs was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit 

of God moved upon the Face of the waters. 

3. And God ſaid, Let there be light: and there was light. 

4. And God ſaw the light, that it was good: and God divided 

the light from the darkneſs. 

5. And God called the light, Day, and the ned he called Night: 

And the evening and the morning were the firſt day. 

6. And God ſaid, Let there be a firmament in the midſt of the 

waters; and let it divide the waters from the waters. 

0 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which 

were under the firmament, from the waters which were 

above the firmament : and it was ſo. 

8. And God called the firmament heaven: and the evening and 

the morning were the ſecond day. 


9. And God ſaid, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered 


. unto one e pace, ale let the dry land 244 and it 


\ * 
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10. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering 
together of the waters called he Seas: and Gad ſaw that it 
was good. 

13. And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

14. And God ſaid, Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heaven, to divide the day from the night : and let them be 
for ſigns, and for ſeaſons, and for 78 and years. 

15. And let them be for lights in the firmament of the Heaven, 
to give light upon the earth : and it was ſo. ; 


16. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule 


the Day, and the leſſer light to rule the night: the ſtars 
alſo. 


17. And God ſet them in the N of the heaven, to give 


light upon the earth, 


18. And to rule over the day, and oyer the night, and to divide 


the light from we ieee and God ſaw 1 it was 
good. | . 


19. And the evening r 85 morning were 198 fourth 65 


31. And God ſaw every thing that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And the ne and nin maening were 
the ſixth — - | 

Gard. 


E | Thus the heavens: end: the earth were finiſhed, and al the 
| hoſt of them. | 
4. Theſe are the generations of the Wannen nt of che earth, 
When they were created; in the ed that the Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens. 


From theſe. words. of Mo yes the cloning Propoltions may 
be fairly deduced. 


PRO. I. 

That the Moſaic creation is an hiſtorical account of the crea- 
tion, and formation, of the Solar, or Planetary Syſtem, excluſive 
of every other Being, or n of Beings, in the univerſe. 
PROP. 


ty LAH f LAND HARY OBS THM. 2 


P. OP. II. 
That by the heaven, or heavens, [chap. i. 1. and ii. 1 3 Moſes 


manifeſtly means the heavenly bodies ; ; which together with our 
Earth, e the Solar Syſtem. 


PROP. III. th 4 
That Shin Mo os 5 in the beginning God created the hi 
ven and the earth, he is to be underſtood to mean, that God, out 
of nothing made, or commanded into exiſtence the ſeveral maſſes 
of matter, of which thoſe heavenly bodies and this eth do conſiſt. 


PRO P. IV. 
That theſe ſeveral maſles of matter were, at their creation, in 


a chaotic ſtate ; each of them a diſtin& fluid chaos; without any 


form, except. what aroſe from that particular gravity, or tendency 
of their ſeveral particles to the centres of their reſpective maſſes, 


which the Creator ſeems to have impressed on Er at the be- 
ginning. i 2 


Por. nt. l (220%, | 
That 40 fins of the ak and the face af the waters, are "oy 
nymous expreſſions fe for the und: cri of theſe: chaotic maſſes. 


wk PRO. VI. 

That as his immenſe maſs of matter, of which the body of the 
ſun conſiſts, was, (by Prop. iv.) i in a chaotic ſtate, void of motion, 
light, and heat; darkneſs muſt neceſſarily have been upon its fluid 


ſurface; and conſequently, upon the fluid ſurfaces of der body 


in the Hlem. 
+ PRO p. vn. 


That the motion, impreſſed on theſe bodies, by the Spirit of 


God, Was of their fluid ſurfaces one; whilſt their e axes 
remained at reſt. a 


PRO P. VIII. 
That the moment theſe bodies were impreſſed with this motion, 


that carried them about their reſpective axes, the ſun became a 
a Lebe of fire: and there was light. 
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10 De MOSAIC THEORY of 


Prop, IX. 
That general, or univerſal gravity, did: not take place in our 
ſyſtem, till the fourth day. 


PRO P. X. 
That every planet, that rolls about our: ſun, was formed, in the: 
fame manner, as the earth was formed. 


% 


Theſe propoſitions contain the true principles of Moſes ; or the: 
general principles on which the Moſaic doctrine of creation is 
founded. For if Moſes be permitted to be his own interpreter,, 
(and every writer may juſtly demand this liberty) they naturally 
flow, from the Moſaic ſenſe and uſe of the words in his narration. 
Not that Maes. was acquainted: with theſe principles; or that he 
had any more knowledge of his own doctrine, than himſelf, or 
any other eminent prophets, had,, of their own prophecies (1). It. 
was. ſufficient for them to write, whether in the prophetic, or the 
hiſtoric, ſtyle, what they had in commiſſion to write. The. words, 
therefore, by which t deſcribes the beginning and the pro- 
greſs of the creation, are by: no means to be conſidered as the 
words of the writer, but of him, who appointed and inſpired him 
to write the book of, the Gene/is,. or the generations, of the: 
heavens and the earth. By the Moſaic ſenſe, then, and uſe of 
words, we muſt be underſtood. to mean, that. ſenſe, which diſ- 
covers itſelf in the writings of Moſes; which can be no other 
than the original, literal ſenſe, aſſixed to them by the Crea 
tor. For if on theſe general principles, of which Mo Nen by ſup- 
poſition was ignorant; or if from the above paſſages in Gengſit, 
the meaning of which the writer could not poſſibly underſtand, 
an eaſy, natural, and conſiſtent, ſcheme can be formed, of the 
creation of a planetary ſyſtem ; we ſhall have the higheſt demon- 
ſtrative evidence, that Moss was an inſpired writer; and, con- 


(1) 1 Pet. i, 10. 12. 


4 ſequently, 


the SOLAR or PLANETARY, SYSTEM. 11 


ſequently, that what we call the ſyſtem of Moszs, is in reality 
the.ſyſtem of the Creator. (1) This will appear in the follow- 
ing paraphraſe, in which the candid Reader will have a ſummary 


view of the Moſaic doctrine of creation, and its application to 
every body in the ſyſtem. 


TEXT. PARAPHRASE, 
3 1. 3 Gen. I. T 
In the beginning Go In the beginning of time, as time is 
3 heaven and meaſured to the inhabitants of this earth, 


and of every planet i in the ſyſtem, God 
created, or, from a ſtate of non-exiſtence 
L 
commanded into being, the heaven, the 
heavenly bodies, the ſun, the moan, ay 
2. And the earth was the other planets, &c. and the earth. 


without form, and void; . 
„ And as the earth, ſo every one of theſe Vi 


face of the deep: and the venly bodies, was without form and void; 
Spirit of God moved up- mere maſſes of matter; each of them a 
on the face of the waters. diſtinct, confuſed, fluid, chaos; and, as the 
immenſe maſs of matter, of which the 
body of the ſun conſiſts, was in a chaotic 

ſtate, void of motion, light, and heat, 
„ darkueſs Was neceſſarily pon the face of 


([.) The true notion of a SYSTEM, or the whole of the dodtrine, of Creation, i is 
to be learned from the material ſyſtem, to which we belong. Here, the ſun, with 
the earth, and every other body within the ſphere of the ſun's action, having (agree- 


ably to the reaſon of its expreſſive name) a mutual and regular dependence on each 


other, form .one complete Whole. Now, as it was the Creator alone, who could 
cauſe the feveral parts of this mighty Whole, to coNns1$T ; or, in the language of a 
prophet, as it was “ He, who laid the foundations of the earth, and whoſe right hand 
ſpanned [ſtretched out] the heavens ; that made them, when he called unto them, to 
STAND UP TOGETHER,” (Iſai. xlviii. 13.) If the ſeveral parts of the Moſaic doc- 


trine of creation, ſhall appear to have a matual and regular dependance on each 


other; and as truly to ConsIsT, and to form as complete and perfect a ſcheme of 
creatian, as the material ſyſtem is perfect and complete; it muſt neceſſarily have been 


we Creator alone, who could teach foes this doctrine of the generations of the 


heavens and of the earth, a 8 
B 2 | + N 
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12 
PARAPHRASE. 


the deep ; on the fluid ſurface, not only 
of the earth, but of every other planet, 


| &c. and of the ſun itſelf : and the Spirit 


of God moved, impreſſed a violent motion, 
upon the ſurface of the waters; the fluid 
ſurfaces of the earth, of every planet, 
and of the ſun itſelf. 


3. And, whilſt the Spirit of God was 
impreſſing this violent motion, upon the 
ſurfaces of the earth, and of the heaven- 
ly bodies, God ſaid, Let there be light - 
and the immenſe body of the ſun, inſtan- 
taneouſly became a globe of fire: and 
there was light. 


F Fr And God ſew the light that it was as good: 
that this globe of fire darted forth its 
rays of light, from every point of its ſtu- 


heat to every planet in the ſyſtem : and, 


by the motion of the earth, and every 
planet, about their reſpective axes, God 


divided, or, had divided, the ligbt A the 
darkneſs, on each of them. 


< had God ralhed the Highs; the tie of 


the continuance of the light, on every 
poſſible hemiſphere of the earth, and of 


every other planet, Day; and the dark-. 


neſs, the time of the ſun's abſence from 


. thoſe hemiſpheres, he called, Night. And 


' the evening and the morning were the firſt 


day, to every primary planet! in the ſyſtem. y 


6. And God ſaid, Let there bea  firmament, 
an expanſe, an atmoſphere, i in the midſt of 


2 the 
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„And God fad, Let 
chere be light; and there 
Was light. N 


4. And God ſaw the 


light that it was good; and 


and God divided the light 


pendous ſurface; miniſtring light and | from the dar kneſs. 


5. And God called the 
light, Day ; and the dark- 
neſs, he called Night : and 
the evening and the morn- 


ing were che firſt day. 


6. And God ſaid, Lee 
there be a firmament in 
the 


the SOLAR, 0 PLANETARY, SYSTEM. 13 


ET. 


the midſt of the waters; 


and let it divide the waters 
from the waters. 


7. And God made the 
and divided 


firmament, 
the waters iel were un- 


der the firmament, from 
the waters which were a- 


bove the firmament: and 
it Was ſo. 


8. And God called the 


firmament heaven: and 
the evening and the morn- 
ing were the ſecond RY: 


9. And God ſaid, Let 
the waters under the hea- 
ven be gathered together 
unto one place, and let the 
dry land appear: and it 
was ſo. 


. * * 
« 
— @# * 


(3) Pal. civ. 6. 


PARAPHRASE. 
the waters, that are upon the ſurface of 
the earth, and of every primary planet, 
and the waters, that by means of theſe 
atmoſpheres, will be raiſed and ſuſpend- 
ed above the waters, on their ſurfaces ; 
and let it, on each of them, divide the 


waters from the waters. 


7. And God made a Armament, an ex- 


panſe, an atmoſphere, to the earth, to 


every other planet, and comet; and, (as 
exhalations proceed from the ſurface of 


its body) to the ſun itſelf; and divided 


the waters, (or fluid matter) which were 


under the firmament, from the waters or 


fluid matter, which were above the fir ma- 
ment, on each of them: and it was ſo. 


8. And God called the firmament, the 


expanſe, the atmoſphere, of the earth, 


and of every primary planet, heaven : 
and the evening and the morning, on the 
earth, were the ſecond day. 


9. Aud, the earth being covered with 


the deep as with a garment, and the wa- 
ters ſtanding above the mountains, (1) 
the mountains muſt have been formed 


God ſaid, Let the 


under the waters (2); 
waters under the heaven, on the ſurface of 
the earth, and every primary planet, and 


the fluid matter, on the ſurface of the 


ſun, be gathered together unto one place, 


and let the dry land appear: and it was ſo. 


At "7 rebuke, thy command, they fled: 
(2) Job xxvi. 5. 
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at the voice of thy thunder, thy thunder- 

ing, thy commanding, voice, they haſted 

away. The mountains aſcend, and make 

room for the waters, to occupy the places 


deſerted by the riſing earth; the vallies 


deſcend unto the place, the one place, 
which thou haſt founded for them (1). 


10. And God called the dry land, on our 


globe, Earth ; and the gathering together, 
the collection, of the waters, that remained 
on the ſurface, after their ſeparation from 


the dry land, called he Seas. And God ſaw 
that it was good. 


13. And, on earth, the evening and the 
morning were the third day. 


14. And God ad, Let there be lights, 
ſet, placed, in the firmament of the heaven, 
of the earth, and of every primary planet, 
in ſuch a manner, as to divide the day from 
the night, of every poſſible hemiſphere, 


of the earth, and of every planet; and 


let them be for ſigns, and for diſtinguiſh- 


ing the yarious Jeafons, and for days, and 


| . 


15. And let them be for hghts in the 

' firmament of the heaven, of the earth, and 

of every primary planet, to give light up- 
on the earth, upon Jupiter, Saturn, &c. 
And it was Jo. 


16. And God had Abad made, for the 
carth, bo, for Jupiter, five, for Saturn, 
fix, 


(1) Pſal. civ. 77 8. 


vide the day 
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10, And Gad called che 


dry land, Earth; and the 


gathering together of the 
waters, called he Seas: 
and God ſaw that it was 
good. 


13. And the evening 


and the morning were the 


third day. 


14. And God ſaid, Let 
chen be lights in the firma- 
ment of the heaven, to di- 
from the 
night; and let them be for 
ſigns, and for ſeaſons, and 
for days, and years. 


15. And let them be for 
lights in the firmament of 
the heaven, to give light 


upon the earth: and it 
was ſo. 


16. And God made two 
great lights; the gh 
light 


. 
> 4 * 
10 9 7 
PS 2 29 . My * 6 
Ta ( e 
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light to rule the day, and 
the leſſer light to rule the 

night: the ſtars 46-wwle 
Age alſo, 


17. And God ſet them 


in the firmament of the 


heaven, to give light up- 
on the earth, 


+ 18. And to rule ever tie 


day, and over the night; 
and to divide the light 


from the darkneſs: and 


God ſaw that it was good. 


PAR APH RAS E. 
ſix, great Mhts; the greater hight, the fun, 


to rule, direct, and govern the day; the 


lefſer lights, the moons, and the flars, 
to rule, direct, and govern the night *, on 


each of them reſpectively. 
17. And God fet, placed, them, the 


two greater lights, in 15 firmament of the 


heaven, to give light upon the earth; fix 
greater lights in the firmament of the 


heaven of Saturn, and five in that of Ju- 


piter, to give light upon thoſe planets ; 


18. Aud to rule aver, to direct and 
govern, the day, and over the night ; and 


to divide the various ligbt of every day in 
the year, ſrom the darkneſs of every night, 


en every planet in the ſyſtem. And God 


a thut it was good. 


And the evening 


and the morning were the 
fourth day. 


31. And God ſaw every 
thing that he had made, 
and behold it was very 
good. And the evening 
and the morning were the 


ſixth * 
Chap. II. I. 


Thus the heavens and 
the earth were finiſhed, 


and all the hoſt of them. 


* To him that made great lights the ſun to rule by day—the moon and Rars- to 


19. And, on the earth, on Venus, and 


Mars, the evening and the morning were 
the fourth,. on __ and Saturn, the 


ninth, day. 


31. And God ſaw every thing that be 
had made, and behold it was very good. And 


the evening and the morning, on the earth, 
on Venus, and Mars, were the fixth, on 
Jupiter, and Saturn, the fourteenth, day. 


Chap. II. 1. 
Thus, i in the manner above related; 


and in the times ſpecified, the heavens, the 


heavenly bodies, even all the hoſt of them; 


rule by * Pſal. cxxxvi. 7, 8, 9. 
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the ſun, the moon, and the other planets, 
with the comets of our ſyſtem, and the 
earth, were finiſhed. The body of the 
ſun, from a dark confuſed watery chaos, 


became a globe of fire; and from a ſimilar 


chaotic ſtate, the planets were gradually 
reduced into order, as the earth was, 


and formed 1 into habitable worlds. 


2. Andon the ſeventh Jay, of our earth, 
and of the planets Venus, and Mars; on 
the fifteenth of Jupiter, and Saturn, God 


Had ended his work which he had made. 


and he reſted, ceaſed, on the ſeventh, the 


_ fifteenth, day, . all his work BER he 


had made. 
3. And God bleſſed the d the fif- 


teenth, day, and ſanctiſied it [them] to the 
reſpective inhabitants of the ſeveral planets; 
becauſe that in it [them] on thoſe days, he 
had reſted, ceaſed, from all his works, 
which God, out of nothing had created, t9 
make, to form, into a ſyſtem of worlds, 


in the fix preceding days. 


4. Theſe are the generations of the FR 
vens, the heavenly bodies, the ſun, the 


moon, and the other planets, with the 


comets of our ſyſtem, and of the earth, in 
the day that, at the time when, the Lord 


God made the earth and the heavens, the 


heavenly bodies, the ſun, the moon, and 


every other planet, and comet in the 
ſyſtem. 
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2. And on the ſeventh 
day, God ended his work 
which he had made: and 
he reſted on the ſeventh 
day from all his work 
which he had made. 


— 


3. And God bleſſed the 
. day, and ſanctified 


it: becauſe that in it he had 


reſted from all his work 
which God created and 
made. 


4. Theſe are whe 4 gene- 
rations of the heavens and 


of the earth, in the day 


that the Lord God made 
the earth and the heavens. 
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CHAP IT. 


o the Creation of the ſeveral Bodies, that conſtitute the 


Solar, or n Syſtem. 


2 I non ſ nh dictum dots. Philoſophiam efſe defini interpritem in rebus 
ce naturalibus: Sed Philoſophiam intelligo, non aridam et jejunam, otioſi Cere- 


« bri figmentum; ſed quæ naturæ Phænomenis, repetitis experimentis, ſolidiſque 
Ms Rationibus, waged BURNET, Archeol. Po 437. 


AVING given a . view of the doctrine of the crea- 

tion, and formation, of the ſyſtem, in the paraphraſe, agree- 

able to the propoſitions laid down above; we proceed to the 

proof. of the propoſitions, beginning with thoſe that relate 
cy to creation ; the connexion of which i is evident. 

e FFT. E. 

That che Moſaic creation, is an hiſtorical account of the creation, 

(and formation) of the Solar, or Planetary, Syſtem ; excluſive of 
1 other being, or ſyſtem of beings, in the univerſe. 


PROP. II. 


For, yy this heaven, or heavens, Gen. 1. 1. and IL 1 1 Moſes 
manifeſtly means, the heavenly bodies ; which, together with the 


earth, fer Ss the Solar r nen. 3 
PR OP. III. 
When, therefore, Mo oſes ſays, God ER” the heaven and the 


earth, he is to be underſtood to mean, That God, out of nothing, | 
made, or commanded into exiſtence, the ſeveral maſſes of matter, 


of which theſe heavenly bodies, and this earth, do conſiſt. 


Now that theſe three propoſitions contain the true Moſaic doc- 


trine of creation, will appear, from the explication of the terms, 
made uſe of by Moſes, in his firſt propoſition. 


O 8 Gen. 
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Gen I. 1. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 


In THE BEGINNING ——— Myriads of ages may have elapſed, 
ſince numberleſs worlds, fince ſyſtems of worlds without number, 
were created. For that every fixed ſtar is a ſun, and the centre 
of a particular ſyſtem, ſurrounded with a number of planets, and 

perhaps, comets, which at different diſtances, and in different pe- 

riods, perform their courſes round their reſpective centres, is now 
_ univerſally admitted by thoſe, who embrace the ſyſtem of Coperni- 
cus, as far as that relates to our ſun, and its planets. Now as the 
earth, with the two great lights, the ſun and the moon, which are 
parts of a planetary ſyſtem, had a beginning, (as Moſes ſays they 
had,) the other bodies in our ſyſtem muſt have had a beginning: 
and, for the ame. reaſon, every ſyſtem in the univerſe, muſt like- 
wiſe have had, a.heginning of its exiſtence; and if they were all 
created, when the heavens and the earth of Moſes were created, 
they muſt all be included in the term heaven, or heavens. On this 
ſuppoſition, In the beginning, muſt manifeſtly refer to, and can 
mean nothing more, or leſs, than the beginning of the exiſtence, of 
every body, at leaſt, and every ſyſtem of bodies, in the wide ex- 
tended univerſe: for it is evident, that whatever may be the pre- 
ciſe and determinate meaning of the term, heaven, or heavens, in 
this connection, this heaven, or theſe heavens, with our earth, are 
the ſole ſubje& of the Moſaic creation: but if it ſhould appear, that 


the terms applied by Moſes, to any certain and determinate num- 


ber of bodies ; then thoſe. bodies, and thoſe alone, together with 
the body of our earth, excluſive of every other being, or ſyſtem 
of beings, in the univerſe, are the bodies which in the beginning 
God created. Ii the beginning God created the heaven and the earth: 
And when the work of creation was completed——he ends as he 
begins, with the heavens and the earth—Thus the heavens and the 
earth, even all the hoſt of them, were finiſhed. In the beginning, 
therefore, muſt mean, in the beginning of the exiſtence of theſe 
—— heavens 
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heavens, and of this earth; that is, in the beginning of time, as 
time to us, and to every other planet, in our Syſtem, depends upon, 
and is meaſured by, the motions of theſe heavens, and this earth. 


Gar CREATED—— Now if time, as time is meaſured to us, 
and to every planet, in our ſyſtem, began with the exiſtence of theſe 
| heavens and this earth; that is, if they had no exiſtence, before 

God created them ; Creation muſt in this paſſage, ſignify, a pro- 
duction out of nothing; agreeably to our third propoſition, viz. 
«© That God, out of nothing, made, or commanded into exiſtence, 
c the ſeveral maſſes of matter, of which theſe heavenly bodies, 
and this earth do oonfiſt. 5 But this muſt be cxtetmitied oy 
Wk AR gs 8 ? TE. 


To create, na to Hades are enidently diſtioguiſhed Maſe es, 
throughout his whole narration ; it is therefore, neceſſary, care- 
fully to attend, to ſo material a diſtinction, without which, it is 
impoſſible to underſtand, what were the ſeparate and diſtin& acts, 
of the divine Wiſdom, and Power, in the original Creation, and 
in the ſubſequent Formation, of the heavens and the earth, or of 
any thing that relates, either to the one, or to the other. | 


nn Bara, in its primary, and original ſenſe, (and it is natural to 


ſuppoſe, that the primary ſenſe of any word, is to be found in the 
firſt uſe of that word) is, to CREATE, to bring into exiſtence what 
before, had no exiſtence. | In this ſenſe, the word is ſtrictly uſed, 
and with ſingular propriety applied, by Moſes, to the bringing 
into being, the matter, the materials, out of which the heavens, 
and the earth, were afterwards formed: but when the matter of 
the heavens, and the earth, were once produced, out of a ſtate of 
non-exiſtence, the word is no more to be found in this original 
ſenſe, throughout the whole Bible; except in thoſe paſſages where 
the Writer manifeſtly ſpeaks, of this original production; and, 
C 2 therefore, 
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therefore, wherever elſe we meet with the word Bara, it is to bs 
underſtood in a ſecondary, or allufive, ſenſe : thus God created 
great whales, (1)—created man, (2)—male and female created he 
them (3). So chap. II, 3, 4. and V. 1, 2. To hint to us, that the 
formation of the hugeſt of the watery tribe, and the inhabitants 
of the more fluid air, even of the ſmalleſt wing, from pre-ex- 
iſtent matter, and the formation of man, from the duſt of the 
ground, required the ſame Almighty Power, as it did to com- 
mand into being, the ſeveral maſſes of matter, of which the hea- 
vens and the earth were formed. And here let it be obſerved, 
that this ſecondary, or alluſive, ſenſe of the word Bara, as applied 
to man, is confirmed by the hiſtorian, who ſpeaking of the mat- 
ter, of which man was made, uſes the word W . Fatzar, to form 
to faſhion, or to ſhape, as the potter forms the clay: And the 
Lord God formed man of the duft of the ground (4). 


n Naſha, fignifies to do, to act, to make, to form, or ſhape. 
Thus the matter of which the heavens and the earth conſiſt, hav- 
ing been, in the original and proper ſenſe: of the word Bara, 
created ; when the different portions of this matter were formed, 
or faſhioned, to anſwer the different purpoſes of the Creator, he 
is ſaid, (except as before excepted) not to create, but to make. 
Thus, God made the firmament ; (5) - made two great lights; 
(6) —every thing that he had made; (7) —his work which he 
had made; (8). And to eſtabliſh and confirm the juſtneſs of this 
Meſaic diſtinction, when the heavens and the earth, even all the 
hoſt of them were finiſhed, both theſe words are moſt ſignificant- 
ly, and with the greateſt propriety applied; Bara, to the original 
production of the matter; and Naſba, to the ſubſequent forma- 
tion, or faſhioning of that matter. And God bleſſed the ſeventh day, 
and ſanctified it, becauſe that in it, he had reſted from all his work, 
(1) Gen. I. 21. (42) Ver. 27. (3) 1d. ibid. (4) Gen. II. 7. 
(5) Gen. I. 7. (6) Ver. 16, (7) Ver. 31. (8) II. 2. | 
2 which 
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which God created and made. [ Heb.) created to make ; (1) that 
is, which God at firſt, in the beginning of- the firſt day, had 
created, in order to make, form, or faſhion, in the fix. For the 
earth was without form, when it was created; if therefore, it 
was created without form, the making of the earth, or its forma- 
tion, muſt neceſſarily have been very different from its creation. 


The learned Dr. Burnet has, indeed, laboured to prove, That 
the creation of the heaven and the earth, was no more, than the 
formation of, or diſpoſing, confuſed matter, into a habitable world, 
-and not a production of things out of nothing, when. he ſays, 
„The word Bara, in the Hebrew, Krizein, in the Greek, and 
Creare, in the Roman tongue, have no ſuch meaning. Nor 
indeed, (ſays he) in any language that I am acquainted with, 
is the production of things from nothing, ever expreſſed by 
« one ſingle word. The meaning and uſe of theſe words in the 
e three languages, are ſufficiently known: and as to the Hebrero 
« word Bara, in particular, and its uſe in the ſacred writings, 
that it is applied to other actions and effects, than the produc- 
« tion of things from nothing, is admitted by all. From this 
* word, therefore, nothing can be proved (2).” 


460 


46 


But how ſpecious ſoever this reaſoning may appear, if what 
has been faid above, be not ſufficient to eſtabliſh the juſtneſs of 
ſo material a diſtinction, between the words, to create, and to 
make, give me leave to add, that whateyer may be the ſenſe, or 


(1) Gen. II. 3. 


(2) „Vox pan apud Hebræos, Wan apud Cræcos, Creare, 3 Latinos, vim 
c jiftam (produCtionis rerum ex nihilo) non habent, Nec in quacunque lingua, quod 
<« ſciam, productio rerum ex nihilo, unica voce comprehenditur. Vis et uſus die- 
ce tarum vocum in tribus iſtis linguis, ſatis nota ſunt; et quoad Hebraicam ſpecia- 
ce tim, uſumque in ſacris literis, vocem 9 aliis actionibus effectiſque applicari, 
« quam primæ rerum productioni, apud omnes in confeſſo eſt, Ab iſtoc igitur vo- 
« cabulo nihil probari poteſt. 4 * p. 427. 


uſe, 
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-uſe, of the word create, in any, or in all the languages in the 
world, except the Hebrew; the true, the original ſenſe, and uſe, of 
the word, muſt be learned from the Hebrew, becauſe that was 
the language, in which the word firſt appeared; and in which 
alone, the production of things out of nothing was firſt diſcovered 
to mankind. And here let it be obſerved, that this original ſenſe 
and meaning of the word, being unknown, or loſt, to all the na- 
tions upon earth, the ſecondary ſenſe is the only one, that could 
poſſibly be received, without a revelation from him, that pro- 
duced all things out of nothing; becauſe it was ever thought, by 
Philoſophers, repugnant to reaſon, that any one thing could be 
produced from nothin g eee to the trite proverb Er nihilo 
nibil fit, 


The Heaven, or the W lug and the 
great importance, of this diſtinction between creating, and making, 
will abundantly appear, if it ſhould lead us directly to the true 
Maſaic ſenſe, and uſe, of the word Heaven, or Heavens, in this 
paſlage. 


In fix days the Lord made the heaven and the earth (1). It is evident, 
that this is a general account of the creation, taken from this chap- 
ter; but the particulars are included in the work of the different 

days, in a regular and orderly ſeries. On the. . day, therefore, in 
the beginning of the firſt day, God created the Heaven and the 
Earth. The work of the ſecond day was, God's making a firma- 
ment, an expanſe, an atmoſphere (2): And Gop called this fir- 
mament, this expanſe, this atmoſphere, Heaven (3). Now the 
heaven, or heavens, (for the Hebrew knows no ſingular) that were, 
in the beginning of the firſt day, created with the earth ; and 
this heaven, (for the word is the ſame in the eighth, as in the 
firſt verſe) this expanſe, this atmoſphere, which was made on the 


(1) Exod. xx. 11. (2) Gen. i. 7. (3) Ver. 8. 


ſecond, 
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ſecond, could not poſſibly be the ſame as that, which was created 
en the it day: for how indeterminate ſoever the ideas may be, 
which Interpreters have affixed to any of the words, in this ac- 


count of creation; thoſe names, which the Creator himſelf gave 
to things at the beginning, muſt furniſh the mind with very de- 


termined ideas; and therefore cannot poſſibly be miſtaken by an 
attentive, and an unprejudiced, Reader: for inſtance, when God 
had divided the light from the darkneſs, he called the light, Day; 
and the darkneſs, he called Night (1): when he had ſeparated the 


waters from the dry land, he called the dry land, Earth; and the 


gathering together of the waters, he called Seas (2) : and in the day 
that God created them, — male and female, he called their name, 
Adam, or Man (3): in the ſame manner, when God had made 
the firmament, he called the firmament, Heaven (4) : if therefore, 


the names, Day, and Night; Earth and Seas; Adam, or Man; are 


words that have ever had the fame preciſe, and determined ideas 
affixed to them, as at the beginning ; the word Heaven, has an 


equal claim to its original ſignification, viz. the frmament, or ex- 


panſe, or atmoſphere. And here it is to be obſerved, that after 


God had given this name to the firmament, whether the word 


Heaven, in this account of creation, be uſed alone, or in connexion 


with the word firmament, it. conſtantly and invariably ſignifies, 


the firmament, the expanded air, expanſe, or Moor: aonata (5). 


Since then the heaven, or heavens, that in the beginning God- 
created with the earth, cannot poſſibly m_— the firmament, 


(1) Gen. I. 5. 4) Ver. 10. a 5 Gen. V. 1, 2. (4) Gen. I. 8. 
(5) The waters under the heaven, ch. I. 9. —in the firmament of the heaven, ver. 15. 
—17.—Fowl that may fly in the open firmament of heaven. ver. 20. And in con- 
ſequence of this interpretation, whenever we meet with the dew——the. clouds — 


fowls, or birds——of heaven, the word moft evidently ſignifies the expanſe, the ex- 


panded air, or atmoſphere, that encompaſſes the whole earth. See Deut. xxvili. 12. 


The Lord ſhall open to thee his good troaſure, the Heaven to 8 the rain unto thy 
land in h ſeaſon. 


| 4 ES DEED expanſe 


+ om „ * at A 
2 " 9 
. + 9 12 3 1 p 
War; 8 n SA Ga arg oy” 
a << i * - IC * þ * 
1 — 2 


4 1 o ny 
8 * 8 a 5 8 . * main 1 $.4 
* 8 «> N * * % - N W. * od. es 1 wn Ai 
RY, Y < p 8 * — f — |. : 1 1 2 A 8 
" = K wh 4 0 2 2 "Ws - * WS 2 
— . » _—_ rr 2 * 2 = * E — < 2 — 
= ng — 8 3 r 7 - > LS — 7 3 * 3 5 - 
« . — 1 3 2 * 
— . : — 2 2 24 7 rh — — _ * 
"JE 5 — 2 2 


24 The MOSAIC THEORY # 


expanſe, or atmoſphere, which was not created with the earth ; 
the word, Heaven, in this firſt verſe, muſt ſignify ſome body, or 
bodies, that were created, when the body of the earth was creat- 
ed. Now it is very evident, that two great bodies, the ſun and 
the moon, the two great lights of Mo/es, were created with the 
earth; and as they are, and, from time immemorial have been, 
called heavenly bodies, what concluſion can be more natural, than 
that the word heaven, or heavens, in this paſſage ſignifies, heavenly 
bodies ? In the beginning God created the II bodies, and the 
my of the earth, 


A little attention to the words of Moſes, and to the common 
uſage of language, will furniſh us, not only with the reaſon of 
the name, but with the true reaſon, why the word, Heaven, muſt 
ſignify, the heavenly bodies. The firmament, the expanſe, or at- 
moſphere, is expreſly called Heaven, by him that made it (1): and 
and it is as expreſly ſaid (2), That God ſet the two great lights, 
the ſun and the moon, in the. firmament ef the heavens, to give 
light upon the earth ; and to rule over the day and over the night; 
and to divide the light from the darkneſs : the bodies, therefore, 

of the ſun and moon, are with the greateſt propriety called hea- 
venly bodies, becauſe they are $ET, placed, in the heaven, or fir- 
mament of the heaven; the heaven, therefore, by a common 
metonymy, 1s put for the bodies contained in the heaven, But 
Moss has for ever fixed this his ſenſe, and uſe, of the word, in his 
fam of the creation, chap. II. 1. Thus the heavens, the heavenly 
- bodies, even all the hoſt of them, and the earth, were finiſhed (3). For 
my * 5 BY 

00 Gen. 1. 8. (2) ver. 17. 18. 


(3) All the heft of them — That by all the 59% of heaven is to be underſtood, the. fon, 
the moon, and all the viſible planets in the Solar Syſtem, will evidently appear from 
the following paflages,—** Left thou lift up thine eyes to heaven, and when thou ſeeſt the 
ſun, and the moon, and the flars,even all the HosT of heaven, thou ſhouldſt be driven to wor- 
Sip them, and ſerve — WHICH THE LORD TH GoD HATH DIVIDED [Hebr. 


imparted.] 
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the words are the ſame, as in chap. I. 1. and in the ſame con- 
nexion, and therefore muſt be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe: and 
this ſenſe is determined by the addition of that moſt ſignificant, 
and expreſſive, clauſe and, [even] all the hoſt of them : for when 
Moss had ſaid, in general, that God created the heavens, the 
heavenly bodies, and the earth; if when he had given us 
the particulars of their formation, he ſays, they were finiſhed, and 
finiſhed in that particular manner which he had deſcribed, they 
muſt have been the ſame heavens, the ſame heavenly bodies, and 
the ſame earth, which Gop in the beginning had created. Since, 
therefore, the ſun, and all He planets that roll about him, to- 


imparted.] UNTO ALL NATIONS UNDER Heaven. Deut. iv. 19. The moon and 
the ſtars, here, are evidently the viſible planets ; becaufe no other ſtars are divided, 
or imparted unto, i. e. can be ſeen by all nations under heaven, Every poſſible 
hemiſphere has a certain determinate number of ſtars, which riſe, and ſet, to thoſe 
hemiſpheres alone; whereas * there is no part of the world from whence we may 
cc not admire thoſe planets, which roll, like ours, in different orbits round the ſame 
“ centralſun.” [ Bolingbroke's Study of Hiſtory, Vol. II. p. 247. — And hath gone and ſerved 
other gods, and worſhipped them, either the ſun, or the moon, or any of the Hos r of heaven. 
Deut. xvii. 3.—and worſhipped all the nos r of heaven. 2 Kings xvii. 16, Xxxi. 3.— 
altars for all the HosT of heaven, xxi. 5,—By the word of the Lord were the heavens 
made, and, [even] all the HosT of them, Pſalm xxxiii. 6. And to add no more, 
Have ye not known ? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you (by my ſervant Moſes) 
from the beginning! have ye not underſtood from the foundations of the earth it is he that 
fitteth on the circle, [on the orbit] of the earth, that firetcheth out the heavens, (the 
heavenly bodies) as a curtain—Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created theſe 
things; that bringeth out their HOST by uumber, he calleth them all by names, Iſai. xl 
21, 22, 26. If it be ſaid, this argument can be of no force, becauſe the words, are 
not the heavens and all the Hoſt of them—but, the heavens and the earth, and all the 
Hoſt of them, were finiſhed ; let it be remembered, that the propoſition is general, 
and includes all the bodies in the Syſtem, which were now finiſhed ; and, there- 
fore, as the carth is a heavenly body to the other planets, as they are heavenly bo- 
dies to us, no words could more properly, or more emphatically, expreſs, the whole 
aſſemblage of the bodies that were now finiſhed, if (as we ſhall ſoon ſee, the co- 
mets are included) than theſe words of Moſes. But if this will not ſatisfy, let the 


objector read, Pſal. xxxlii. 6, By the word of «the Lord were the Bowen, made and 
even] all the Heſt of them. x 


gether 
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gether with our earth, conſtitute the Solar, or Planetary, Syſtem, 
in the language of aſtronomers ; if in the language of Moss, and 
the prophets, the ſame ſun, and the ſame planets, are conſtantly 
called the HosT or Heaven, which, with our earth, conſtitute 
the ſame Syſtem, demonſtration can go no farther, to eſtabliſh 
the truth of our firſt propoſition, as far as it relates to the creation 
of the bodies of which it conſiſts, viz. * That the Moſaic creation 


is an hiftorical account of the creation of the Solar, or Planetary Sy/ſ- 


«fe, pact we of every other being, or ſyſtem of beings in the 
"y  untverſe x. 


But this is not the doctrine of Moſes alone; for that all the 
bodies of our ſyſtem were thus created, at one and the ſame 
time; and that the beginning, in which Moyes ſays, they were 
created, muſt mean, (as we have ſaid (1), in the beginning of 
the exiſtence of theſe bodies, fince time depends upon, and is 
meaſured by, their motions : this, I ſay, is not the doctrine of 


* This interpretation will enable the Reader, to form a very clear, and diſtin 
idea, of the extent of the Moſaic creation. Seneca the Philoſopher, having conſi- 
« dered the phenomena of two remarkable comets of his time, made no ſcruple 
to place them among the celeſtial bodies; believing them to be ſtars of equal du- 
„ration with the world, though he owns their motions to be governed, by laws 
es not as then known, or found out.” [Dr. Halley's preface—in Fhifton's Philoſ. 
of Sir Iſaac Newton, p. 410.] But Sir Jſaac Newton, finding that the comets are 
evidently within the ſphere of the ſun's action, concludes they muſt neceſſarily move 
about the ſun, as the planets do. If therefore the ſun, and the moon, and the other 
planets, are heavenly bodies to us; the comets of our ſyſtem are as truly to be placed 
among our celeſtial bodies; and therefore there can be no doubt, that they are 
equally included in this account of creation. And, for the ſame reaſon, the Satel- 
lites of Jupiter and Saturn, being heavenly bodies, not only to their primaries, but 
to us, fince the teleſcope has diſcovered them in our heaven ; we ſcruple not to 
ſay, that they (and if time ſhall diſcover any other attending moons to them, or to 
any other primary,) are in the number of the bodies, which 1 in the beginning Gop 
created, 

C3 Pa e ©. 
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Moszs alone: the Author of the epiſtle to the W ſpeak- 
ing of the creation, by the Son of God, ſays, 9. 's & Tes aiwra; 
£Tamcer By whom alſo he made the WorLDs 1). "And, Hite 
ro Angle res aiwoas By faith we underſtand that the 
WorLps were made by the word of God (2). But as the word 
lego ſignifies to perfect, to finiſh, out of many parts, one 
complete whole ; the words might be rendered—the worlds were 
perfected, finiſhed, and made one complete whale—one Syſtem. 
Tf this be admitted, theſe paſſages in the Apoſtle, will afford a 
ſtriking teſtimony to the juſtneſs of our interpretation of the words 
of Moſes. And in conſequence of this ſenſe of the word, 'Awy, 
which frequently occurs in the writings of the New Teſtament, 
4 &. ſignifies, from the vegmnning of the world ——— fince the 
world began (3). II es Twv auwvw—Tpo Xporwy eiwyiwy, are juſtly 
rendered, before the world before the world began (4). "Aw, 
(except in the ſenſe Hippocrates uſed it, for the Medulla Spinalis, 
or a diſeaſe which affected that part) ſignifies, eternity, an age, or 
the hfe of man (5); but as the ſacred writers conſtantly uſe it for 
the WoRLD, there muſt have been ſome very particular reaſon, for 
ſo uncommon a ſenſe of the word. Now as time, to the inha- 
bitants of this earth, and indeed, of every planet in the Syſtem, 
began, with the making of the worlds, that is, of the ſeveral bo- 
dies of the ſyſtem, and is meaſured by the motions of thoſe bo- 
dies; to make Te awyxs, the Ad Es, and to make the WokLDs, 
that is, the heavenly bodies and the earth, whoſe motions mea- 
ſure, and conſtitute the ſeveral parts and portions of time, of 
which ages conſiſt, are in effect ſynonymous expreſſions. The 
worlds, therefore, and the ages, differ only as cauſe, and eftect ; 


which by a common metonymy, uſual in all ſorts of Authors, are 
frequently put one for the other. 


(x) Heb. i. 2. (2) Chap. xi. 3. (3) Luke i. 70. As iii. 21. 
(4) 1 Cor. ii. 7, 2 Tim. i. 9. (5) Heſychius, and Suidas. 


D 2 5 This 
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This ſentiment is finely expreſſed in a very remarkable paſſage 
in Plato, where he ſays, Time, therefore, had its beginning, 
« and was created with the heavens, that as they had the begin- 
ning of their exiſtence together, they might be diſſolved toge- 
ther, if ever they ſhould ſuffer a diſſolution, and become an 
exemplar, a model, of eternity (1).”—* To anſwer, therefore, 
« ſuch a deſign and purpoſe of God, in the Genefis of time, in 
« order to create time, the ſun, and the moon, and five other 
ſtars called planets, were created, for the diſtinction and the 
conſervation. of the different parts and portions of time (2).“ 


66 


cc 


10 


40 


hut to confirm the ſcriptural ſenſe, and uſe, of the word 'Awy, 
let it be obſerved, that as Moſes deſcribes the beginning, not only 
of the world, that we inhabit, but of Worlds, a Syſtem of worlds; 
ſo Al, is the only word in the New Teſtament, (and perhaps in 
the Greek language) that can be made uſe of, to expreſs more 
worlds than one: for, as the Greets knew no other, than Ty, the 
earth; Osei, the habitable world; Koou©., the world; Auwy, 
is the only name that knows any plural. And by the way, if this 


{1) XPONOS ds yer” Ovears yeyorer, iva dp yederTi;, ua xa avfocty, dv is 
auge Tis AuT@OV-YEn]al, val x 70 Fapady a 7e alwis puotws* In Tiniæo Tom, 
III. Edit. Serrani. On this article, give me leave to propoſe the following query. 
If time, to the earth, and every planet, began with the creation of the Syſtem, may 
not ETERNITY, a parte pg/t, be illuſtrated, by this conſideration of the Geneſis, and 
nature, of time; which appears to us, not ſo much the ſucceſſion, of our ideas, 
which is duration, as the meaſure of that ſucceſſion, by the natural, conſtant, and 
uniform revolutions of the heavenly bodies and the earth? For when the earth, and 
the heavenly bodies, ſhall ceaſe to move; or when we: ſhall] be removed from this 
earth, into a ſtate, where there will be no need. of ſuch a meaſure: of the ſucceſſion 
of our ideas, which by ſuppoſition is to be endleſs ; ſhall we not then have done with 


time for ever? And will not ſuch a ſtate of things, be eaſily conceived to be ETER- 
NITY, or ENDLEss DURATION ? 


(2) EE uv Aoyn xat Siavotas Or Toẽ’ . Tprs ypors Teveo iy, ive tyerrndy Xporos, Hes 


*. Tedmr, Kat THTS. AAS dps ATI xa reg, eis RR x GUAQKNY 
pH X.poe y ſors" A. ibid. | 


interpretation, | 
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interpretation, and the reaſon of the name be juſt, fince at the time 
of the writing this epiſtle, no world, except that which we in- 
habit, was known, the Author muſt have been, an mfpired writer. 


But to return to Moſes: Since, In the Ae God created the 
Beaven and the earth, is a diſtinct propoſition ; full and complete in 


itſelf, and conſequently, may be conſidered independently of the 
ſtate, or condition, of the bodies created, and of any of the changes 


they paſſed through, in their formation; the whole of the Moſaic 


doctrine of creation, ſtrictiy and properly ſo called, is expreſſed i in 
our third propoſition. 


TROP. ME. - 
That when Moſes ſays, God created the beaven and the earth, 
[the heavenly bodies and the earth,] he is to be underſtood to 
mean, that Gop, out of nothing, made, or commanded into ex- 


iſtence, the ſeveral maſſes of matter, of which theſe heavenly 
bodies, and this earth do conſiſt.” 


A 
* 


— 
* 


A 
ma 


There is not, perhaps, in the whole Bible, any paſſage that can 
raiſe in the human mind, ſo exalted and magnificent an idea, of 
the Majeſty of the Divine Being, as is this grand, this godlike, 


entrance upon the hiſtory of creation. We muſt conceive as 


„well as we can (ſays L'. Bolingbroke) that God willed the world 
« to exiſt, and it exiſted (1.) Thus then let us conceive of the 


words of Moſes; that Gop, in the beginning willed the heavenly 


bodies, the ſun, the moon, and every other planet, and comet, in 
the ſyſtem, with our earth, to exiſt; arid they exiſted. But as the 


will of God, in every act of his power, exerted in the formation 
of theſe bodies, is expreſſed to us, in a manner ſuitable to omni- 


potence alone, 


Let it be and it was ſo; when be ſpabe, it was 


inſtantly done c may we not help our conception of creation, 


(1) Vol. II. p. 59. 
. by 
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by ſuppoſing, that an Almighty Fiat, immediately preceded the 
actual production of theſe bodies out of nothing? Let there be 
light ; and there was light=——fills the human mind with inex- 
preſſible wonder and aſtoniſhment, at the infinite eaſe, with which 
the Almighty works: but, if we might compare one act of the 
Divine Power, with another; how muſt the higheſt order of 
created intelligences, who are repreſented as witneſſes to crea- 
tion (1), have been loſt in holy and rapturous amazement, to 
hear a voice, proceeding from the creating throne — Let the bodies 
of the ſun, and every planet, and comet, in the Syſtem, ex! 4 Aud 
they exiſted. 


1 (1) IWhen the morning os ſang weak, and all the Sons of God laue for joy, Job 
1 xxxvili. 7. 
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CHAP. II. 
A digreſſion, concerning the general notion of a 1 Chaos. 


„ Quis non novit Oxrnzun antiquum chaos ceciniſſe, et cjuſiem diſcretiones 
e et metamorphoſes ? Orbemque j jam cee intus et extra, ovo aſſimulaſſe ? 
Burnet. Archaol, p. 1 63. 


ARI O Us are the paſſages in heathen Authors, which 

ſeem to bear a great reſemblance, to the Maſaic hiftory of 
creation; but none of them, can more juſtly be ſaid, to be abſo- 
lutely founded on his account of creation, than the notion of a 
FLUID CHAOS. For when the heavenly bodies, and the earth, were 
created; when the materials of the riſing worlds, the maſſes of 
matter, of which the bodies of the ſun, the moon, and all the 
other planets, with the comets of the Syſtem, had received their 
being ; one of theſe bodies is deſcribed as a dark, fluid, chaotic 
body: the EARTH was without form, and void, and darkneſs was 
upon the face of the deep, on the fluid ſurface of its chaotic maſs. 
This is the true deſcription of a fuid chaos, according to the let- 
ter of Mzy/es, but the ſpirit of the doctrine of the Mo lojaic chaos, is 

comprehended in our fourth propoſition. 


PRO p. IV. 
« That the ſeveral maſſes of matter, (of which the heavenly 
* bodies and the earth do conſiſt) were, at their creation, in. a 
« chaotic ſtate; each of them a diſtinct, fluid, chaos; without 
« any form, except what aroſe from that particular gravity, or 
e tendency of their ſeveral particles, to the centres of their reſpec- 


tive maſſes, which the Creator ſeems to have impreſſed on them 
« at the beginning.” 


7 1 
A ; 
1 
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This propoſition is the baſis, on which the Coſmogony of Moſes 
is founded. But as the Phænicians, Egyptians, and the ancient 
pagan Poets, have founded their reſpective Ceſinagonies, on a fluid 
chaos, Moſes has been accuſed, by the late Lord BoLINGBROEKE, 
of having followed the general opinion (1); and, in particular, of 

having borrowed, not only the notion of a chaos, but even his 
whole account of creation, from the Egyptians ; let us hear his 
Lordſhip's charge, and the teſtimony he brings to ſupport - 


« 'This notion of a fluid chaos, which we know to have been 
. very general, by Plutarch, and other authorities, was very Maſai- 
5 „ cal too, and points up to an Egyptian original. The founder 
= of the Ionic ſect had it from thence moſt certainly; and Moſes 
} too, if we give any credit to Simplicius, who ſcrupled not to de- 
= e clare, as I find him quoted by Dr. Cudworth, that the paſſages 
« in the firſt of Gengſis, about the creation of the world, were ta- 
« ken from Egyptian traditions (2)." 


Great men take great liberties, and expect to be believed on 
« their words (3).” But this expectation is unreaſonable and vain, 

| becauſe great men poſſibly may be miſtaken ; and though the di/- 
ciples of Lord Bolingbroke have as good a right, as the diſciples of Sim- 
plicius, or any other Philoſopher, to uſe the autos bn (4), yet thoſe 
who are in the ſearch of truth, will ever follow that prudential 


(1) „ To build a world is not fo eaſy a thing as many a ſpeculative architect has 
„ imagined. The Author of the Book of * begins his hiſtory "7 it.” Vol. 
V. P- 284. | 


« 'The general opinion of all thoſe who have reaſoned 3 the creation or forma- 

| y tion of the world, and that which A ofes himſelf follows, aſſumes that there was 
cc originally a chaos, or confuſed maſs of matter, wherein all the elements, or firſt 
« principles of things, which exiſt in the material Syſtem, were contained. Whe- 
<« ther this maſs was created or no, they thought it ſo neceſſary to be ſuppoſed, that 
« they could not go on one ſtep, in building a world without it.” Vol. V. p. 288. 


(2) Vol: II. p. 171. Nen. (4) Id, ibid. 
4 


rule, 
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rule, which his Lordſhip has laid down for his diſciples, and 
which he himſelf profeſſes to follow; „Let us examine and 
* compare for ourſelves; look into the Authors they cite; but 
_ truſt neither their citations, nor their reaſonings (1). Let us then 
examine for ourſelves ; let us look into Dr. Cudworth, for this fa- 
mous paſſage of Simplicius, who ſcruples not to declare, that 
the paſſages in the firſt of Gene/s, about the creation of the 
« world, were taken from Egyptian traditions ;” but among the 
numerous citations from Simplicius no ſuch paſſage is to be found 
in Dr. Cudworth. Dr. Cudworth, therefore, being out of the 
queſtion, the whole of Lord Bolingbroke's accuſation, reſts on the 
authority of Simplicius; and what credit is due to his teſtimony, we 
learn from the Authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory, (for there the 
paſſage is to be found) who ſpeaking of the Egyptian Coſmogony, 
fay, We cannot omit obſerving, that it was thought to be ſo 

% notorious and confeſſed a thing, that the Egyptians held the 
«© world not only to have had a beginning, but alſo to have been 
* made by God; that Simplicius, a zealous contender for the 
« world's eternity, affirms the Mo/azc hiſtory of the creation of 
e the world by God, to have been nothing elſe but a fabulous 
ce tradition, and wholly drawn from Egyptian fables (2).” 


But leaving theſe dogmatical aſſertions of Simplicius and Boling- 
broke, and taking reaſon and the nature of things for our guides, 
let us attempt to trace this general notion of a fluid chaos, as far as 
they will carry us; we then, perhaps, may ſee, whether it points 
up to an Egyptian, or to a much higher, original. 


Though the human mind be capable of concluding with cer- 
tainty, from the viſible frame of the univerſe, that it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have been formed, by a Being of infinite Power, Wiſdom, 


and Goodneſs, yet to frame any idea of its generation, or of the 
generation of a ſingle planet, is as much beyond the powers of 


(x) Vol. V. p.47. (2) Univerſal Hiſtory, Vol. I. p. 28. Edit. Bro. 
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the moſt exalted human underſtanding, as it is for ſuch a limited 
intelligence to conceive, how a Being of unlimited power, exerts 
that power, in any one act of omnipotence. The ſeveral fyſtems 
which compoſe that mighty whole, the Univerſe, may have 
been formed ſeparately, or together; they may have been 
made out of pre- exiſtent matter, prepared for theſe purpoſes 
by the almighty agent; or they may have been immediately com- 
manded into being, from a ſtate of non- exiſtence: for we cannot 
: fay that God, the ſupreme Being, is Almighty, if he could not 
effect, what he willed to effect, in one way, or in another, as he, 
in his infinite Wiſdom ſhould chooſe. Now it is impoſſible, 
from the frame of the univerſe, to know, whether the ſeveral 
ſyſtems were formed ſeparately, or otherwiſe ; or whether the ſe- 
veral maſſes of matter, of which the ſuns, and their planets, &c. 
conſiſt, were firſt created, and then reduced into thoſe forms, and 
diſpoſed into that regular order, in which we now behold them. 

And on the ſuppofrtion of a fuld chaos, (however general the no- 
tion has been) it is impoſſible to know, whether the whole, was 
formed from one univerſal confuſed mats ; or whether the ſeveral 
| fans, and their reſpective planets and comets, were not each of 
them firſt produced, by the Creator, in a chaotix ſtate, and after- 
wards fitted for all the mechanical purpoſes of them, before he 
formed them into Syſtems. And it is equally impoſſible for us, 
from the conſtitution of our Syſtem, to know, whether it was pro- 
duced from one grand chaos, or from as many, as are the bodies 
of which it is compoſed. x 


Since, therefore, this notion of a fluid chaps, has been fo. gene- 
ral, that there is no ſect, or nation, whatever, that does not derive 
their Aiax9Tmnots, the ſtructure of their world, from a chaos ; and 
fince there is nothing in the conftitution of things, that eould 
poſſibly lead mankind into this notion; nothing that could lead 
the ancient Philoſophers or Poets, to make water, or a fluid chaos, 


(as 
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{as the Greek word fignifies) rather than fire, the firſt principle (1); 
fince, I fay, the notion could not be taught by nature, it muſt 
have been originally derived from revelation: nor can it be con- 
ceived, that it ſhould have prevailed fo univerſally, but by as 
univerſal a tradition, from ſome original revelation : and ſince the 


ſame arguments will prove, againſt Mgſes, as againſt the antient 
Philoſophers and Poets, that he could not have learned this no- 
tion of a fuid chaos, from any thing in nature, it neceſſarily follows, 
that his account of the chaotic ſtate of our earth, muſt have been 
communicated to him, mediately, or immediately, by the Creator : 
now tradition has always a manifeſt relation to ſome fact; and, 
therefore, neceſſarily ſuppoſes the fact, to which it refers, to have 
been prior to the tradition ; for from nothing, from no fact, no- 
thing can be handed down to us. Now that the Moſaic chaos, is a 
deſcription of an hiſtorical fa&, preſerved in the account of the 
beginning of things, in the firſt of Gengſis, from which, by tradi- 
tion, the notion of a fluid chaos became general, will be made 
abundantly evident, from another very antient 7raditionary doc- 
trine, which both the Greeks, and Barbarians, have ſo mixed and 
interwoven with the notion of a fuid chaos, that they have made 
them inſeparable one from the other ; what I mean, is, 

(1) As the chaos of theſe antient Philoſophers and Poets was, by ſuppoſition, prior 
to their gods, that 1s, to the ſun, and all the heavenly bodies, and from which they 
were generated; it was equally abſurd in them, to make water, the firſt principle, as it 
would have been to have aſcribed the beginning of things, to fire; becauſe, as the one 
is deſtructive of the other, water could no more have been the parent of fire, than fire 
could have produced water. But as the ſun is a globe of fire, the ſtrongeſt evidence 
of the abſurdity of its being produced from water is, the vaſtneſs of its body, in pro- 
portion to the other bodies in his ſyſtem ; for, on a compariſon of its diameter, with 
the aggregate of the diameters of all the primary planets, that roll about him, it will 
appear, that the diameter of the ſun is, by computation, 822,148 miles; whereas 
the ſum of all their diameters, is no more than 233,784 miles ; ſo that the quantity 
of viſible fire (whatever portions of that element may be deſſeminated throughout the 
bodies of the planets themſelves) is more than treble the quantity, of earth (or mat- 


ter ſimilar to * and water in the whole ſyſtem, | 5 
7:29” M The 
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mouth; which ſymbol of an Egg, was adopted by the Phenici- 
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The Doctrine of the MUNDANE Ecc. 


The learned Authors of the Unwverſal H. Nor obſerve, That 
Orpheus, among other Eaſtern learning, ſeems to have firſt in- 
troduced among the Greeks, the Doctrine of the MuN DAN E 
EGG, which, in all probability, he learned from the Egyptians, 
who repreſented the world, by that ſymbol, as many other 
antient nations did. The Phænicians made their Zophaſemm, 
which were the celeſtial bodies, oviform; and worſhipped an 

Ed G, in the Orgia of Bacchus, as an image of the world. And 


the ſame compariſon or reſemblance was made uſe of by the 


Chaldeans, Perfians, Indians, and Chineſe and this not only 
for its external figure, but alſo for the inward compoſition of 
it; the ſhell repreſenting the heaven, the white the air, and 
the yolk the earth.— Hence Plutarch obſerves, that the queſ- 
tion, which was the elder, the Egg, or the Hen, was not a trivial 
inquiry ; but accordin g to the Orphic doctrine, comprehended the 
antient generation of all things: and the Author of the hymns 


Greeks, PHANES, to be produced from an Egg. This was the firſt- 
begotten god, mentioned by Athenagoras, to have been hatched. 
from the Egg, as the followers of Orpheus taught (1).” © An 
Egg, (ſays Lord Bolingbroke) was the famous ſymbol of the ge- 
neration, as well as figure of the world; and the Thebans, who. 


were the moſt antient Egyptian Dynaſty, had an hieroglyphical 


repreſentation of the Divinity, with an Egg coming out of his 


ans, and by the Perfians, and became an object of worſhip in 
the Orgia, or myſteries of Bacchus (2). 


But whence had the Egyptians this famous Jodtrine ? This 


ſurely is not a trivial inquiry. There muſt have been ſome uncom- 


(1 ) Univerſal Hiſtory, Vol, I. 34. 


(2) Bolin. Poſt, Works, Vol. V. 250. 
5 = mon. 
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mon foundation for ſo very extraordinary a ſymbol, among a peo- 
ple, who were very early, and, to a proverb, famous for wiſdom and 
learning: and ſince this doctrine of the Ec6 is almoſt as general 


as 


that of a FLUID CHAos, and, as we ſhall ſoon ſee, fo cloſely con- 


need with it, it is perhaps more than probable, that they had 


the ſame original; that is, that they were both derived from the 


ſame original hiſtorical fact, or the circumſtances that attended 


ſuch fact. 
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(2) Id. ibid. p. 238. 


It is well known, that „ The 7. beogonia of the ancient Pagans, 


their Geng and generation of gods, was really one and the 


fame thing with the Co/mogonia, the Geneſis and generation of 
the world, and indeed both of them underſtood of a temporary 


production both of theſe gods and the world (1). „ The ſame 
thing is ſufficiently manifeſt alfo—from Hefiod's own Theogonia, 
—where we plainly fee, that the generation of the gods, is the 


generation of the earth, heaven, ſtars, ſeas, rivers, &c. (2) 


But there is a much more methodical and complete deſcription 
of this ancient Co/mogony, given by Ari/tophanes, (in Avibus } 


whenceſoever he had it. He writes, that firſt were chaos, black 


Erebus, and wide Tartarus, but neither earth, nor air, nor hea- 
ven : that night, with ſable wings, laid the firſt Egg of wind in 
the vaſt boſom of Erebus ; from whence, in proceſs of time, iſſu- 
ed amiable Love, ſhining with wings of gold, like to impetuous 
whirlwinds ; that Love, coupling with the obſcure chaos, in- 
gendered animals and men ; but that there were no gods be- 


fore Love mingled all things, from which mixture of things 


one with another, the heaven and the earth were generated, 
and the whole race of immortal gods ( 3). 


Now abſtracting from this wonderful ory of the Egg, of which 


Moſes is abſolutely ſilent, (and his ſilence is a demonſtration of 


(1) Cudworth's Intellectual Syſtem, Vol. I. p. 234. ſecond edition. 
(3) Univerſal Hiſt. Vol. I. p. 36. 
the 
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the priority of the notion of a chaos, to the doctrine of the Mus- 
dane Egg ;) the chaos of Ariſtophanes, as a chaos, is manifeſtly the 
fame with the Mofare account, of the ſtate of things, before the 
formation of any of the bodies of the Solar Syſtem; when there 
were neither earth, nor air, nor heaven : they are beth deſcribed, 
a dark, confuſed, heterogeneous mixture of things, without any 
form or regularity; but there is one remarkable circumſtance, in 
which they differ extremely. The chaos of Moſes, is confined expreſ- 
ly, to our earth ; though when the Hiſtorian had given us the divine 
proceſs of its formation, he attributes a ſimilar ſtate of things, to 
the ſun, and to every planet in the Syſtem (1), whereas the chaos 
of the Poet extends to the utmoſt limits of the univerſe (2). But 
this difference is eaſily to be accounted for, it being the very ſame, 
as the difference between the chaos of Moſes, and that of his moſt 
antient interpreters: Moſes introduces his chaatic ſtate of the 
earth, by aſſerting that, In the begi ning God created the heavens 
and the earth : and the earth was without form and void, and dark- 
neſs was upon the face of the deep, By. the heavens and the earth, 
theſe antient interpreters underſtood, the wide extended univerſe ; 
in conſequence of this interpretation, tradition, very early applied 

to the whole univerſe, what Maſes had ſaid of the earth, that it 

was without form and void, and darkneſs was upon the face of the 
deep. hence, the Poet's wide Tartarus, and the waſt boſom of Epebus, 


Thus far, then, Ariſtapbanes agrees with Moſes, in the notion of 
a fluid chaos; and with his interpreters, in its extent. But the 
grand difference between the two as (which we hinted 


3 15 See chap. IV. of the formation of the Syſtem. 

(2) See its deſcription, in the text. In like manner Sanchoniaths the Phamician 
hiſtorian, affirms, © that the principle of the univerſe was a dark and windy air, 
or a wind made of dark air, and a turbulent evening chaos; and that theſe things 
«© were boundlefs, and for a long time had no bound or e. Dx. Gumberland's 
Sanchoniatbo's Phænician hiſtory, p. p. 18. 
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above) is, that Moſes was an abſolute ſtranger to the doctrine of 

the Mundane Egg. Now if Orpheus, who ſeems to have firſt in- 
e troduced among the Greeks this docttine, learned it from the Egyp- 

& 7ians, who repreſented the world by that ſymbol, as many other 
« antient nations did: or if he had learned it from the Phenicians, 
% who made their Zophaſemin, which were the celeſtial bodies, ovi- 

form; fince the notion of a fluid chaos, and the doctrine of the 
Mundane Egg, were inſeparably connected in their Coſmogonies, 
it is impoſſible, that Moſes ſhould have borrowed his fluid chaos, 
from the Egyptians, or from any other antient nation, unleſs he 
had learned from them, this doctrine of the Egg : and therefore, 
not only the notion of a chavs, was elder than the doctrine of the 
Egg, but the writer, who has founded his Coſmogony, in a chaos, 
without the leaft intimation of a Mundane Egg, muſt have been 
prior, to all other antient writers, Who have taught this ſtrange 
doctrine. 


But though My oſes knew nothing of this doctrine, his moſt an- 
tient interpreters have made: him the author of another, viz. the 
doctrine of Incubation (1) ; which in a hiſtory of creation, natural- 
by leads to the original, of this traditionary doctrine of a Mundane 

Egg. For, though the firſt act of the divine Power, in the for- 
mation of the earth from its chaos, is beautifully and ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive, of God's communicating to it, a diurnal motion, — And 
ths Spirit of God moved [imprefied a violent motion] upon the face 
[the furface] of the waters; yet theſe interpreters have taken away 
the agency of an active principle, by afferting that this Spirit of 
God was no other than, the Ark, or Wind of God; that is, a 
MIGHTY WIN (2), that moved upon the ſurface of the watery. 

chaos ; 


(1) Of this doctrine of AA BA aA fathered on Me hes, by his interpreters, and 
the connexion between it and. the Orphic doctrine, ſee Moſes ard Bolingbroſe, 


bs 2) Pleri que Hebræorum ventum elementalem, intelligunt, ob vehementiam dictum ven- 
tum Dei, ut montes Dei, et Ninive dicitur civitas magna Dei, (nam quod Deo magnum, id 


ſcue 
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chaos; and that the motion of this mighty wind, had a manifeſt 
alluſion to the action of Incubation (1), which doctrine is alſo 
taught by thoſe who allow this Spirit to be an active principle. 


ſane magnum ſit oportet.) Poli Synopf. „ The Spirit, or Air, of Cad, moved upon the 
face of the waters; the original word, which in our tranſlation we render Spirit, 
ce equally ſignifying either Spirit, or Air, or Wind, or Breath And as for this 
<< atmoſphere being called, the Air of Gop, it is a method of ſpeaking common to 
be the Hebrews, whenever they had a mind to expreſs any thing, that was high, 
elevated, or eminent in its kind, to call it a thing of God, the mountains of 
« God,—the cedars of God ;——the atmoſphere, therefore, may well be called, 

| ©. the air of God, on account of its elevation, and the great height of its expan- 
<< ſion, over the ſurface of the waters. And that the Jets underſtood this paſſage 
<« in this ſenſe, appeareth plainly, from the Chaldee paraphraſe of the learned Onle- 
<« Hs, on this verſe—And the air BLEW from Gop on the ſurface of the waters, which 
< continueth to be the common opinion among the Jews ; and was alſo the opinion 
cc of Tertullian and Theodoret.” Dr. Clayton's Vindication of the TLIROTY of the 


Old and New Teſtament, Part II. p. 48. 


© 3 Bop Dicitur in creatione Dei & pivitus ue; ſe aber faciem aquarum, nempe ut 
ce incubatione ſua vim vi vroificam aguis inderet, ut ex ijs cetera m Bocharti 


i erozoic. 
n 


« Ut volucres primum pendulæ volitant, ſuper ova et pulles, deinde tis incubant, calorem 
aſpirant, fovent, animant : Ita Spiritus Sanctus vitali in nfuſe calore, protificam vim aquis 
largiebatur.” Poli Synopl. | 1 


7 


It is a metaphor from birds hovering over, and fitting upon, their eggs, and | 
young ones, to cheriſh, warm, and quicken them.“ Pools Annot, | 


« The word we have tranſlated moved, ſignifies literally brooded upon the wa- 
ters, as a hen doth upon her eggs: Now the Spirit of God moved upon the wa- 
d ters, that by its Incubation (as we may call it) it might not only ſeparate—thoſe 

« parts which were jumbled together, but give a vivific virtue to ns” to produce 
what was contained 1 in them.” Patrick's Commentaries. 


Thou, O Spirit— —— —— 
— Thou from the firſt 
Waſt preſent, and with mighty wings out-ſpread 
Dove-like, ſat'ſt brooding on the vaſt abyſs, 
And mad'ſt it pregnant. MIL rox. 
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Now if this motion of the air, or wind; or even of the Spirit 
of God, upon the ſurface of the watery chaos, has, from ſo remote 
antiquity, been thought to allude, and refer, to Incubation, and if 
Incubation be the action of a hen, or any other bird, brooding up- 
on her eggs, can we be at a loſs to diſcover, whence A4rifophanes 
had his Co/mogony, when we find the traces, of ſuch a groſs inter- 
pretation, preſerved in a Pagan Poet? Does not the doctrine of the 


Mundane Egg. Wet flow, from this ſuppoſed doctrine of 128 : 
cubation ? 


To juſtify this ſentiment, let us compare the deſcription of the 
antient Co/mogony given by Ariſtophanes, with this doctrine of In- 
cubation, as it is taught by the interpreters of Moſes. In order 


to this we muſt take the e of Siving the deſeription in the 
* | 


NaQO. ny, 8 wb 27400. TE MEAQY Trey” xj Taglage. i eo 
Tu #89” ang, oud' duοενν. nv epeftes e. & Tegoot von. 
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Now as © this paſſage, which is conceived, not without reaſon, 
* to have been a piece of the old atheiſtic ſyſtem, is ludicrouſly 
c introduced in a comedy (1);” the Poet could not, in all na- 
ture, have furniſhed himſelf with ſuch a foundation for his fable, 
as this metaphor from Incubation, afforded him: and what bounds 
could be ſet to a fruitful imagination, where his ſubje& had no 
bounds? Here was a chaos, and darkneſs, mfinite, coeval, and 


(1) Univerſal Hiſtory, Vol. I. p. 37. 
F prior 
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prior to any other befng, gods or men; the Poet, therefore, had 
nothing more to do, than to follow the tradition, from the earlieſt 
antiquity, concerning this MIGHTY WIND, /itting and brooding 
over the INFINITE, DARK, ABYSS, and to carry on the prolific 
' metaphor. 


Accordingly, DARRN ESS, or in the poetic ſtyle, N1icuar, is 
introduced, in the only character in nature, proper to Incubation, 
as a bird; Nut peAavoriep©-, her wings are black, as darkneſs it- 
ſelf; and as Incubation neceſſarily ſuppoſes one Egg, at leaſt; this 
bird lays a moſt wonderful one; vuTyeutioy wor: not an EGG of 
WIND, according to the ſenſe of this paſſage given above (1), for 
with great deference to thoſe learned Gentlemen, it cannot eafily 
be imagined, that the Poet would uſe the word Umywepuuoy, in a ſenſe, 
that was abſolutely inconſiſtent with the deſign of his fable: if 
Night was to lay this firſt Egg, is it poſſible, that it ſhould be 
an E66 of WinD, when he makes it a moſt prolific one? It is 
true, urea wa, are Ova ventoſa, irrita, addle Eggs; thus Ari- 
Rophanes himſelf, in his Daedalus, roννα Twv dex guoruy Bic Urn- 
wie T wa TAA&x* but here, the Poet, in the uſe of the word, 
keeping 1 in his view, the antient tradition, of a mighty and im- 
petuous wind, hovering over an infinite dark abyſs, ſeems to have 
preſerved the original, and literal ſenſe ; UTHVEja101 H Toy &@yEpov* 
Suidas: to which the editor adds, the ein note J en, 
ſcribe, uur u Sophocles, Antigone, 1. 417. 


Kabnued engen 2X Toa yw uf “i 
Conſedimus locis in Jummis ſub ventum. 
 Scholiaſtes. vH Ii Ta uro Toy drehen 8% er aſſus TB o ehe- 


Now this original, literal, ſenſe of the a ruth, n 
THE WIN p, ſets the paſſage, obſcure as it is, in a very different 


(1) Fage 37. 
| point 
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point of view, and renders it expreſſive of that part of the antient 
tradition, which teaches, that it was a mighty Wind, that moved 
upon, and hovered over, the dark watery chaos Night with ſable 
Wings, laid the * Egg under the Wind, in the vaſt boſom of . 


But, to proceed ; as this Egg was, by ſuppoſition, prior to eve- 


ry other Being, one might have expected that it ſhould have con- 


tained, in its infinite ſhell, every thing that was to have exiſted ; 


but as it was an abſurdity too great, for atheiſm itſelf, to have 


ſuppoſed, that every thing in nature could proceed from NoTHING ; 


(for night and darkneſs are mere negations of being ;) from this 


worterfal Egg, the Poet ſays, in proceſs of time, TECATENAG heres 
wpeus* Scil. wpais Enwaops, at the end of the time of Incubation, pro- 
ceeded an active principle, (for that muſt have been an active 


principle, from which every thing in nature was to derive its be- 
ing, ) by the name of, Egos o Toys, amiable Love, which by its 


all-powerful influence on the dark, unbounded abyſs, gave being 
both to gods and men, 


And now the Poet's imagination begins to glow, with the fire 


ſtolen from off the altar of Moſes. The Spirit of God, (ſays 122 ofes) 


moved, impreſſed a violent motion, upon the ſurface of the waters, that 
were immerſed in darkneſs : inſtead of this active principle, this 
almighty agent; his interpreters, and from them, the moſt antient 
tradition, have introduced a mighty, and impetuous Wind, moving 
upon, and hovering over the dark abyſs, to quicken and vivify 


the watery chaos, for the production of things. And here the 
active principle of the Poet appears, &xws argmwxar divas (1 1), 


in the likeneſs of a mighty Wing, the moſt impetuous of winds : 
the expreſſion is very Moſaical (2); (as interpreters have made it 
Meoſaical) the wind of God—a mighty Wind. 


(1) Amy it is true, ſignifies, a ed which as it moves circularly, was the 
moſt proper word, to expreſs its effects, in 11 09 all things in the unbounded 
chaos. | (2) See p. 32. 
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When a fable is founded on tradition, from an hiſtorical fact, 
or fats, miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood, it muſt be expected 
that confuſion will have ſome place in the compoſition. ©* The 
« Coſmogony of Hefiod, is ſomewhat confuſed, beginning twice 
« from the chaos (1).” In the ſame manner our Poet begins his, 
twice, from a Bird. But there was, perhaps, a reaſon for this con- 
duct; as his fable began with wings, it was neceſſary it ſhould 
end in character: he had furniſhed Night, with ſable wings; be- 
fore, therefore, he could with any propriety ſay, that amiable 
Love coupled with the obſcure chaos, he gives this active princi- 
ple, wings of gold; when mixing with the ſable-winged, wide- 
extended chaos, it eveorſeas yerO nueregor, brooded. over, and 
hatched the race of mankind, and all the immortal gods. Thus, 

as the fable was originally founded on, it is finiſhed by, this 
wonderful doctrine of IncuBaTION. And thus it appears, that 
the Coſmogony, and the Theogony of the Poet is the ſame, 


By this time the candid, and unprejudiced Reader, will be able 
to judge, which of the two has the beſt title to priority, the 
Moſaic, or the Egyptian, fluid chaos. Were the late noble Lord 
now living, we could venture to appeal, even to his Lordſhip, 
whether it was poſſible for Moſes, to borrow his plain, ſimple, ra- 
tional, account of the beginning of things, from nothing, from a 
ſtate of non-exitence, by the agency of Omnipotence ; and of 
the ſtate of our earth, whilſt it was a mere maſs. of unformed 
matter, before any ſeparation of its earthy and watery parts was 
produced, by the ſame almighty Power; whether, I ſay, it was 

poſſible for Moſes to borrow his account, from a wild, extrava- 
gant, and unintelligible fable, of the original chaotic ſtate of the 
e that is, of innumerable worlds, even ſyſtems of worlds, 
when ſuch an immenſe chaos never exiſted, except in the 1 imagi- 
nation of Philoſophers and Poets? 


(1 1) Univerſal Hiſtory, Vol. I p. 30. 5 x 
5 | But 
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But to conclude, this neceſſary digreſſion from our main deſign ; 
if ever there was a fluid chaos, as Moſes in a profeſſed hiſtory of crea- 
tion, has expreſly declared, on the authority of the Creator; and 

if tradition, univerſally, and Arlophanes, in particular, on the 
credit of univerſal tradition, atteſt to the truth of ſuch a fact, 
(and tradition neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſome preceding fact,) let us ſtrip 
this account of the chaos, of its poetical dreſs, and ſeparate the 
jact, from the fable, and it will appear, that the Egyptians, and. 
other antient nations, have borrowed the notion of a fluid chaos, 
by tradition, from the one, particular, original fact, preſerved i in 
the writings of the Author of the book of Genefis. But the de- 


monſtration of ſo ren a truth is reſerved to the next 
chapter. 


CHAP. 


4 


CHAP. 5 
of, the Formation of the 8 Men. 


- 


Jam conſtat ibaa tellurem eſſe Planetam ; multoſque eſſe Planetas, præter tel- 
lurem, ejuſdem indolis, ſimiliſque materiæ et formæ: quos omnes probabile eſt, 
eundem, habuiſſe ſuæ originis modum et principium: nempe, unumquemque 
ortum eſſe e ſuo chao. ſin coævos feceris, tot oportebit ſupponere chaos, 

| que ſunt primarii Planetæ. Burnet, MW. 3 - + 5 


The F Fit he 


TAVIN G traced the general notion of a fluid chaos, up to its 
original, we come now to the Formation of the Syſtem, on 
the true Moſaic doctrine of the chaos, as contained i in our fourth 
propoſition ; ; 35 
| PROP. IV. 3 
That theſe ſeveral maſſes of matter, [of which the heavens, 
« the heavenly bodies, and the earth, do conſiſt] were, at their 
« creation, in a chaotic ſtate ; each of them a diſtinct ſuid chaos; 
« without any form, except what aroſe from that particular gra- 
„ vity, or tendency of their ſeveral particles, to the centres of 
* their reſpective maſſes, which the Creator ſeems to have im- 
40 F on them, at the beginning. 


For, if in the beginning, God created the heavenly 1 the 
Sun, the Moon, and the other planets, &c. when he created the 
Earth; and if the Earth, at its creation, was without form and 
void, a mere confuſed maſs of matter, whoſe ſurface, and parts 
contiguous, to a conſiderable depth, were water; (for darkneſs 
was upon the face, the ſurface of the DEEP ;) it is very natural 


to 
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to ſuppoſe that theſe heavenly bodies, the ſun, the moon, and the 
other planets, &c. which from a ſimilar ſtate of non-exiſtence, 
were commanded into being, at the ſame time with the earth, 
came out of the hands of the Creator, in ſimilar circumſtances ; 
that is, that they likewiſe, were without form and void, mere con- 
fuſed maſſes of matter, whoſe ſurfaces, and parts contiguous, to a 
conſiderable depth, were water. It is natural, I ſay, to ſuppoſe, 
this was the caſe; but it is much more than a ſuppoſition: for, 
when Maſes had given us the particulars of the divine proceſs; in 
the creation, and the formation, of the ſeveral bodies in the ſyſtem, 


he ſums up the whole, in one comprehenſive word (1) —Tnus, 
-Txvs, the heavens, the heavenly bodies, and the earth were 
1 finiſhed, 


(1) Ry II. 1. Or Ine; the bangers, Sn viveaily bodies; even ith he hoft 
of them, and the earth were finiſhed. . See the paraphraſe. But here, perhaps, 
we ſhall be told by ſome critic, that the van, which our tranſlators have ren- 
dered THvus,. ſhould have been tranſlated, as the Septuagint have it, AND ; and the 
heavens and the earth were finiſhed. But as among the various ſenſes of the Hebrew, 
.vau,. (and ſo of the Greet K,) which can be determined only by the context, it is, 
not infrequently, expreſſive of the manner of an action; and anſwers to, fic, ita, in 
' hunc madum. 1 Sam. XXX. 18. Thus David recovered all ;—2 Kings V. 27.— 
Thus he went out from his preſence ;—Ezek. IV. 5.83 ſhalt thou bear the ini- 
quity ;—Matth. XV. 6. Thus have ye made—XXVII. 64. Sa the laſt error ſhall 
be worſe than the firſt, So Moſes, by repeating the ſame ſentiment in the context, 
in other, but very emphatical language, has fixed the ſenſe of the particle to 
Tus, — in the fame manner as; THESE are the generations of the heavens, and 
of the earth, when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth, and 
the heavens, chap. II. 4. The tranſpoſition of the words heavens and earth, in the 
| ſame verſe, is very remarkable; Moſes does not ſay, in the day that. the Lord 
God made the heayens and the earth, which would ſound like a vain tautology, 
but the earth and the heavens: for excepting God's giving the earth its di- 
urnal motion, and at the ſame time preparing the light, even the fun, by making. it 
a globe of fire, on the firſt day; the apparent ſubje& of the other five days work, 
according to the letter of Moſes, was, the making of the earth. As if he had ſaid, 
thus have I given a general account of the creation of the bodies of the ſun, the 
moon, and all the planets, &c, and the particulars of the formation of the ſun, and 
of every planet, which by the ſame regular, and gradual proceſs, as the earth under- 
| went, were reduced into the eder, in which they now appear. And as this inter- 
pretation 
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finiſhed, even all the hoſt of them. Tus, that is, in the ſame 


manner, and on the ſame days of our earth, as he had particular- 
ly ſpecified in his firſt chapter. 


pretation is confirmed by the repeated expreſſions of Moſes, concerning the extent of 
the creation; God ſaw every thing that he had made, ch. I. 31.—Ged ended hit wort; 
is work which he had made: II. 2.—all his work which God created fo make, 
ver. 3. And here, (if the Reader will excuſe the length of this note) we cannot 
omit to obſerye, that from theſe laſt cited words, it is evident, that ALL God's 
WORK, was not, could not poſſibly be, (as Mr. Mpiſton aſſerts,) his making our 
ſingle earth. © The Moſaic creation, is not a nice and philoſophical account of the 
« origin of all things; but an hiſtorical and true repreſentation of the formation of 
© our ſmgle earth out of a confuſed chaos, and of the ſucceſſive and viſible changes 
<< thereof each day, till it became the habitation of mankind.” Jhifton's Theory, 
p. 3. ſecond edition. The firſt falſe ſtep that this learned Gentleman took, and 
which naturally led him into ſuch a labyrinth of error, concerning the Moſaic crea- 
tion, was, his totally excluding the very firſt words of: Moſes, from the fix days work, 
„The very firſt words of Moſes plainly imply that the production of all things out 
<« of nothing was precedaneous to the fix days work.” (Id. p. 4.) The anſwer to 
this is ſhort, Moſes ſays, In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth : Mpiſton 
ſays, Before the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. The words of Moſes 
are expreſs, that in /i+ days, the Lord made heaven and earth; Exod. XX. Mhiſton 
infiſts, that in fix days the Lord made, not the heaven and the 'earth, but our ſingle 
earth. In the ſame manner is the account of creation confined, (by the late learned 
and very Reverend Doctor Clayton, Biſhop of Clogher) to this earth, and its atmo- 
ſphere. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, that is, in the begin- 
„ ning of the creation of this world, God created the materials of which this ter- 
“ raqueous globe, together with its incumbent atmoſphere, were compoſed ; for 
4 as I take it for granted, that by the word EARTH, Moſes meaneth this terraqueous 
« globe, which we inhabit, ſo by the word HEAVEN, I ſuppoſe, he means, only that 
<« atmoſphere or firmament of air which ſurroundeth this globe of earth, and which 
God called heaven, it being the ſame word in the original, that is uſed in both 
<< places.” Vindication of the Hiſtory of the Old and New Teſtament, Part II. p. 
43. Similar to this interpretation is that of the late Reverend Doctor Jennings, who, 
. (miſtaking the firſt words of Moſes, for “ the title, or general contents, of the 
. « whole following account, as Mr. Whifton had, for * the preface to the Moſaic 
&« creation,” as poſſitively aſſerts, that they „ expreſly limit it to the Mundane 
4 creation, even the heaven and the earth, And by the heaven in this chapter, is 
meant nothing but the firmament, or air, which ſupports the clouds, as appears 
unn if en BR ache en et ee e ee 3 Ne, from 


he | 
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Now, if the ſeveral bodies were finiſhed in the manner, and in 
the ſame portions of time, ſpecified in his account of the fix 
days work, the changes through which they ſeverally paſſed, 
in their formation, muſt have been the ſame, through which 
the 1 of the earth paſſed, from 7 to day, till it was 

finiſhed. 


« from ver. 7. and 8. God made the firmament and divided the waters which were under 
& the firmament, from the waters that were above the firmament, and he called the firma- 
nent HEAVEN. The Moſaic account of the creation ſeems plainly therefore, to 
c be a deſigned account of the creation of this planet only, viz. the earth and its 
« atmoſphere, with its various furniture; the ſun, and many, at leaſt, of the ſtars 
N. being, it may be, created before. Though it is not unlikely, that the moon, be- 
de ing a conſtant attendant on the earth, and deſigned, in a good meaſure, for the 
« uſe of 1 it, was created at the ſame time,” (Appendix to the Uſe of the Globes, p. 127.) 


Though the particular proofs we have brought for the true Moſaic ſenſe, and uſe, 


of the word heaven, or heavens, are ſufficient to eſtabliſh the ſuperior authority of the 
divine Writer, in this material point; it will not be improper, in anſwer to his 
Lordſhip to ſhew, that if there were no ſuch particular proofs, his 1 interpretation is 


entirely founded on a ſuppoſition, which has no other ſupport than an aſſumption of 


his own, that is inconſiſtent with the interpretation of theſe very words, that his 
Lordſhip gives in the ſentence immediately preceding this aſſumption. „In the 


& beginning God created the heaven and the earth; that is, — God created the materials, 


« of which this terraqueous globe, together with its incumbent. atmoſphere, were 


«© compoſed.” (ut ſupra) Now it is very evident, that by the word Earth, Me ofes 


could not mean this terraqueous globe, becauſe, by his Lordſhip's confeſſion, it was 
not a terraqueous globe, but only the materials of which it, and its incumbent at- 


moſphere, were compoſed. For when the materials, the matter, was created, it was 
without form, and therefore could not be a terraqueous globe, till the Creator had 


induced that form, but a mere chaos. And as his Lordſhip's notion of the heaven, 
being nothing but the atmoſphere, is built 'upon this groundleſs ſuppoſition, and by 
the word Earth, Moſes could not mean our terraqueous globe, it is impoſſible, that by 
the word Heaven, he could mean the atmoſphere, becauſe there was, as yet, no terra- 
queous globe, and conſequently there could be no err no atmoſphere to ſur- 
round what was not. | 


On the reaſoning of the other hed 1 let it be 8 ; that if, be- 
cauſe God called the firmament heaven,” it follows, that the words, In the be- 
« ginning Cod created the heaven and the earth, limit the Moſaic account to the creation 
“ of the earth and its atmoſphere; then becauſe God called the dry land earth, 
it will juſt as conſequentially follow, that theſe words limit the Moſaic account to the 

— — . creation 


Kare 


1 


finiſhed. It is true, the ſun being a body, /i generis, and from 
its peculiar nature, and uſe, in the Syſtem, required a change pe- 
culiar to itſelf, which was effected by God's ſaying Let tbere 
be light—and inſtantaneouſly the body of the fun became a globe 
of fire; and there was light ; yet as there are ſeveral phznomena, 
In the body of the fun, imilar to thoſe that appear in the earth 


creation of the &y land, (excluſive of the 3 and the FOI or air that 
ſupports the clouds. But to put an end to this difagreeable note: it is very evident, 
that in whatever ſenſe the words, heaven and aarth, are to be underſtood in chap. I. 1, 
whether by oſs, or his interpreters, they muſt have the ſame meaning in chap. Fe 

1, 4. Let us uy how theſe ſeveral paſſages will bear theſe n Sata 


„ Dx. C LAYTON. 
Gen. I. 1. In the beginning God created the atmoſphere, or firmament of air, 
I. and the terraqueous globe. 


| I. 1. Thus the atmoſphere, or firmament of air, and the teeraqueou globe 
were finiſhed, and all the hoſt of them, 


4. Theſe are the generations of the atmoſphere or firmament of air, and 
the terraqueous globe, when they were created, in the day that the Lord: 
God created the es rags globe and T0 atmoſ phere © or firmament of 


air. 
Dx. ann 8. 


Gen, I. 1. hs the 8 God created the ns: or air that oppor 
| the elouds, and the earth. 


II. I. Fus the Armament, or air that fopports the clouds, and the earth 


were finiſhed, and all the hoft of them. "A nne 
1 ys '  Phefe are the We 'of the Remament, or r alt thar bur the 


Hd 


clouds. n my 


„ 


ith the fame ſandy pion is built 4 REP avintlligible 3 of 60 « that 
<< truly learned and uſeful Auther, John Hutchinſon, EIS“ (as his cditors ſtyle. him) 
though he has greatly improved on the notion of theſe: Gentlemen ;.they.allow only 
one atmoſphere, or body of air to our earth; and then modeſtly fay, In the beginning, 
God created this air, and the earth; but this learned eſquire, in contradiction to. 
ſcripture, reaſon, and common ſenſe, inſiſts, that in the beginning God created THz 
Ains, and this earth, that is, more atmoſpheres to the earth than one; for that is 
a neceſſary conſequence to his taking the firmament or expanſe, for heayen, (which. 
is indeed the true Moſaic ſenſe of the word,) and then giving the word Ain, a plural 
form, i in which it never yet appeared in BY language. 
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and tlie other planets, the body of the ſun muſt have paſſed 
through the ſame changes, as the earth, and the other bodies 
of the Syſtem. did, to produce ſimilar phænomena. Now if 
the other bodies paſſed through the ſame changeb, (except 

as above-excepted;) the ſtate: in which theſe bodies were, at: 


- hate creation; that is, before any change had paſſed on then, 
muſt bann been the fame: but the earth at its creation, before it 


- - - 1 


therefore, and the other Remy b e, muſt h tha beet 73 the 


ive been upon the face of each of them; and as it Was the Haig 
furface of the earth, that was covered with darkneſs,” the ſurf des 
* every Dog in the Syſtem em, r . muſt | have Been in a Hud ſtate, 7 2H a 

Now that the body or thee ſun was, at its creation; inder 
form, and void of light and heat, is evident, becauſe darkneſs 
Was upon the fluid ſurface of the earth, and conſequently oft the 
fluid ſurfaces of every body, that was in tlie beginning created 
with the earth, agreeable to Prop: VI. „That the imtmenfe maſs 
« of matter, of which the body of the ſun confifts, was, [by 
22 Prop. IV.] in a chaotic ſtate, void of motion, light, and heat; 
« darkneſs muſt neceſſarily. have been upon its fluid ſurface; and 
4 conſequently, upon the fluid ſurfaces of every body in the 8. 
tem.“ And that every other of the heavenly bodies, were 
without form, is evident, becauſe they were all formed in the 
e manner, as the earth was formed, (Props X. ] 


This 8 needs no 1 proof, Than, the application 5 


thoſe ſeveral changes, to the ſun; and every primary planet. We 


ſhall inſtance 3 in the How of this doctrine to the ſun. | 
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In the beginning, God created the heavenly bodies (for the 


earth is a heavenly body, to every primary planet) and the ſun. 


And the ſun was without form, and void, and darkneſs was upon the 
face of the deep: and the Spirit of God moved, impreſſed a violent 
motion, upon the face of the waters ; upon its fluid ſurface. And 
God ſaid, Let there be hight ;——and the immenſe body of the ſun, 
inſtantaneouſly became a globe of fire and there war light. 


Though we would not lay too great a ſtreſs, on the bare ety- 
mology of a word, becauſe various, and contradictory opinions 
have been founded, on as various and contradictory derivations of 
the ſame word; (a more lively and remarkable inſtance of which 
the Reader will hardly find, than in the word before us;) yet if 
we look into the primary ſignification, of the word heaven, or 
heavens, in the original, we may, perhaps, diſcover a very ſtriking 
reaſon for the name, previous to the formation of the ' ſun, the 


moon, and the other planets ; and conſequently before the exiſt- 


ence of the firmament, or atmoſphere, of the earth, which God 


called heaven. This reaſon, we apprehend, is diſcovered by Mo- 


fes, in the very name hd compoſed of two radical words, which 


| ſeem plainly to point out to us the nature of thoſe bodies, to which 


the word was firſt applied, viz. Ov there Ob [are] waters (1). 


(1) Buxtorf derives the word, from the * root, though his reaſon for the name, 
is as wide from the truth, as is his notion of the thing. TIYDUW cœlum, coeli, formam 
habet dualem, quaſi a H ab aquis, que duplices ſunt ſuperiores et inferiores. Hinc etiam, 
eompoſitum volunt quaſi ex TAU illic, TI\P aque. But ſuppoſe the word in the dual form, 
it can be no reaſon, for the etymology of a word, that was given to a number of 
bodies, before their could be any ſuperior and inferior waters; before any atmoſphere 


| was formed to any of thoſe bodies, which alone could divide the waters from the 


2 


waters. The firmament, it is true, is called by him that made it, heaven, but for 
a very different reaſon; viz. becauſe theſe bodies were to be ſet, or placed, in this 
heaven; and therefore they are ſtiled the ho/? of heaven, and we call them heavenly 
bodies, (ſee p. 24.) And what will confirm this reaſoning, is, (as we ſhall ſoon ſee) 
that every planet in the Syſtem is furniſhed with a firmament or heaven; and 
therefore as our earth is ſet, or placed, in the heaven of each of them, ſhe is a hea- 
venly body to them, as they are heavenlybodies to us, | 

| Now 
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Now if the word Ew heaven, or heavens, be plainly derived 
from a root, which manifeſtly ſignifies water, and if the heavens, 


the heavenly bodies, that is, if the ſeveral maſſes of matter of 


which theſe heavens, theſe heavenly bodies, the ſun, the moon, 
and the planets do conſiſt, were, at their creation, each of them 
a fluid chaos, as the earth was; can it be doubted, that the Creator 


gave them this ſignificant name, to diſcover to mankind the true 
ſtate and condition, in which theſe bodies were created, before he 


had exerted any fingle a& of his almighty Wiſdom and Power in 


the formation of any one body in the Syſtem ? If therefore, as we 


have elſewhere demonſtrated (1), the Moſaic account of creation, 


may, with the ſame hiſtorical truth, be applied to Jupiter, and 


the other primary planets, as to the Earth; (and in every ſuch ap- 
plication, the earth would be a heavenly body to Jupiter, and to 
the other primary planets;) and if the body of the earth was ſur- 


rounded with water; (for the Spirit of God moved, impreſſed a 
violent motion, upon the face, the ſurface of the waters ;) and if 


the waters on the ſurface of the earth, were of a conſiderable 
depth, (for darkneſs was over the face, the ſurface, of the deep ;) 
it is evident, that no word in the whole compaſs of language, 
could ſo well have expreſſed, or with ſo much force, elegance, 
and propriety, have pointed out the true ſtate and condition of 
the ſeveral bodies of the Solar, or Planetary Syſtem, as this, that 
is derived from water. Wh 


But the ſun, and every planet, &c. were not only void of light 
and heat, but of motion too. For as motion is not eſſential to 
matter, they muſt neceſſarily have been at reſt, till they ſhould 
have been put into motion by ſome power acting upon them. 
For, by the firſt law of motion, All bodies have ſuch an in- 
% (difference to reſt, or motion, that if once at reſt, they remain 


(1) Moſes and Bolingbroke, p. 55» . 
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<« ſo, till diſturbed by ſome power acting upon them.” But the 

t earth, by name, was diſturbed by the Spirit of God, acting up- 

on it. And the Spirit of Gad maved (1), Iimpreſſed a violent mo- 
tion] upon the face, the ſurface] of the waters (2). As it is very 
evident, that he alone who made, could move the mighty maſs; 
this firſt act of the divine Power, in the formation of the Syſtem, 
is juſtly aſcribed to the SIiRIr of Gop, And as the ſurface of 

the earth manifeſtly moves from. weſt to eaſt, it muſt have had 
a beginning of that motion: and as the fusfaces of the fun and 
the planets, have a ſimilar motion, they likewiſe muſt have had 
a beginning to their motions : but they had the ſame beginning of 
their exiſtence with the earth; were, at their creation, in ſimilar 
circumſtances; were finiſhed in the fame manner, and within the 
ſame periods of time, in every particular of their formation, 
which correſponded with the changes wrought on the earth, from: 
day to day; they muſt have had the ſame beginning of this mo- 
tion; and, therefore, by the ſame Almighty Mover, the ſame 
quantity of motion with which they are now impelled, was im- 
preffed on the ſun, and every planet in the Syſtem. | A ſtanding 
proof of the juſtneſs of this concluſion, is, that not only the earth, 
but the ſun, and every planet, from being, at their creation, per- 
fect ſpheres, are demonſtrated to be oblate ſpheroids, the neceſſary 
conſequence of this motion of their ſurfaces, communicated to 
them on this firſt day, before the formation of their atmoſpheres. | 


Now, if the ſurfaces alone were impreſſed with ſuch a motion, 
their centres muſt have remained at reſt; and conſequently the 
body of the ſun muſt have been placed, by the Creator, 1 in, or £ neat, 


(+) The word in the original, ſtrictiy and properly ſegniſies, os, moved with 
violence, or communicated a violent motion, to a body, that before was at reſt. 

(2) That this Spirit of God was not the air of God, the. wind of God, a mighty 
wind; and that this motion cannot poſſibly allude to e ſee Moſes and Bo- 
bein, „ IE IG OR TT ERAS TS 


2 | that 


* 
= : - * 
4 . » % 4 ” = - 
TIL Y SF IS - 1 21 * 1 * att 
: 4 2 48 oe 4 adn 5 . as WT. 4.1% * ; wes : 1 _ F 
* Ty 22 FEY 2 ö 8 G 2 8 r * lh FER» BEN OF r 2 1 ** 6 en l 1 e 
wy; BEOS n ith 8 x rack da todd 1 . * 0 
} 


the. SOLAR, or PLANETARY, SYSTEM. 55 


that portion. of ſpace which he now poſſeſſes, in the centre of the 
Syſtem; and for the fame reaſon the earth, with every primary 
planet, muſt at their creation, have been placed at the ſame diſ- 
tances, from the body of the then-unformed ſun ; and the ſecon- 
dary planets, at the ſame diſtances from their reſpective primaries, 
as are their preſent mean diftances, from the ſeveral centres of their 
motion : and if the centres, the axes alſo of the ſun, and every 
planet, muſt have remained fixed and unmoved; this motion, 
therefore, now firſt communicated, muſt have been no other, 
than their diurnal motion. 


Ver. 3. And God ſaid (1),——Lef there be hight ; and there was 
hight ;- Let there be dic, ono: the immenſe chaotic body of the 


ſun, 


(1) © And Gad ſaid, —— Theſe words, (fays Dr. Patrick) © are taken notice of 
de by Longinus, mp uus, as a truly lofty expreſſion ; wherein appears the wiſdom 
« of Moſes, who repreſents God like himſelf, commanding things into being, by his 
« word; that is, by his will: for whereſoever we read theſe words in the hiſtory 
of creation, he faid, the meaning muſt be underſtood to be, he _ as Maimo- 
« rides interprets it. More Nev. 


But where is the ſublimity of the woiy "ew and godlike, — if the words 
were not expreſſed? 


4 . God ſaid, commanded, not by ſuch a word or peech * we uſe, which 
ee agree not; with the ſpiritual nature of God; but either by an act of his powerful 
« Will, called the Word of his Power. Heb. I. 3. Or by his ſubſtantial Word, his 


« Son, by whom he made the worlds. Heb. I. 2. who is called the Wosp, partly, | 


85 if not principally for this reaſon. John I. 1, 2, 3, 10. Poole.“ 


But if the Ford, the Son of God, Wide the worlds, did not he make man? and 
on the day that he created man, male and female, did not he, bleſs them by ſuch a 
word or ſpeech as we uſe, when he ſaid unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and reple- 
niſb the earth. — Behold, I have given you every herb, &c. for mea and to every beaſt of 
#he earth—— And it was fo? 


Now if it was ſo, on the ſixth day, why not on every day of the creation ? Why 
Was it not the Werd, the Son of God, who ſaid, by ſuch poor as we uſe, Let 


there 
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ſun, inſtantaneouſly became a globe of fire and there was ligbt (1). 
That the body of the ſun is fire, is demonſtrable: that it was ori- 
ginally an opake body, as void of light, and heat, as any of the 
planets, is evident from the total darkneſs that was neceſſarily 
over its fluid ſurface; and that darkneſs prevailed over the Syſtem, 

xt e till 
there be ligbt—let there be a firmament, &c. was it not he, who, by ſuch ſpeeck as we 
uſe, called the light, Day——the darkneſs, Night——the firmament, Heaven, &c ? 


And here let it be remembered, that there were innumerable witneſſes to theſe ſo 
often-repeated words, ¶ hen he laid the foundations of the earth—awhen he laid the corner 


fone thereof, all the morning ſtars ſang together, and [even] all the Sons of God ſhouted for 
Joy. (Job XXXVIII. 7.) Now though the creation and formation of the earth, and 


the Syſtem to which it belongs, might have produced this univerſal joy, if theſe Sons 
of God had only been witneſſes to a world, a ſyſtem of worlds, riſing up out of no- 
thing, by the mere will of the Creator; yet nothing could have given them ſo grand, 


ſo ſublime, ſo majeſtic an idea, of the incomprehenſible Power of the Creator, as 
the hearing his all- powerful voice, and, at the ſame time, ſeeing the immediate, the 


inſtantaneous effects, of that voice, in every ſingle act of the creation and formation 
of the Syſtem, till the whole was finiſhed, 


(1) Let there be light ;—The grandeur and ſublimity of this ſentiment, is finely ex- 
preſſed, and in bold, yet familiar metaphors, illuſtrated, by Plato, and Dr. Young. 


dos 5 Oto5 ane Deus 15 ſolem, quaſi 7 lumen accendit. In Times. Tom, III. Pp. 
29. edit. ſerrani. 


O thou ! whoſe word from ſolid darkneſs ſtruck vs) bhi 
That ſpark, the SUN— —_— N1cur Thouchrs. 


To reſtore the credit and reputation of Moſes, and to vindicate the honour of the 
Creator, in this ſo-much-miſtaken paſſage ; let the candid Reader compare our plain, 


ſimple, and rational account, of the en of light, with the following opinions 
of the learned. 


« Let there be hi TY and there was light. This Was fore bright and lucid body, 


e peradventure like the fiery cloud in the wilderneſs, giving a ſmall and imperfect 


<« light, ſucceſſively moving over the ſeveral parts of the earth; and afterwards con- 
«« denſed, increaſed, perfected, and gathered together in the ſun.” Poole's Annot. 


« Tt ſeems to me moſt rational by this light, to underſtand thoſe particles of mat; 
<« ter which we call fire, (whoſe two properties, every one knows, are kght and heat) 
« which 
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till God had faijd; Let there be light, is evident, becauſe God ſaid, 


* ere be Wer,; 1 and uin thre was light, - 


c which the * Spirit that formed all things, produced as the great 1 nſtrument, 
for the preparation-and digeſtion of the reſt of the matter, which was ſtiltmore vi- 


<«« gorouſly moved and agitated, from the top to the bottom, by this reſtleſs element, 
< till. the purer and more ſhining parts of it, being ſeparated from the . and 
* united in a body fit to retain h became /ight.” 


= And God faw the light, that it was. gud;— agreeable to his deſign; which for 


ce the preſent was (we may conceive) to influence the upper parts of the CHAos, 


« and to de the inſtrument of rarefaction, ſeparation, and all the reſt of the ope- 
e rations, which: were neceſſary to mold it into ſuck creatures, as were afcerwe aan 
«© made out of it.” Lord Biſhop of Ely's Commentary. 


*The Spirit of God moved upon the Auid matter, and ſeparated the parts it con- 
< ſiſted of from one another; ſome of them ſhined like the light of the day, others 
ce were opaque, like the darkneſs of the night ; God ſeparated them one from the 
cc other ; and this was the firſt ſtep taken in the formation of the world.” Shuckford's 


| Connexion, Preface to Vol. I. p. 38. 


Let there be light ; * chis ſeems not to be a command here, but a permiſſion ; as 


< much as to ſay, Let light be, if it wil, or if it can, or if it chance, or if any agent can 


<« produce it. But to diſcover what this ſpeech means; where was this light to 


70 be ? *tis afterwards deſcribed to be upon the ſurface of the waters: and what was 


< it formed of? That which was there, that which is juſt before it called the Spirit 


«of God, the airs in motion, which preſently after are alternately changed, and as 


t the motion was acting in one part, was called light, and as it was interrupted in 
& another part, was called darkneſs, And ſince there was motion or action in the 


“e airs, and conſequently a fecond cauſe, it muſt mean, let the motion, which = 


« by my Power have produced, and by diſpoſition of matter continued among the 
tc airs, and tiled my Spirit, ariſe to that degree, or put them into that condition I 
« call light. Let there be light.] © The other inſtrument made uſe of to poliſh the 
cc earth, in itſelf rude and unformed, and the very darkneſs, and the yet turbid wa- 
ce ter, was the light; the embelliſher of things, and which gives them their 
« forms, But light which was created the firſt day, rude and imperfect, began on 
<« the fourth day, to be brought to its perfection and clearneſs.— And there was 
&« light, The means produced the intended effect, made part of the darkneſs light.” 
Hutchinſon's Forks, Vol. I. p. 21, 22. Ir THE LIORHT THAT IS IN THEE, BE 
DARKNESS, HOW GREAT IS THAT DARKNESS 

HE (1) Sir 
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Ver. 4. And God ſaw the light tbat it was good : [that this globe 
of fire, with a velocity, almoſt incredible (1), darted forth its 


rays from every point of its ſtupendous ſurface ;] and, [by the mo- 


tion of the earth, and every other planet, about their reſpective 


axes, ] God divided, [had divided] thb Ago! from [or between the 
light and] the darkneſs. bh 


Ver. 5. And God called the light, [the continuation of the light, 
on every poſſible hemiſphere, of the earth, and of every other 


planet,] day; and the darkneſs, [the time of the ſun's abfence from 
thoſe hemiſſ pheres, ] he called, night. And the evening and the morning. 


were the firſt day (2), to every planet in the Syſtem. Though 
(1) Sir Jſaac Newton has ſhewn, paſt all contradiQion, that the light of the ſun 


is near ſeven minutes in its paſſage to the earth, * is WN to * 70,000,000 


. miles. 


(2) * And the | Hs and the morning were the firſt day. And here (fays the 1 

Dr. Clayton, Lord Biſhop of Clogher) I cannot but take notice of a very vulgar 
<« error, which the bulk of mankind have run into, from a wrong interpretation 
« of this text, in beginning to count their day from the evening. Whereas it is 
« plain from the words of this text, that Ae ſes began to en wy _ 207 ne 
% the morning.” Vindication, Part II. p. 53. | 


(e 


It is amisfortune that ſometimes attends learned men, that the vulgar are in the right, 
when critics and commentators run into error. If Moſes had ſaid, and the morning 


and the evening were the firſt day, it would have been plain from the words of ſuch a 


text, that he began to reckon his firſt day from the morning, and not from the even- 


ing. But the words of Moſes are ſo very plain, and expreſs to the contrary, that they 


cannot- poſſibly be miſinterpreted, though they may be miſunderſtood, even by the 
learned. That Moſes is right in beginning to reckon. his firſt day from the evening, 
is evident, not only from his reckoning the other five days of creation from the 
ſame portion of time, but becauſe the Jews, univerſally, began the ſeventh day, or 
the Sabbath, from the evening : and he that inſpired Moſes, begins the Sabbath from 


the evening. It (the tenth day of the ſeventh month) hall be unto you a ſabbath of 


et; and ye ſhall afflift your ſouls in the ninth day of the month at even: from even to even. 
hall ye celebrate your ſabbath. (Levit. XXIII. 32. compare Exod. XII. 6, 18. Lev. 
XXIV. z. Numb. IX. 11, 21. 15 


3 | | Now 
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it pleaſed the Creator, in fix days to make the heaven and the earth ; 
yet if he could not have finiſhed his work in fix moments, he 
| could 


Nov, if ſo many years after its original inſtitution, the ſabbath was commanded 
to be celebrated, from even to even; and the celebration of the tenth day was ex- 
preſly to begin on the evening of the ninth; the firſt ſabbath, or the ſeventh day 
from the beginning of the creation, muſt have been reckoned from the evening, that 
ſucceeded the morning of the ſixth day. If, therefore, the firſt ſeventh day was 
. reckoned from the evening, that ſucceeded the morning of the ſixth, it is impoſſible, 
that Moſes could begin to reckon his firſt day from the morning. 


But his Lordthip attempts to prove his aſſertion, by adding, “ For, fince at the 


ec creation, darkneſs was upon the face of the deep, as ſoon as the ſun began to 


ee ſhine, then began the day, and continued twelve hours, until the evening cloſed 
« the day, at which time the night having commenced, continued alſo twelve hours 
c more, until the ſucceeding morning cloſed the night ; and thus it was that the 
“ evening and the morning formed and compoſed, or finiſhed and completed, the 
ce firſt natural day, of twenty four hours, by one revolution of the earth round its 
« axis,” (Id. ibid.) | 5 1; 


With great ſubmiſſion to his Lordſhip, the fact was quite otherwiſe : as God him- 
ſelf called the light, day; the day indeed, both natural and artificial, began as ſaon 
as the ſun began to ſhine; but as the queſtion here is, when did the firſt natural 
day begin? In the evening or in the morning? let us ſee how Nature, or the eſta- 
bliſhed order, which the Creator appointed concerning days and nights, evenings 
and mornings, will determine this point, 


Since the revolution of the earth about its axis, (the ſame is to be underſtood of 
the other planets, ) and the light of the ſun, are both of them neceſſary to the forma- 
tion of a day, now; they muſt have been equally neceſſary to the formation of the 
firſt day; and, therefore, the impreſſion of that motion that carries the earth about 
her axis, and the lighting up of the ſun, muſt have been effects of the divine Power, 


produced at one and the ſame moment of time; becauſe time could not begin on the 


earth, or on any other planet in the Syſtem, unleſs their diurnal motion had 
commenced, the moment the ſun firſt began to ſhine, Now as the earth is 
a globe (and ſo of every planet) but one half of her ſurface could be illumi- 
nated at a time; the moment, therefore, the ſun began to ſhine upon that 
hemiſphere, which at the creation, was objected to the body of the ſun, before 
it became a globe of fire, that very moment the day, both natural and artificial 
began; (for God called the light, day;) but then, as the whole hemiſphere 
was illuminated, it muſt have been noon-day. And as a natural day cannot be 
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could not have been the ALMIGHTY. We, indeed, are accuſtom- 
d to call the Myfais creation, the bexaenreron, the fix days work ; 


but 


completed but by one entire revolution of the earth about its axis, the beginning of 
this firſt day muſt be fixed to ſome moment of time, when the ſun was in ſome diſ- 
tinguiſhable part of the heavens, when he firſt began to ſhine; in the horizon, for 
inſtance, or in the meridian : but, as by ſuppoſition, this was the firſt day, the ho- 
rizon is out of the queſtion ; for when'the ſun firft ſhone upon the earth, and indeed 
upon every planet in the Syſtem, it muſt neceſſarily have appeared in its meridian 
glory. The beginning, therefore, of this firſt day muft neceſſarily be fixed to that. 
moment of time, when the ſun was in the meridian of thoſe firſt enlightened hemi- 
ſpheres, of the earth, and every other planet: it was, therefore, impoſlible in na- 
ture that there ſhould have been any morning, to thoſe firſt enlightened hemiſpheres, 
till the planets ſhould have performed ſo much of their firſt revolutions, about 
their reſpective axes, as would bring the ſun to appear in, or near, the horizon of 
thoſe hemiſpheres that were firſt illuminated. Now as the diurnal motion of the 


planets is from weſt, to eaft, as foon as ever the ſun had paſſed to the weſtward of 


theſe firſt meridians ; that is, the moment the ſun began to decline, the evening, on 
each of them commenced, which was ſucceeded by the night, and that followed by 
the morning, on every planet, when the ſun would firſt n in, or near, the bo- 
rizon of their firſt enlightened hemiſpheres, 


Since, therefore, the firſt 8 day is to be mChoned,! from the appearance of 


the ſun in the meridians of the firſt-enlightened hemiſpheres of the earth, and every 


planet; and ſince God called the darkneſs, or the abſence of the ſun, night; when 


the ſun ſhould be in the meridians of their oppoſite hemiſpheres, it would be mid- 


night, to the firſt enlightened ; we have two principal points of time aſcertained ; 
viz. the true aſtronomical evening and morning: for aſtronomers, as well as Me por, 


reckon their morning, from the time of midnight, to that of noon or mid-day ; their 
evening, or peſt meridiem, therefore, muſt be, like the- Yang of M Nees, from noon, 
or or mid-day, to midnight. 


CoROLLA Rx. 


Hence the extreme propriety of the Moſaic account: of the beginning and-ſucooiion, 
of time. And ſince at the inſtant of creation, the ſun was in the meridian, of the firſt 


_ enlightened hemiſpheres, of the ſecondary as well as the primary planets, our moon 


muſt have been at the full ; ate we not indebted to the writings of ſes, for fixing, 


the true foundation of all chronology, even to the moment when time Ow 


this earth, and'to every e in the Syſtem ? 
Nr. B. 
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but we forget the Worker, when, with the learned maſter of the 


Charter-houſe, we weakly compare the work of one day, with 
that of another (1): for whoever will attend to the plain, ſim- 
ple, hiſtorical, relation, of the ſeveral acts of the divine Power, 
from day to day, may be convinced, that each of them was effec- 
ted in a moment, Let there be light—and there wes light. Let 
there be a firmament—and it was jo. 


Nothing can be a greater demonſtration of this truth, than the 
work of this firſt day: for though there be ſeveral diſtinct, and 
very different propoſitions contained in the firſt five verſes, yet 
ſuch is their cloſe connexion with, and dependance on, each other, 
that to form as juſt conceptions as we can, of thoſe acts of the 
divine Wiſdom, as well as Power; we muſt by no means conſi- 
dor theſe aca — and detached — but as 


; | : OD one: 


N. B. If on theſe two certain and infallible data, the fir ft meridian, and the firſt 
full moon, (both of them recorded by Maſes,) the Rev* Mr. Kennedy had founded his. 
laboured Syſtem of AsTRONOMICAL CHRONOLOGY, he never could have aſſerted, 
in contradiction ta the moſt expreſs words of Moſes, and in direct oppoſition to. 

common ſenſe That time commenced at the autumnal equinox, in coincidence 
with a full moon, On the fourth day of the firſt week, at noon.” p. 158, 


(1) « Very unequal are the taſks of theſe days: the firſt day's work was done in. 


e the twinkling of an eye; and ſo I think was the ſecond. But that of the third 


-« day, would be a great and tedious undertaking. Firſt, to ſcoop out ſuch a hol- 


„low, large and deep, as is the channel of the fea; then to derive, or rather 10. 
force down into that ditch, the whole body of waters, that covered the ſurface.. 
4 The work of the fourth day ſeems to be equally laborious : the ſun, the moon, 


<< the ſtars : Good God ! how immenſe were the bodies, that one ſingle day brought. 


« forth in perfe&ion.” 


4. Admodum inzquaha ſunt horum dierum penſa : ring diei opus ictu oculi peractum 
„ fuiſſet: atque ita opinor, ſecundi. Sed diei tertii magnum _eſſet molimen et diuturnum. 
Primo excauare faſſam tantam, quanta eft illa alvei marini ; dein aquas ommes que ſuper- 
e ffciem terre. opertebant, derivare, vel potius detrudere, in illam fa fſam—quarti diei pen- 
* ſum videtur non minus operoſum : ſolem, lunam, ſidera: Deus bone, quot et quanta car- 
C pra, una dies parturiit et per fecit.“ Burnet, Archzol. p. 421, 422. 
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one grand period, compoſed of fo my different members, which 
conſtitute that period : for A 


In the beginning God ee the heaven, the heavenly bodies, 


and the earth; and the earth was without form, and void; and dark- 


neſs was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God moved, 
impreſſed a violent motion, pon the ſurface of the waters. And 
God ſaid, Let there be light; and there was light. Whereas, 


if we take theſe ſeveral propoſitions together, as they lie in the 
text, each of them expreſly connected with the preceding, by 


the ſignificant particle vau, the oneneſs of the period will be ex- 
tremely evident; and the beautiful aſſemblage of ſo many grand, 
and aſtoniſhing ideas, will appear, beyond imagination, ftriking. 
— The heaven, the heavenly bodies and the earth, being created 
«© mere maſſes of matter, without form and void, each of them a 
diſtin& fluid chaos, immerſed in darkneſs ; the Spirit of God im- 
preſſed a violent motion on their fluid ſurfaces, which carried 
them about their reſpeCtive axes; and at the ſame time, God 
« ſaid, Let there be ight——and the immenſe body of the ſun be- 
came a globe of fire, and there was light.” 


66 


For as the motion of the earth, and the other planets, about 
their axes, and the lighting up of the ſun, were equally neceſſary 
to conſtitute a day, on any globe; theſe two acts, of the divine 
Power, muſt have been effected, in one, and the ſame, moment. 
But as from this hiſtory of creation, as well as from other expreſs 
paſſages, in the ſacred writings, it is evident, that in fx days, (as 


days are meaſured to our earth,) God created the. heavens, the hea- 


venly bodies, even all the hoſt of them, and the earth; if on our 
ſeventh day God had finiſhed, or had reſted, from all his work, 


which God had created to make; the creation of the maſſes of 


matter, of which theſe bodies conſiſt, as well as the formation of 


them, 
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them, muſt be comprehended in the fix days work : theſe bodies, 
therefore, were created on the firſt day. But as the firſt day could 
not poſſibly begin, on any planet, till it had been impreſſed with 
a diurnal motion, and till the fun was made a globe of fire; the 


heavenly bodies, and the body of the earth, that is, the maſſes of 


matter, of which they were formed, muſt have been created 
muſt have been impreſſed with a motion about their axes,—and the 
body of the ſun, muſt have been made a globe of fire, in one and 
the ſame moment of time ; even the firſt moment of the firſt day, 
on every planet in the Syſtem. —Infinite God! was this the work. 
of a day Moments and days are both alike to TEE! 
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* * 


CHAP. 1 
of the Formation of the — 


Tertio, memorat Moſes in ſuo W FO I pheenomenon, quod. nullib! 
rerum comparet. Aquas intelligo ſapercœlgſtes: quibus condendis, aut ſuis ſedibus 
diner, Deus impendiſſe dicitur integrum diem. Burnet Archavl P- 47 5 


Fruth ſtill is one, truth is divinely beine 
No cloudy doubts obſcure her native light; 
While in your thoughts you find the leaſt debate, 
You may confound, but never can tranſlate. 
„Pour ſtile will this through all diſguiſes ſhow, 
For none explain more clearly than they know. 
He only proves he under/tanas a text, | 
Whoſe expoſition leaves it unperplekrt. Roscou Mor. 


The Second Day. 


Gen. I. 6. WW. N D God ſaid, Let there be a firmament, [an ex- 


panſe, an expanded ſpherical body of air (1) an 

nn in the midſt of the waters [that are on the ſurfaces of 
the earth, and every other planet and comet; and the fluid mat- 
ter that ſurrounds the body of the ſun,] and the waters [and the 
fluid matter, which by the means of theſe atmoſpheres (2) will 
08 


(r) Air is a coalition of particles of various 1 firſt ſeparated from the 
chaotic maſs, which together conſtitute one fluid body: the whole aſſemblage of 


theſe particles makes what we call the Atmoſphere, 


(2) As vapours are thin veſicles of water, or any other humid matter, inflated 
with air; and by the action of heat, being rarefied to a certain degree, 
are raiſed from the ſurface, and ſuſpended in the atmoſphere, in the form of clouds; 
it was impoſſible that there ſhould have been any waters, except on, or under the ſur- 


faces of the earth, or any other Paget, vi on the firſt 71 3 becauſe there was no air, 


3 Wherewith 
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be, raiſed, and ſuſpended. above their ſurfaces} and let it [this at- 
\ moſphere, and the atmoſpheres of the other planets, &c.} divide 


the waters [the fluid matter] from the waters [and the fluid mat- 
ter on each of them reſpectively} 


42 7. And God made a firmament, lan N an Mi. 


ed ſpherical body of air, an atmoſphere, to the earth and 
every planet, and comet, and to the ſun itſelf,] and divided the 
woters Land the fluid matter of the ſun] which were under the fir- 


mament,. from the waters and flud matter which were above #he Ar. 
mament E each of W and it was fo (1). 


OY! theſe Ss of water 3 be inflated, and thereby rendered ſpeci- 
fically lighter than the waters on the furfaces; no Atmofphere, i in which they could 
de ſuſpended, till che ſecond day. As, therefore, the air alone, in the preſent 
conſtitution of things, (and in the beginning it was fo,) can furniſh the means of 
raiſing water above the fluid ſurfaces of bodies, it is with the greateſt philoſophical 
propriety. ſaid, Let there be a firmament, or atmoſphere, in the midſi of the waters, 
and let it divide the waters from the waters, —Not. thoſe i imaginary waters which ex- 
treme ignorance has placed. above all the viſible heavens, or the region of the 
ſtars; hat as we have ſaid, Let it divide, or ſeparate, or raiſe the waters, in the 


form of vapours, or clouds, from the waters, that now cover the ſurfaces of the 
earth, and every other planet, &c. 


To inſtance in the waters on our earth: as every point of the globe, excepting 
near the poles, would in the ſpace of twenty- fours, be objected to the ſun, the 
quantity of water raiſed above the ſurface would be immenſe. For, if the quanti- 
ty of vapour exhaled in one ſummer's day, from the ſurface of the Mediterranean 
alone, according to the calculation of Dr. Halley,. (Philoſoph, Tranſact. abridged 
by Loewthorp, Vol. II. p. 109. Ed. 4.) (abſtracting from any conſideration of 
the winds, whereby the ſurface of the water is licked up, ſomewhat faſter than 
it is exhaled by the heat of the ſun, ) was, 5, 280, ooo, ooo tuns; how immenſe muſt 
be the quantity exhaled from the ſurface of the whole globe, (for the dry land did 
not yet appear, ) whoſe diameter is computed to be 6880 geographical miles. 

(1) And i it Was. 2 That there might be no poſſible foundation for a doubt, con- 
cerning the true literal and obvious ſenſe of the ſacred text, theſe words occur no 
leſs than fix times; as if the Spirit of God, had deſigned to guard againſt a method 
of interpretation, ſo deſtructive of common ſenſe, as is that of allegorizing, or 
cloathing the plaineſt truths with the thickeſt vell of obſcuijty. | 


I Ver, 
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Ver. 8. And God called the firmament [the expanſe, the ex- 
panded air, the atmoſphere, on each of them] Heaven (1) : and 
the evening and the morning were [to the earth] the ſecond day. 
[to the other planets, the day that correſponded 1 in the whole, or 
in part with our ſecond], „„ 
That the ſun, with every planet and comet in our Syſtem, are 
ſurniſhed with atmoſpheres, is demonſtrable: but if, (as has 
been argued (2) above) they were all created together; were 


each of them a fluid chaos, immerſed in darkneſs; and if, whilſt | 


they were in this fluid ſtate, they were impreſſed with ſuch a. 
violent motion, that cauſed them to revolve about their axes, they 
muſt have had this motion communicated to them, by the ſame 
almighty mover, when he impreſſed the earth with her diurnal 
motion. By the ſame manner of reaſoning, when God ſaid, Let 
there be a firmament, &c. to divide the waters, &c. the almighty 
efficacy of that fiat, muſt have extended to every one of the hea- 
venly bodies, as well as to the earth. A ſtanding proof of the 
truth of this propoſition, is, the oblate ſpheroidical form of the 
ſun, and all the planets ; for ſuch a figure is the neceſſary effect 
of that violent motion, which the Spirit of God, communicated 
to theſe bodies, whilſt in a chaotic and fluid ſtate (3). 
e | But 
(1) For the ſun, the earth, and the other planets, by being ſet in the firma- 


ments of Saturn, Jupiter, &c. would be heavenly bodies to an as hey are 
heavenly bodies to the earth. See p. * . | | 

(2) P. 54. . 8 

(3) See Moſes and Boli . p 33, 1 | 

« One effect (fays the Ld. Bifhop of Clogher ) which would 1775 from the 
c motion of the earth round its axis would be, that the. waters, which before 
« were equally diſperſed over the whole earth, would immediately begin to quit 
<< the poles, and would all run towards the equator on the middle of the earth, 
« (Vindication, ut. ſupra, p. 64)—And by gathering themſelves in that one place, as 
« jt were in a heap, the earth, all the way from the poles to the edge of the 
« waters under the equator, would begin to appear, and at length become firm 
« and dry ground. By which means, this terraqueous globe would be divided 


3 0 into 
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But beſides this primary deſign of making firmaments to ſeparate 
the waters from the waters, there was one grand and mechanical 
purpoſe it was to ſerve, to which the prophet ſeems evidently to 
_« allude. God himfelf, that formed the earth and made it: HE BSTA- 
cc BLISHED IT: he created it not in vain; HE FORMED IT TO BE 


© INHABITED (1). ” Becauſe it was to be inhabited, he ęſtabliſbed 

it, fixed it FIRM and STABLE, as if it had been abſolutely at reſt ; 
401 ſince, from the great ſimilarity of the other planets, with 
the earth, there can be no reaſon in the world to imagine, that 
God created them in vain; we may fairly conclude, that he 
formed them alſo to be inhabited; and as a proof that the crea- 
tor deſigned them for the habitations of ſome intelligent creatures, 
he hath gfabliſhed them in the ſame manner, as he efabliſhed our 
earth, by furniſhing each of them with a firmament. 

As to the name, Firmament, though the word, in the original, 
properly ſignifies an expanſe, any thing expanded, or. ſtretched 
out (2), yet, becauſe ſuch an expanded body of air, or atmo- 
ſphere, is, by the power of attraction, firmly fixed to the globe, 
to which it is an appendage, may not the ceαν,U.tof the Septu- 
agint, and the FIRMAMENT, of our tranſlators, be very expreſ- 
five of the true * reaſon of the name; and at the 


ce into N parts, two of which would be earth, and would. be ſeparated from 
c one another by a belt of waters under the equator.” (p. 65.) | 

But if the firmament, which God called heaven, be, as his Lordſhip ſuppoſes, 
„ that atmoſphere or firmament of air, which. ſurroundeth this globe of earth, 
was created the firſt day; and if on the firſt day, the motion of the earth round 
| its axis was inſtituted ; though that motion had continued from the creation to 
this day, whilſt the earth was ſurrounded with an atmoſphere of air, it could not 
poſſibly have produced any alteration in the figure of the earth, The preſent 
figure, therefore, of all the bodies in the Syſtem, is an inconteſtable proof, that 
farmaments or atmoſpheres were made to them all, after the inſtitution of their 
diurnal motions, and. therefore they were made on our ſecond day, and conſe- 
quently by one and the ſame almighty Fiat.—Let there be a firmament. 


. (3) Iſa. XLV. 18. (2) L'Eftendue—Eſpandidura. 
I 2 ſame 
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ſame time confirm our explanation of the prophets term, efabh/bed. 

For though the planets revolve about their axes, with a velocity 
hardly to be conceived, the Earth, at the rate of a thouſand, and 
Tupiter” thirty eight thouſand one hundred and fifty nine miles, 
in the ſpace of an hour; yet becauſe their atmoſpheres are thus : 
firmly fixed, neither the extremely rapid diurnal, nor the aſtoniſn- 
ing velocity of their annual motion, can pofſibly be perceived by 
their inhabitants: And indeed, without ſuch a fixture, as an at- 
moſphere may be termed, the earth would have been abſolutely | 
uninkabitable to creatures like us, whoſe breath is in our noſtrils. 
Now, as the air, by the amazing contrivance of him, who form- 
ed our atmoſphere, was to be the neceſſary means of life, 
health, and vigor, to every plant, and every animal, that was 
to be formed out of the earth, or the waters (1), if the other 
planets are furniſhed with animals and plants, formed out of their 


ſabſtances ; may not their refpective atmoſpheres be equally ne- 
ceſſary to the ſame purpoſes of life and vegetation, as they are 
to the rendering thoſe * habitable worlds call 


'Canccrning any poſſible uſe 1 an atthofphiere Cchitipatg 
that immenſe globe of fire in the centre of our Syſtem, it be- 
comes us to be abſolutely filent, though © We cannot deem it 
% impoſſible, that Beings may have been made, fit to reſide, to 


act, and to think, in the very centre, as well as on the ſurface 
<6 of the ſun (2).“ 


| (1) 04 The air-pump, experiments made therein, and others to which theſe gave 
< rife, have diſcovered many properties of the ait, heretofere unknown, which 
4 ſhew the admirable ſagacity of that Being, by whole aſtoniſhing contrivance, that 

< fluid is ſo adjuſted and tempexed, as in effectito ſupport the animal as well as the 
ce vegetable world, and to maintain this part of the Seen in the condition in 
“which it is.” Reſlections on eee pe 8. 2d. Beit. 


(2) Id. p. 2. nt : 
3 ; 3 e 1 | CH AP, 
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CHAP. VL 


AaySave yas dure mero bed ora, dri BE gvor n 2XTUNAL, not on BE berg 
nt di dcr ouverwra, T Oe 1 At d 6 Torts noche vdarr N- 
rare dete dra ere. 2 Pet. III. „ 


. Third bo. 


v er. . 4 N D God 0 OY the waters under the heaven [on 
| the ſurface of the earth, and on the ſurfaces of 
every planet] be gathered together unto one place (1), [on the earth, 


and on each of the pre ] and let the FIR land appear. And 


* was ſo. 


We have ſeen the bodies of the ſun, the earth, and every 


planet in the ſyſtem, whilſt in their chaotic ſtate, revolving about 
| their reſpective axes; whereby, not only the waters that covered 
their ſurfaces, but the yielding particles of the bodies themſelves, 
muſt have receded from the centres of the circles in which they 


(1) Here are no ſuperfluous, no unmeaning words. Unto ONE place, ſeems evi- 


dently to intimate to us, that in the original conſtitution of the earth, there was but 
one continent, or continued tract of land; and but one collection of waters : for though the 
gathering together of thoſe waters that remained on the ſurface, after their ſepara- 
tion from thoſe of the abyſs, were, by him that ſeparated them, called ſeas ; 

was but one gathering together, of many waters; and theſe waters were called /s, 
from the different parts of the globe which they covered, and from the various 
ſhores they waſhed. If. this interpretation be admitted, the very being of iſlands, 


and the ſeparation of the comments, (if they be really ſeparated) are owing to 
the deluge. | 


moved, 
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moved, and that with the greater force, as the peripheries of the 


circles are greater. Hence, the equator,. on each of them, being 
the greateſt circle, and the reſt towards the poles: continually 
decreaſing, this violent motion, though continued but for one 
revolution about their axes, before their atmoſpheres were 
formed, would. neceſſarily change their original forms (1), from 


ſpheres (2) to oblate ſpheroids ( . ; and a ſpheroid is the demon- 


ſtrated figure of every planet, and of the ſun itſelf... 


. 


Since, therefore, the preſent figures of theſe bodies are the 


Gun as that of the earth, before the ſeparation of the waters 


from the dry land, they muſt, like. our earth, have been formed 


under the waters (4); ; that is, the figure of theſe bodies was fix- 
ed; 


(1) Original Porms ; ; according to our rIVth Prop. ce That the ſeveral maſſes of 
« matter (of which the heavenly bodies and the earth do conſiſt) were at their 
creation, each of them a diſtinct chaos, without any form, except what aroſe 
from that particular gravity, or tendency of their ſeveral particles, to the centres 


« of their reſpective maſſes, which the creator ſeems to have impreſſed, on every: 
« particle of matter, at the beginning.” 


(2) This is that ſpecies of gravity of which the great Sir Jaac Newton ſpeaks — 
« Gutta corporis cujuſque fluidi, ut figuram globoſam inducere conentur, facit 
e mutua particularum ſuarum attractio, eodem modo quo terra mariaque in rotun- 
ditatem undique conglobantur, partium ſuarum attractione mutua, quz eſt gra- 
« witas.” Optic. p. 338. * The mutual attraction of their parts, cauſes the drops 
<« of every fluid body to take upon them a ſpherical figure, in the ſame manner 


« as the earth, and the ſeas, are formed into a Ae ſphere, by the mutual 
c attraction of their parts, which i is gravity.” 


160 


(3) See Moſes and Bolingbroke: p. 33. 


14 4 


(4) The earth was formed, but in the 3 as yet 
Of waters, embryon, immature involy'd, 


Appeared not. Parad. Loft, B. VII. 276. 


The author of the book of Job, has a very remarkable paſſage to this purpoſe, 
chap. XXVI. 5, 6, 7. Dead things are formed from under the waters, and the in- 
habitants thereof. — That the author is here ſpeaking of the wiſdom and power of 
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ed ; and the diſpoſition: of their parts into hills, valleys, moun- 
tains, pp and for the reception of thoſe waters 


God, in creation, | is evident from ver. 7. He PRI out the Narth over te empty 
Place, and HANGETH THE EARTH UPON NOTHING upon her centre, a mere 
"Oy point, which is nothing. 


And earth ſelf. balanced, on her centre hung. Mi lon, B. VI. 8 242 


T he. waters, therefore, that are here ſpoken of, muſt be the waters that covered 
the whole earth at the creation: now, theſe dead things cannot poſſibly ſignify li- 
terally, things that ever had life, becauſe nothing that had life, either vegetative, 
or animal, was formed, till after the ſeparation of the waters from the dry land 
was completed. Dead things, therefore, muſt mean figuratively, things inanimate. 
And for the ſame reaſon, the word inhabitants, muſt alſo ſignify, metaphorically, 
thoſe things that were in or upon, what was formed under the waters.—Dead or 
inanimate things, [the earth] and the inhabitants thereof, [all that is in, or upon it,] 
were formed from under the waters that is, the earth, whilſt under the waters, re- 
ceived its ſpheroidical form; its mountains were brought forth, its hills were ſettled; 
its metals, minerals, marles, clays, &c. &c. were all formed, with the body of 
the earth, under the waters, that covered it at the beginning. And that the thick 
covering of the deep, could be no obſtacle to the divine power, in thus forming 
the earth and its contents, the author immediately adds, (ver. 6.) Hell [the moſt 
dark and ſecret place! ts naked I open] befare him, and deſtruction hath no covering. 
3 0 confirm this interpretation, let it be obſerved, that the writer of the CIVth 
Plalm, the beſt « commentator on this work of the third day, in celebrating the ma- 
jeſty of God i in the creation, having afcribed to him the laying of the foundations 
of the earth, that it ſhould not be removed for ever, adds, — hou covered/t it with 
the DEEP (the very expreſſion of doſes) as with, a garment : THE WATERS $T00D 
ABOVE THE, MOUNTAINS. The mountains, therefore, muſt have been formed, 
whilſt the earth was this covered with the DEET as with a garment; and if the 
mountains, the valleys alſo, the hills and plains, and the different ſtrata of which 
they were compoſed, muſt have been formed under the ſame covering. The waters . 
.$T 00D. abeve the mountains ; there they remained, till aT THY REBUKE [thy com- 
mand THEY FLED: AT THE VOICE OF THY THUNDER. [thy thundering, thy 
commanding voice —Lxr THE WATERS UNDER THE HEAVEN BE GATHERED 
' TOGETHER UNTO ONE PLACE, AND LET THE DRY LAND APPEAR : and is was fo. 
For] THEY HASTED AWAY 3 FHE MOUNTAINS ASCEND—[rife up from under the 
waters, and make room for the waters to occupy the place thus deſerted by the 
riſing earth] THE VALLEYS DESCEND ro THE PLACE [the one ow] WHICH 
Ho HAST FOUNDED FOR THEM. 


that 
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that were to form the ſeas, muſt have been made, before the 
dry land on any of them had appeared. But .as this ſeparation 
of the waters from the dry land, on the other planets, depends 
on the Moſaic application of what was effected on our globe, We 
ſhall conſider the words as if they related to the earth alone,— 
Let the waters on the ſurface of the earth, be gathered, together unto 

one place, and let the dry land appear : and it was %. — The waters, 


on the ſurface of the earth, were gathered together | unto one Ve PRES, 
and the dry land did . 


6 * 
* \ & 4 » * o 5 7 ** * 
1 25 3 s 41 13 * (47 * 14 — 1 15 
* 


vet. 10. Aud God called the 45 2 land TY aki 1 the ue 
together of the waters called he ſeas. And God ſaw. that it was good. 
Now to form a judgment of the grandeur and ſublimity of this 
paſſage, let us take a ſurvey of the preſent ſtate- of the waters, 
upon the ſurface of the earth; and of the dry land. A flight 
view of the terreſtrial globe will convince us, that the Oczan, 
or grand collection of waters that encompaſs the earth, occupies 
a much greater portion of what, we know of this terraqueous 
globe, than the dry land. The ſanthern or pacific ocean, com- 
prehends all between Afia, America, and the ſouthern or Terra 
Magellanica : hence, what lies between America, Europe, and 
Africa, as far as the Line, is the North ſea. Beyond the Line, 
between America, Africa, and the Terra Auſtralis, the Ethiopian 
ſea. Between Africa, Ala, and the 7. erra Auftralis, is the Hialan 
ocean. | | 


In this huge collection of waters, are generally ſaid to be en- 
cloſed as ande, two grand contments, or continued tratts of | land'; 
that which comprehends Europe, Alba, and Africa ; ; and what in- 
cludes the two America s, north. and ſouth. : or if the. northern 
parts of Tartdry run out, and meet thoſe of North: America, as 
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the waters were gathered together unto ons PLACE, the dry 
land of the whole earth was originally. but ONE CONTINENT (x): 


Since * the QCEAN ; poſſefſes more of the ſurface of the 
globe, than the dry land, how immenſe muſt that body of 
waters have been, that covered the whole earth, before their ſe- 


SS S © 


capacious yy that ONE PLACE ay 2 been, 888 roll contain a 
body of water, N in bulk, N the dry land of the whole 


(1) One 9 may be argued 4 the following 1 8 


I. Itvis evident, that God commanded Noah to bring into the ark, of every 
Baie thing, to keep them alive with him; they came, indeed, by the peculiar di- 
rection of the proyidence of God; for God had expreſsly ſaid to him, Of fowls 
after their kind, and of cattle after 2 kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after 
his kind, two of every fort, SHALL COME UNTO THEE, to keep them alive: yet not- 
withſtanding this unexampled providence, it was impoſſible (without as many mi- 
racles, as there were ſpecies: of creatures, on any other continent, than that on 


which Noah built the ark,) that any of thoſe creatures, except of * feathered 
kind, could ever have come to him. | 


tn. And hey: God had cranted. man, ws 4 . ; God bleſſed them, and Ged 
72 aid unto them, be fruitful and multiply, and repleniſh [ll] the earth. Now © it can- 
« not eaſily be imagined, if the ſea had been always, and the earth in this terra- 
cc gu form, broke into continents and iſlands, how mankind could have been 
“ propagated at firſt through the face of the earth, all from one head, and from 
“ one. place. For navigation was not then known, at leaſt as to the grand 
& ocean, or to paſs from continent to continent: and I believe Noah's ark was 
« the firſt ſhip, or veſſel of bulk, that ever was built in the world.“ (Burnets 
Theor. Vol. I. p. 175. 2d Edit.) But if there was originally, but one continent, 
as every part of the earth might have been / viſited by land, the whole earth 
might have been filled, and navigation would have been precluded. And if 
mankind had continued in their original ſtate of innocence, there would have 
been no deluge— No ark— No ſhip. Nor, indeed, does it appear that there 
would have been any uſe for veſſels, even of the ſmalleſt bulk. Will it not 
hence follow, (as hinted. above, p. 69:) that the very being of 1$LANDs, and the 
en of the CONTINENTS, are entirely owing to the deluge of Noah. 
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earth | Well might Moſes call the waters, that on the firſt day 
covered the ſurface of the whole earth, THE DEBP, 


Now, though it is impoffible r us to ade“ ay idea of 
God's giving a diurnal motion, or of his making an atmoſphere, 
to any planet; Jr as the ſeparation of the waters from the dry 
land, includes in it, or rather is itfelf, the My/arc deſcription of 
God's laying the foundations of the earth ; we may, perhaps, from 
fome ſtriking circumſtances in the hiſtory of the flood, form 
ſome faint conceptions of this work of the third Gap 


Fo r, as the breaking up of all the n of the great thi 
was the principal caufe of the deluge (1); and as theſe founs 
tains were not ſtopped, did not ceaſe to flow, till all the high 


hills, and all the mountains were covered (2) ; the earth muſt 


have been, at that time, in the ſame, or in ſimilar cireumſtances, 


with thoſe, in which ſhe was at the beginning, before the ſepa- 


ration of the waters from the dry land. Since, therefore, the 
high hills and the mountains were, at the beginning, covered 
with the waters of the whole earth ; (for the earth was formed 
under the waters; (ſee p. 71.) and when the flood was at the 


higheſt, the hills and the mountains were covered with the fame 


waters, even the waters: of the whole earth; viz. the waters 
which had' towed from all the fountains of the great deep; and 
thoſe, which, after the original ſeparation from the dry land, 
had: formed the ſeas ;, fince, I ſay, theſe. were. the circumſtances 
of the earth, at theſe two periods, the. place of this GAR 
vrxr, maſt have been à GRAND CHAIM, opened by: the creator 
in the 1 of the ſolid earth, even to its centre. 


(x) Gen. vn. a n . v. . 1 
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If it be faid, that Ged called for the waters of tbe fea, and 
houred them ont upon the earth (1); be it ſo; yet as the waters of 
the ſea could not have been poured out upon the earth, unleſs 
thoſe from the great deep; had been cauſed to flow into the ſea, 


and thereby raiſe it above the earth; the waters of the ſea muſt 


have communicated with thoſe of the great deep. (2); and 
therefore, as the waters that originally covered the earth, were 


but one body; and now, that they were to be ſeparated from the 


dry land, they would ſtill be but one body; the capacious deep, 


and the channels for the ſeas, muſt have conſtituted that owe 
PLACE, unto which, the waters of the whole earth were to be 


pins n 60. 


abc heres: as in every act of the divine Being, his moſt. eon- 
ee wiſdom runs parallel with his almighty power. For 


ſince Gad 3 is 5 repreſented as "A _— thing * En and mea- 


1 Amos, V. 8. IX. 6. 


(2) © By the great deep, in this as, (fays Mr. Rey, ) I ſuppoſe' is to be un- 
6 derſtopd, the ſubterraneous waters, which do, and muſt neceſſarily communicate 
<« with the ſea, For we ſee, the Caſpian, and ſome other ſeas, receive into them- 


« ſelves many great rivers, and yet have no viſible outlets ; and therefore, pA 


& ſubterraneous paſſages, muſt needs diſcharge their waters into the abyſs of 
<< waters under the earth, and by its intervention into the ocean again. 


„That the Mediterranean ſea doth not (as I ſometimes thought) communicate 
« with the ocean by any ſubterranedus paſſages, nor thereby impart any water to 
it, or receive any from it, may hence be demonſtrated, that the ſuperficies 
« of it, is lower than the ſuperficies of the ocean, as appears from the waters 

« running in at the ſtreights of Gibraltar,” * s N, p. 7 5 * Edit. 


4 3) ( Say, why ſhout the collected main oh 
86“ Itſelf within itſelf contain? 


« Why to its caverns ſhould it hg creep, 
« And with delighted filence ſleep, 


on the lord boſom of its parent deep? Orig, 
* N . ſure 
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ſure (1) ; when he created the chaotic maſs of matter, of 
which the body of the earth conſiſted, he - muſt have adjuſted 
the ſolid earth, and the water, in ſuch an exact proportion to 
each other, that when the abyſs could not contain the whole 


body of waters, that covered the earth, thoſe that. 1 rema ained, 
ſhould fill the channels of the — : FA 


From | this peculiar een) or conſtruction, of the parts 
of this terraqueous globe, and their dependence on each other, 
we may plainly diſcern the beauty and ſublimity of the follow- 
ing paſſages, —The earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof —for 
he hath founded it upon the ſeas, and ęſtabliſbed it upon the floods (2); 

upon the waters that fowed into this grand abyſs. Upon theſe 
waters were the foundations thereof faſtened ; and with the ſame 
materials, did he lay the corner ſtone thereof (3), even with the 
waters that remained on the ſurface, and filled the channels of 
the ſeas. For as theſe communicated with thoſe of the great 
deep; (ſee p. 75.) the immenſe preſſure (4) of ſo huge a body 
of waters, in the Southern or Pacific ocean, the Atlantic, the 
North ſea, the Ethiopian and the Indian oceans, exerted every 
way, on the waters of the great deep, would fix the foundations 


of the earth PIRM and STABLE, as if it had been founded on 
a ROCK. | 


Hence the great, the philoſophical propriety of 8. Peter's 8 at- 
tributing the deſtruction of the old wang Ar water, to the origi- 


nal 


(1) Ifai, XL. 12. 4201 Pl. XXIV. 1, 2. 00 Job. xxxvm. "ag 
(4) The immenſe preſſure.] By a fixed and eſtabliſhed law of hydroſtatics, (which 


| ſeems to have been now firſt exemplified by the creator) © all fluids gravitate, 


« or weigh, in proportion to their quantity of matter; and weigh the ſame, com- 
% municating with a quantity ef that fluid, as in vacuo. And if” {as by ano- 


ther law) „ from the N of fuids wies their preſſure, which is always pro- 
2 “portional 
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nal conſtruction of the body of the earth (1). For this they are 
willingly ignorant of, that the heavens [the heavenly bodies] and 
the earth uere of old, [inthe beginning created] and that] the 
earth; by thei word I the command] of Gd [when he ſaid, Let 
the waters, &. be gat bered together unto one -place, that the” ary 
land may appear,]' conſiſted [was made to ſtand] out i gf the water, 
of the great deep] and fixed on its watery foundations] by water 
[by the preſſure of the waters of the grand ocean on. thoſe of 
the great deep] whereby. [by which - peculiar: conſtruction of the 
terraqueous globe] the world that then was, being over flowed ith 
ater, periſhed. For ſince the earth was founded upon the ſeas, 
and eſtabliſhed upon -the floods; ſince on theſe the foundations 
thereof were faſtened, even by the preſſure of the grand ocean 
on the fubterraneous waters; if by any means this preſſure could 
be taken off, (and that it was taken off, is evident from tlie hi- 
ſtory of the flood, which particularly aſcribes the deſtruction of 
the old world, to the breaking up of all the fountains of the great 
deep, which, as long as that immenſe preſſure had continued, 


could not poſfibly have been broken up); if, I ſay, by any means 


this preſſure could be taken off, whereby the foundations of the 
earth would be ſapped, the ſubterraneous waters would be too 
weak to ſuſtain the ſuperincumbent earth: the ſolid earth, there- 
fore, by its greater ſpecific gravity, would neceſſarily fink into 
the waters of the abyſs. And ſince the ſolid earth, and. the waters 
muſt have been in the ſame proportion to each other, as at the 
beginning, the fallen earth would as neceſſarily force up the 
waters from the deep, and thereby elevate the waters of the 
grand. ocean: ere the dry. land, to the tame ee 
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0 eitel Mats Bs waters of the great deep, muſt have ſuſtained : a weight, 


equal to the abſolute weight, of all the waters of the grand ocean, and of all the 


Tivers and lakes, that covered the face of the whole earth. 
00 2 Det. ul. 5. i | 
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height as at the beginning. Hence it will evidently appear, that 
ſince the waters that overwhelmed the earth at the flood, were 
the ſame that covered the earth before the dry land appeared; 
the high hills and the mountains that werd pòvered at the flood, 
muſt have been the original high hills and mountains, chat were | 
l under the * ** _ ſepa aration from the mal 
Thus the flood e to e 46m thi very et uh 
url of the third day. For as the waters covered the "whole 
earth till the beginning of that day, when: God commanded then 
unto one place, viz. the great deep and the channels of che ſeas; 
and as, at the flood, he (1) brought them back again to cover 
the earth (for he called for the waters of the ſea, which commu- 
nicated with thoſe of the great deep, and poured them out upon 
the face of the earth, we might coneeive of this extraordinary 
act of the divine being, as if God had ſaid, when he had deter- 
mined to deſtroy the earth Let tbe waters that were gathered to- 
gether unto one place. Let thoſe very waters return, and cover the 
Face of the whole earth as at the beginning. - But though this was 
the fact, it was the work of providence, and not of creation; 
the laws of nature, and of motion, {if in effe& they be not the 
ſame) were in the beginning eſtabliſhed by the creator (2); and 
by theſe laws, under the'direQtion of him, who did ' whatſoever 
he pleaſed, in heaven and in earth, in the ſeas and all deep 
places, the greateſt revolution, and the greateſt change i in nature, 


was effected; as we n to demonſtrate in the * "Gellowing 
chapter. 


T. 14 
een } 14 


Fx * 
(1) And behold I, wen Is ring a fied - waters — the nk, to 4 all PS 


wherein is the breath of li Ve, From under heaven, and 8 N that }; 15 n earth Hall | 
die. Gen, VI. 7. | 


(2) See | in chap, IX, of the laws e | 
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48 FOR * he Oe of the 2 towards its eue, on the firſt 


Oy of n eker the e the'earth, un vonn. 
s in We ed of this guy, we thalb make u wery dif 


141 ferent uſe. of the ſurpriaing diſcovety of the learned and 
ingenious Mr. Whi Non, of the CoMET that on the firſt day of 
the deluge, paſſed juſt before the body of the earth ; on which 


phanomenon he has founded his NEW THEORVY or THE EARTH; 


it is neceſſary, before we attempt to eftabliſh another theory of 
the deluge, on more rational and philofophical principles, to 
demonſtrate the Ber aſtronomical abſu rdit 7 of this, of Mr, 
an 1705 ; 4 5 461 orion 10 en. yvd oel oh od. 15, 7 16G! 


tg 


It is et to i . V being 6 Pk a Plenty 1 that 


the ſun, and every planet that rolls about him, ſhould conſiſt of 


4 determinate quanfity of matter; that theſe planets, at the be- 
ginning of their exiſtence, ſhould have been placed at proper and 
determinate: diſtances from the central body, and that the quan- 
_ tity of motion impreſfed on each of them, according to the tan- 
gents of their reſpective orbs, ſhould. be im ſuch proportion, to 


the power of gravity in the ſun, and! in thoſe C46 to retain 


them in their ſeveral orbits. 
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Now, if by the power of gravitation, the lies of our 05 
ſtem have been, from the beginning of their motion, retained 1 in 
their orbits, their quantity of matter, and motion, as well as 


their diſtances from the ſun, rand from 10 other, muſt have 
been, from the beginning of the 8 Syſtem, o nicely adjuſted, that 
the leaſt diminution of, or addition to, the quantity of matter, 
in any one of the planets, would deſtroy the eib, between 
the centripetal and centrifugal, force « of ſuch planet, and thereby 
diſturb the whole ſyſtem. For this reaſon it is probable, in the 


higheſt degree, that there has been no diminition of 'the-quantity 
of matter in the body of the earth, or in its atmoſphere, from 


the beginning of its exiſtence — all the changes, and alter- 
ations produced from time tol time on the earth; in the ſeas, or 


in the atmoſphere, are only changes, and alterations in the form, 
without the loſs of one particle of matter, that firſt entered into 


the W of this me 1 +) 1 758 (2). "I the other 
59 6s 1 0 1 Tine INT FI . 5 n enn 


x : * 1 * * 
„ e * 28 
4 4 


„ m As the aner is, muy the power * gravity, fixed to the WY of the 
terraqueous globe (ſee p. 66.) not à fingle particle of matter could fly off from. 
the earth: for fluids muſt be raiſed in vapour; but beyond the limits of the at- 
moſphere, or expanded body of air, by the means of which alone, vapour can 
be raiſed; no particles of fluid ſubſtances can poſſibly be elevated. And the particles 
of ſolid bodies could be diminiſhed by no other means, that can poſſibly be con- 
| ceived, except by annihilation. But ANNIHILATION, and EXNIHILATION, (if 
the term may be admitted) are words, which can never convey. any idea to the 
mind, but that of OMNIPOTENCE, or the bare! poſſibility of a ſubſtance being re- 
duced to, or produced from, NOTHING : nor indeed can we poſſibly be aſſured, 
without a revelation, that the omnipotent | has ever exerted. his power, in depriving 
any one ſubſtance, or indeed any ſingle particle of matter, of its exiſtence ; any 
more than without a revelation, we could ever have known, that from nothing, 

from a ſtate of non-exiſftence, he gave being to every thing that does exiſt, Very 
remarkable to this purpoſe, are the words of the Preacher, the Son of David, &c. 
I know that whatſoever God doth, it ſhall be for euer [as long as the Syſtem ſhall laſt : 1 


nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from itz * Ou Ant ity that men pgs 
fear before him, Eccleſ. III. 14. 791 .U 


C1 


on 
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hand; the leaſt addition to the quantity of matter, in any 
planet, would neceffarily increaſe the power of gravitation to- 
wards the ſun; and this increaſe of the power of gravitation 


would likewiſe deſtroy the. equilibrium of the two forces, and 
diſturb the whole Syſtem. 


85 If chis then was the caſe, with reſpe& to ſo immenſe a body 
as the ſun, and our little planet, before the near approach of 
Mr. Whifton's comet; what muſt have been the conſequence of 
fo prodigious a quantity of new and foreign matter derived from 
its atmoſphere to the earth (1)? (if it were poſſible, for the 
atmoſphere of a comet to produce water, impregnated with 
earthy and ſtony particles,) what, I ſay, muſt have been the con- 
ſequence of ſuch. a, prodigious addition to the quantity of matter 
in the earth, but the precipitating the earth, and her moon 
with her, into the centre, to the abſolute deſtruction of the 
Syſtem ? And as © comets agree with planets in a regular mo- 
« tion about the ſun, the common centre or focus of our 
« ſyſtem (2),” the loſs of ſo great a quantity of matter, as the 
atmoſphere of this comet is ſuppoſed to have depoſited on the 
earth, muſt neceſſarily have deſtroyed the regular motion of the 
comet, if it had been poſſible: for the earth to have been retained 


On this ſubje& 4 Anina. gire me . to * that 1355 the notion 
is manifeſtly borrowed from that of creation, or the giving being to what before 
had no exiſtence, it is extremely abſurd in thoſe, who talk ſo much of, and wiſh 


for, annihilation, to deny that the Being, whom they muſt confeſs to be almighty, 
ever did produce any ſubſtance from nothing. 


| (1) « The diluvian matter from the comet's atmoſphere, contained in it a great 
« quantity of earthy and ſtony particles, which made a ſediment upon the face of 
* the antediluvian earth, and buried all the old world under it.” Mbiſton's Theory, 
p. 187. 2d. Edit. © The waters might cover the earth i in general, about fifty 
„ miles deep, one place with another.“ Id. p. 205. 


(2) Whiſton, Lemma LX. 
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in her orbit; but if the earth, and her moon, would have been 
(as we have ſaid) drawn into the ſun, the increaſed power of 

attraction in the central body, by fo great an addition of matter, 
would neceſſarily involve the comet in the ſame fate. 


But to return to the eirth, with this prodigious quantity of 
additional matter depoſited on it, by the comet. Since the 
diameter of the ſun is, by computation, 822,148, and that of the 
earth 7967 miles; let us ſuppoſe the quantity of matter in each 
of theſe bodies, to be proportional to their diameters, which, in 
round numbers, let us ſuppoſe to be, in the ſun, 800,000 parts ; 
and in the earth, 8000 : now, whatever was the momentum, or 
quantity of motion impreſſed on the earth, at the beginning, it 
muſt have been in ſuch proportion to the power of attraction in 
the ſun, as by that power to be retained in her orbit, fo long as 
the centrifugal and centripetal forces ſhould continue the ſame ; 
but whenever any foreign matter ſhould be added to the earth, 
for inſtance, if to the 8ooo parts ſuppoſed to be contained in her, 
we add 1000, the centripetal force would be increaſed to ſuch 
a degree, that the earth would neceſſarily fall into the ſun: and 
by ſo great an addition to the quantity of matter in the body of 
the ſun, its greater power of attraction, would as neceſſarily in- 
creaſe the centripetal force of every planet, and every comet in 
the Syſtem, (unleſs at the ſame time, their centrifugal forces 
ſhould have been increaſed) and thus would every one of them 
have been abſorbed into, and are uo the ſun, | 


It is pleaſant to ſee this wild, extravagant, and 1 
hypotheſis expoſed, by two or three ſhort queſtions, with which 
the prophet I/aiah (1) in all the. ſublimity of ſentiment, and 
energy of language, ſets forth. the geometrical exactneſs of the 


(1) Iſa. XL. 12. 


creator, 


the SOLAR, or PLANETARY, SYSTEM. 83 
creator, in his creation and formation of the Syſtem in general, 
and of the earth in particular. © Who hath meaſured the waters 
&* in the hollow of his hand? and meted out the heavens [the hea- 
* yenly bodies] with the ſpan, and comprebended the duſt of the 
earth in a meaſure, and weighed the niountains in * and the 
40 bills in a balance? 


The authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory, juſtly diſatisfied with this 
unphiloſophical hypotheſis of Mr. Mhiſton, and the truly philo- 
ſophical romance of Dr. Burnet, are of opinion, That the di- 
* vine aſſiſtance muſt be called in on this occaſion. For though 
* the waters which covered the earth at the creation, might 
have been ſufficient to cover it again; yet how this ſhould be 
effected by mere natural means, (they think) cannot be con- 

% ceived. The waters which were ſuſpended in the clouds, might, 

« indeed, deſcend upon the earth, and that in cataracts, or 

* ſpouts of water (as the Septuagint interpret the windows of hea- 

« ven), like thoſe in the Indies, where the clouds frequently, in- 

. *, ſtead of dropping, fall, with a terrible violence, in a kind of 
< torrent ; and this alone might cauſe a great inundation in the 
% lower grounds: but as the clouds could pour down no more 
% water than they had, which would ſoon be exhauſted at this 
«« rate, it ſeems from the length of the rains continuance, that 
« the ſhowers were rather moderate, and gradual. The ſubter- 
*« raneous ſtores would afford a more plentiful ſupply to com- 
« plete the deluge, and probably contain more water than 
« enough to drown the world, to a greater height than Moſes re- 
« lates: the only difficulty is, to-draw it out of the abyſs on the 
* ſurface of the earth. And here, ſince we can aſſign no na- 
e tural cauſe, we apprehend we may, not unphiloſophically, re- 
« ſolve it into the divine power, which might, on this occaſion, ſo 
« far controul (no greater a miracle than that of continuing) the 
*, uſual courſe of nature, as to effect its purpoſe. And, indeed, 
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« the event was ſo extraordinary, and the conſequences thereof 
« fo conſiderable, that it is very reaſonable to believe God did, in 
% an eſpectal manner, interpoſe therein (1).“ 


Of the ae opinion is a FIRST Mr. Keil, «c who thinks 
« it impoſſible to give a true and mechanical account, of that 
great deluge of waters which once overwhelmed the face of 
the whole earth, it being a work not to be performed without 
the extraordinary contrivance of the divine power (2).” „ The 
deluge was the immediate work of the divine power, and—no 
ſecondary cauſes without the interpoſition of omnipotence, 


could have brought ſuch an effect to paſs (3) 0p. 


__ 


cc 
cc 
cc 


c 


Aa 


ce 


ce 


But with great deference to the judgment of thefe learned 
writers, though it is evident from the hiſtory, that God did in 
an eſpecial manner interpoſe in this matter, (for he himſelf ſays, 
Behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth ch. VI. 
17.) yet we cannot but think, we have already laid the founda- 
tion of a true and mechanical account of the deluge, in the pecu- 
liar mechaniſm and conſtruction of the earth, as explained in the 
preceding chapter. For, from ſo particular a diſpoſition of the ſeve- 
ral parts of the terraqueous globe, it is evident, that notwithſtand- 
ing its foundations were laid on fo weak and unſtable a thing as. 
water, yet, if all the fountains of the great deep had not been broken 
up, (for to this, as to the principal cauſe, the deluge is aſcribed by 
Moſes), the earth might have laſted as long as the ſyſtem; for ſo. 
long as the power of gravitation had continued in force, the im- 
menſe preſſure of the waters of the ocean, on thoſe of the great 
deep, would for ever have ſecured them within the bounds ap- 


(1) Univerſal Hiſtory, Vol. I. p. 217, 218. 


(2) Keil's Remarks on Mr. Hhi/ton's Theory of the Earth, p. 140. 


pointed: 
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pointed for them, and thereby have prevented the earth s being 
de 15 water (1). 


deluge, nothing more was wanting to complete this deſtruction, 


than to break up all the fountains of the great deep, that is, to 


take off the immenſe preſſure of the grand ocean, from the ſub- 
terraneous waters, by fome powerfully attracting body, by which 
means thoſe waters would naturally flow, as from ſo many foun- 
tains, into the ſeas; and fo long as ſuch body ſhould exert its 
influence in elevating the waters of the ſeas, thoſe of the abyſs 


could not ceaſe to flow, till they had covered the face of the 


whole earth. 


For, fince the law of univerſal gravity extends to every body 


in the Syſtem, (and we have elſewhere (2) proved, that the co- 


mets of our ſyſtem being heavenly bodies, are included in the 
Moſaic account of creation,) if any one of theſe heavenly bodies 


be placed near a planet, the waters of the ſeas of ſuch planet, 


would neceſſarily be raiſed above their ſurface, in Proportion to 
the quantity of matter in that body, and its nearneſs. to the 
planet (3). Now that the fountains of the great deep, (in the 
(1) P. 76. (2) Moſes and Bolingbroke, p. 51. 


(3) « If any of the heavenly bodies be placed near a planet, by the inequality 
es of its attraction of the parts at unequal diſtances from it, a double tide, or eleva- 


4c tion of the fluids thereto belonging, whether they be incloſed within an orb of 


« earth, or whether they be on its ſurface above, muſt certainly ariſe ; and the di- 
ce urnal motion of ſuch planet being ſuppoſed, muſt cauſe ſuch a ſucceſhve flux, 
& and reflux of the ſaid fluids, as our ocean is now agitated by.” JWhifton, 
Lemma LXXXII. p. 66. „ 529 
But here it muſt be remembered, that as the waters of the abyſs were not incloſ- 
ed within an. orb. of earth, but had a free communication. with thoſe on the ſur- 


face, inſtead of a double tide, or a ſucceſſive flux and reflux of the fluids on the 


ſurface, the diurnal motion of the earth would neceſſarily cauſe a conſtant eleva- 
tion of the waters, till they would have been all drawn out of the abyſs. : 
| Meojaic 


Now if theſe were the circumſtances of the earth, before the 
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Moſaic ſtyle,) were broken up; that is, that the immenſe preſſure 
of the waters of the grand ocean (in the language of philoſo- 


phers,) was taken off, from thoſe of the abyſs, by the near ap- 


proach of a Cour, at the very time when the deluge began, 
the great Mr. M hiſton, to the abſolute confutation 108 his en 


theory, has abundantly demonſtrated. 


« A comet, deſcending in the plane of the ecliptic towards its 


peribelion, on the firſt day of the deluge paſt juſt before the 


<« body of the earth (1).“ This propoſition the author firſt only 
propoſed as a poſlible caſe; that is, he only ſuppoſed ſuch a 
comet, merely as he thought it would account well and philoſo- 
phically, for the phænomena of the deluge; without any aſſur- 
ance, that there really was any comet ſo near the earth at that 
time ; but proceeding, as he ſays, (2) in ſome further thoughts 
« and calculations on the ſaid hypotheſis, he ſaw abundant rea- 


* ſon to reſt ſatisfied of the reality, as well as probability of 


« what he before had barely ſappoſed.” We ſhall not enter up- 
on his reaſoning, or calculations, but content -ourſelves with a 
very extraordinary citation, from the author of remarks on this 
famous theory ; who, though he has made it evident by many 
confiderations, that a comer could never have produced thoſe va- 


rious effects that Mr. Wbifton has attributed to it; yet is forced 
to bear this honourable teſtimony, not only to the probability, | 


but to the reality, of 10 very remarkable a phenomenon. 


cc Tho' I think it impoſſible (fays Mr. Keil) to give a true 
and mechanical account, of that great deluge of waters which 
„once overflowed the face of the whole earth, it being a work 
not to be performed without the extraordinary contrivance of 
the divine power; yet I cannot but acknowledge, that Mr. 


(1) New Theory, p. 181. (2) Id. p. 182, 
cc Whiſton, 
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KW Whiſon, the ingenious author of this New Theory of the Earth, 


has made greater diſcoveries, and proceeded on more philoſo- 
* phical-principles, than all the theoriſts before him have done. 
In his theory there are ſome very ſtrange coincidents, which 


„* 


« make it indeed probable, that a comet at the time of the de- 
“ luge paſſed by the earth. It is ſurprizing to obſerve the exact 
e correſpondence between the lunar and the ſolar year, upon the 


_« ſuppoſition of a circular orbit, in which the earth moved be- 
« fore the deluge. It cannot but raiſe admiration in us, when 
« we conſider, that the earth at the time of the deluge, was in 
« its peribehon, which would be the neceſſary effect of a comet 
te that paſſed by at that time, in drawing it from a circular to an 
« elliptical orbit. This together with the conſideration that the 


«© moon was exactly in ſuch a place of its orbit at that time, as 
« equally attracted with the earth, when the comet paſſed by, 


“ ſeems to be a very convincing argument, that a comet really 


came very near, and paſſed by the earth, on the day the de- 


6 


A 


lutze d (1).“ 


Io apply this amazing diſcovery to the Mqſaic account of the 
deluge, little more is neceſſary, than briefly to recapitulate, what 
has been already advanced on the peculiar conſtruction of our 

terraqueous globe: the ſum is this—The whole body of waters 


that in the beginning covered the whole ſurface of the earth, was 


commanded unto one place ; this one place was, as we have prov- 
ed (2), the great abyſs under the earth, together with the channels. 
prepared for the ſeas. Theſe waters, therefore, under the earth, 

and in the ſeas, communicated with each other, by as many ſub- 
marine paſſages, or r outlets, from the abyſs, as there were ſeas, over 


10 Keil's Examination of Dr. Burnet Theory of the Earth, and Remarks on 
r. Wht Non 8 Theory. 5 


(2) P. 74. 75. 
5 4 
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the face of the whole earth; for which reaſon, theſe outlets are with 
great propriety ſtiled the FOUNTAINS of the great deep. Now this 
communication, (which by the way is manifeſtly implied in that, 
otherwiſe unintelligible expreſſion, one place,) is ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to a rational and mechanical account of the breaking up of 
thoſe fountains, that is, of the effect produced on the waters of the 
whole earth, by the near approach of this comet, that though 
the vicinity of ſuch a body would raiſe a very ſtrong tide, in any 
of the ſeas objected to it, and cauſe a partial and temporary 
inundation, yet, if there had been no ſuch communication, if 
the abyſs had been, as Mr. Whi/ton ſuppoſes it, a a denſe and heavy 
fluid, encompaſſed on all ſides with a thick cruſt of earth, lying 
cloſe upon it; it would have been abſolutely impoſſible, in ſuch 
a caſe, that the waters could have been drawn out of the abyſs, 


upon the ſurface, by the near —— of the greateſt comet in 
the Syſtem. 


But as the waters in the ſeas, were but a continuation of thoſe 
in the abyſs, (for ſince at the creation, the waters of the whole 
earth were but one body; and at their ſeparation from the dry 
land, as the abyſs muſt have been full, before the waters that re- 
mained on the ſurface could be called ſeas, they were ſtill but one 
body) the very ſtrong and prodigious tide, that would be raiſed in the 
ſeas, that from the diurnal motion of the earth, would ſucceſſively be 
objected to the comet, would neceſſarily continue to flow, as long 
as the ſeas could be ſupplied with water, from the ſeveral fountains 
of the great deep ; and, unleſs the laws of nature were miraculouſly 
ſuſpended, the waters thus raiſed out of the abyſs, would natu- 
rally diffuſe themſelves over the whole ſurface, till, the founda- 
tions being removed, the ſuperincumbent earth would neceſſarily 
fink into the abyſs, and by its fall, would as neceſſarily force up 
the remaining waters towards the ſurface, and thereby complete 
the univerſal deſtruction, 


3 


It 
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If a comet therefore, on the firſt day of the deluge did really 
paſs by the earth; and if all the fountains of the great deep 
were broken up, on the very day that this comet paſſed by the 
earth; then the deluge was the neceſſary conſequence of that 
comet's paſſing by the earth. Hence it is very evident, that the 
deluge was univerſal: for if the ſubterraneous waters were thus 
drawn out of the abyſs, and mixed with thoſe of the ocean ; the 
earth muſt have been in the ſame circumſtances, as on the begin- 


ning of the third day, before the dry land had appeared. 


We come now to enquire, by what means the waters were 
carried off from the earth: and indeed, if by the near approach 
of a comet they were drawn out of the abyſs, and diffuſed over 
the ſurface, it is natural to conclude, that when the comet had 
paſſed by the earth, and had got beyond the ſphere of their mu- 
tual attraction, the waters would of neceſſity have returned, if 
there had been any ſubmarine paſſages, through which they might 
have paſſed: but the abyſs was now no more: the ſolid earth, 
by falling into the place of the abyſs, had dammed up every 
avenue to it; and thus in the language of Moſes, the fountains 
of the deep were ſtopped. Yet notwithſtanding, the ſame Moſes 
is as expreſs, that the waters returned, or were returning off 
the earth continually. The earth, therefore, being now in the 
| ſame circumſtances, as at the beginning, when the whole body of 
waters covered the ſurface of the globe; it was as neceſſary, that 
a paſſage ſhould be opened into its inmoſt bowels, for the recep- 
tion of ſuch a quantity of the ſuperincumbent waters, as was ne- 
ceſſary to make the dry land appear in the one caſe, as in the 
other. But here let it be remarked, that there ſeems to be a 
certain uniformity in the proceedings of the Almighty, which 
runs through his acts of providence, as of creation. When, at 
the creation, the waters were commanded into the abyſs, their 
deſcent, (if with any propriety it may be called a deſcent) was 

M inſtanta- 
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inſtantaneous : and though in order of nature, we are under a 
neceflity of conceiving of a place, before we can frame any idea of 
what may be contained in 7hat place; yet, when the ſubject is 
creation, we muſt conceive of the creator's commanding the 
waters from the ſurface into the abyſs, and of his preparing the 
abyſs to receive thoſe waters, as one ſimple act of omnipotence : 
but now, that the laws of nature were eſtabliſhed, and the waters 
were brought upon the ſurface, by natural cauſes ; the uniformity 
of the dne proceedings in natural things, ſeems to require, 


that the waters of the flood ſhould be carried off from the earth, 
by natural means alone. 


Accordingly, when the mountains were covered, and the flood. 
was at the higheſt, previouſly to the waters returning off from 
the earth, Mo/es aſcribes the abatement of the waters to a natu- 
ral cauſe ; a cauſe every way adequate to the mighty effect it 
produced, in opening a GRAND CHASM in the body of the earth, 
for the reception the of returning waters. And God made a wi 
to paſs over the earth, and the waters aſſuaged. The fountains of 
the deep, and the windows of heaven were ſtopped, and the rain 
from heaven was reſtrained. And the waters returned from off 
the earth continually ; and after the end of the hundred and fifty 
days (the time that they had prevailed upon the earth) he 
vaters were abated. The abatement, therefore, of the waters, 
and their return from off the earth, were the neceſſary conſle- 
quences of this wind (1). 


The critics, indeed, univerſally, not attending to the context, 
not conſidering that the waters returned, or were returning from 
off the earth continually ; (nor could they be ſaid to return, un- 
leſs they went back into the bowels of the earth, from whence 


(1) Gen. VII. t, 2, 3. 
—＋ | — _ 
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they were brought upon the ſurface,) ſcruple not to ſay,.—“ This 
* wind was a drying or burning wind, like that of Exod. XIV. 
21. which had a natural power to dry up the waters (1).” 
Conſentaneum eſt ventum illum quem excitaverat Deus ut aquas 
exficcaret, ex aquilone flaviſſe in auſtrum. Bochart. Hierozoic. 
This wind, it is very probable, was the north wind, which 
< is very drying, and drives away rain, Prov. XXV. 23 (2)“. 
« That wind which God ſent to dry the waters away (3).” 
When the Almighty makes uſe of natural means to bring about 
his will, he always proportions the cauſe to the effe& ; but what 
proportion is there between a power in any wind, to lick up 


particles of water from the ſurface, and to dry away the waters 


of /o immenſe and boundleſs an ocean, as Dr. Halley calls the waters 
of the flood (4)? For by the teſtimony of the ſame great philo- 
ſopher, the natural power of a-drying wind is exerted, by licking 
up the ſurface of the waters. There remains, ſays he, ano- 
« ther cauſe of the ſea's being raiſed in vapour ; I mean the 


indie, whereby the ſurface of the water is licked up, ſome- 


« what faſter than it exhales by the heat of the ſun, as is well 
« known to thoſe that have conſidered theſe drying winds, 
« which blow ſometimes (5).” But beſides, if this wind was 
fent to dry up the waters, ſo exact a writer as Moſes, would have 
uſed the ſame phraſeology, as when he ſpeaks of the earth, in 
the work of the firſt day, whilſt it was, as now, covered with 


water; he would have ſaid, God made a wind to paſs over he 
face of the waters, or over the face of the deep. The natural 


inference from hence is, that the Earth, in this paſſage, muſt ſig- 
nify the Earth that was overwhelmed with water, the ſolid body 
of the Earth ; and therefore the wind cannot poſſibly mean, the 


{1) Pool. (2) Bp. Patrick. 
(3) Dr. Halley, in I.owthorp's Abridg. Vol. VI. Part II. p. 2. 


(4) Id. Ibid. (5) Lowthorp, Vol. II. p. 110. 
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air of our atmoſphere in motion, but a ſubterraneous wind; 
which God made to * * (1) the 1 of the * 


earth. 


Among other cauſes, to which naturaliſts aſcribe earthquakes, 
Air is, perhaps, the moſt conſiderable. Now, as wind, whether 
on the ſurface, or in the bowels of the earth, is nothing.elſe but 
air in motion; (and God had, from the beginning, furniſhed. the 
earth with proper materials to put the ſubterraneous air in mo- 
tion (2), this paſſage — God made a wind to paſs through the 
earth, by a common metonymy of the cauſe for the effect, is 
equivalent to—Gop made a new thing, and the earth opened ben 
mouth and fwallowed up the waters of the flood. And this is agree- 
able to what hiſtorians take notice of concerning the ſubterra- 


NEOUS 


(1) Paſs through. — The word in the original importeth a conſtant, progreſ- 
c five motion, without ſtopping : and ſo naturally ſignifies, I, To paſs, to paſs on, 
% move forward. II. To paſs through a land, or an am, is to o go through all the 
0 parts of it.“ Taybr' s Heb. Concordance. 


(2) Mr. Amontons, in the 1 de I. Academ. an. 1703, has taught us how to 


conceive of the prodigious effect of ſubterraneous air, when put into motion by 


—— 


That the ſame degree of heat renders the ſpring of the air 8 more vio- 
| lent, when that air is moſt condenſed; is the principle which led this ingenious au- 
thor to the conſtruction of a new Thermometer, and to the means of rendering 
ſenſible, and reducing to calculation, the cauſe of the moſt violent earthquakes. 
From this principle he obſerves, that the air which is in the earth, at different. 
depths, being always more condenſed, acquires by the ſame heat, a. ſtrength of 
ſpring much more powerful. Air, (he ſays) at a little more than 18 miles in 
depth, would be ſo condenſed, that its weight would equal that of mercury, ſo that 
were mercury to fall from the ſurface of the globe to that depth, it would ſtop 
there, and be too light to go any further ;—and as gold is known to us. to be the 
moſt heavy body, and that but equal to the weight of the air at the depth of 19 
miles, it 1s clear, that at a greater depth, the weight of the air would infinitely ſur- 
paſs all our known weights, even to an incredible degree. He adds, that as the 


inflam- 


neous winds, that are ſometimes attendant on theſe terrible com- 
motions of the earth (1); for the opening of the earth to receive 


theſe waters, was preceded by this ſubterraneous wind that paſſed 


through the earth, and was immediately followed by the return- 
ing of the waters from off the earth: for the intermediate words 


—T he fountains of the deep, and the windows of heaven were ſtopped, | 


ond the rain from heaven was reſtrained, are no other than a de- 


| claration, that when God made this wind t to paſs through the 


earth, the flood was at the higheſt. 


From what has been advanced, in this, otherwiſe too kris 4. 
digreſſion, but that it ſeemed neceſſary to explain, and illuſtrate 
the original ſeparation of the waters that covered the whole earth, 
from the dry land; we hope it will abundantly appear, that the 
deluge was not the immediate work of omnipotence, but the 
effect of natural cauſes. Nor will this. account be leſs mechani- 
cal, when we acknowledge, that it was performed, not without 
the contrivance of the divine power, and wiſdom : power—in. 


inflammation of the mineral ſubſtances produces in the earth, a degree of heat. 
more violent, beyond compariſon, than the heat of boiling water, it is not at. 
all ſurpriſing, that air ſo denſe, and ſo heated, ſhould be capable of heaving- 
up grand portions. of the ſurface. of the earth, and. ſometimes. of overturning 


them.” 


(1) © The earthquake” (at Antioch) “ was preceded by violent claps of thun- 


«. der, unuſual winds, and a dreadful noiſe under ground: then followed fo. 
« terrible a ſhock, that the earth all trembled ; ſeveral houſes were overturned, 


and others tofled to and fro like a ſhip in the ſea,” Untver/. Hiſt, Vol. 
XV. p. 139. 


“ The ſun was overcaſt, and a great . continued for ſeveral days to- 
<« gether, attended with a violent earthquake, and dreadful claps of thunder, not 
de in the. air, but in the bowels of the earth, which opened in many places, and 


ec ſwallowed up numbers of people with their habitations.“ Id. p. 435. 
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laying the foundations of the earth, on the waters of the great 
abyſs ; and eſtabliſhing thoſe foundations BY water, viz. by the 
vaſt and prodigious prefſure of the ſuperincumbent water of all 
the ſeas on the face of the whole globe. Wiſdom—in preparing 
one of the bodies of the Syſtem, and adjuſting its aſtoniſhing 
motion, in ſo exact a manner, that when the creator called for 
the waters of the fea, to pour them out upon the earth, the 


obedient comet- was at hand, t execute the threatened ven- 
| geance. 


CHAP. 
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opera "a Ur deten 100 TAeymTe] worngas à OEOS EGHKEN 'EIS TAE 
ITEPISOPAS, , 1 bareps Teprodos het, 6714 bvong byJa IH Ipſorum ergo plane- 
tarum corpora ita fabrefacta atque compoſita, COLLOCAVIT DEUS AD MOT US 

ET  CIRCUITUS quas alterius Lalterutrius] motus ane es the quidem Alas, 
| quum et iph ſunt ſeptem. Plato, in Times. 


8 be F ourth Day. 


Mr 
N D God ſaid, Let there be light. in the firmament of 


the heaven, to divide the day from the night: and 
let them be for bens, and for ſeaſons, and for days and 


years. 
r5. And let them be for lights in the firmament of the e heaven, 
to give light upon the earth. 


16. And God made [had made] two great lights; the oreater 
light to rule the day, and the leſſer light to rule the night: 

the ſtars alſo. 

17. And God ſet them in the firmament of the heaven, to give 

light upon the earth, 

18. And to rule over the day, and over the night; ; and to divide 
the light from the darkneſs, And God fe that it was 

c 

19. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 


Let * be light—and het there be lights in the 8 f 


the heaven, —are expreſſions, as different, as words can expreſs the 


different and diſtinct acts of the creator, on the it, and on this 
fourth day. When God ſaid, Let there be liglu— there was no 
DN | 8 9 light 
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light, nor any luminous body in the Syſtem, till by that com- 
manding fiat, the body of the ſun became a globe of fire ; for 
till then, darkneſs was upon the face of the deep. But when 


God ſaid, Let there be lights in the Frmament of the heaven, to divide 
the day from the night, there were actually in the firmament of 
our heaven, tuo; in that of Jupiter] five; in the heaven of Sa- 


turn, fix great lights ; and they had already divided the day from 
the night on each of theſe planets ; for this was the neceſſary 
conſequence of that diurnal motion, which the Spirit of God 
had communicated to them, the moment the ſun became a globe 


of fire (1). That the greater light, therefore, the ſun, had 


been actually in the firmament the three firſt days of the crea- 


tion, is evident; becauſe it was impoſſible there ſhould have 


been any evenings and mornings to conſtitute thoſe days, without 
a ſun. It is, therefore, extremely abſurd to ſay, the ſun was 


created on this fourth day (2): for when God had ſaid, Let there 
be light ; and there was light ; and when, by giving the earth its 


diurnal motion, he had divided the light from the darkneſs; God 
himſelf called that light, day; and the darkneſs which ſucceeded 
that firſt day, he called night. Since, therefore, the day depends 
on the preſence, and the night on the abſence of the ſun, on any 
given hemiſphere of the earth, or any other planet, the ſun muſt 


neceſſarily have been the fountain of that light, which God him- 
felt called, day. 


Now, fince theſe great lights were, on our fourth day, in the 
firmament, in the heavens of the earth, and of the ſeveral pri- 


mary planets, and had actually enlightened them for three of 


our days, and yet are here expreſly appointed to divide the day 


from the night, (which they had already done for three days) 
but, at the ſame time, to be for ſigns, and 1 for eam, and for 


(1) See p. 62, 63. 


(2) See p. 56, 57, in the notes. 


days 
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days and years; and, in conſequence of this appointment, the 
hiſtorian adds, And God SET, PLACED, them in the firmament of 
the heaven, [of our earth, and the ſame is to be underſtood of the 
other primary planets] ſet them, in ſuch a manner, as to anſwer all 
the purpoſes to which they were appointed: and ſince there was, 
as yet, no other diviſion of time, to us, (nor could there have been 


any other, to the other planets in the Syſtem) than that of day 


and night.; no other motion could have been communicated to 


the ſun, or any other body in the Syſtem, than that which car- 


ried them about their reſpective axes, till this fourth day. It 
is very evident, therefore, that to produce theſe effects, the 
creator muſt have impreſſed the planets, &c. with ſome other 


motion ; and, therefore, that the work of this day was, his 


communicating ſuch a motion ; which is beautifully repreſented 
to us, by that expreſſive image, of God's sETT1NG theſe lights 
in the firmament of the heaven, to give light upon the earth, &c. 


And here let it be obſerved, that as the greater light the ſun, 


ſtands in the ſame relation to every primary planet in the Syſtem, 
as it does to the earth; and as the fatellites of Jupiter and Sa- 
turn, bear a ſimilar relation to their primaries, as the moon bears 
to our earth, the application of the Maſalc text to every primary 


planet, as well as to the earth, in the following paraphraſe, will . 


fully demonſtrate the truth of our firſt propoſition, viz. That the 
Mosaic CREATION #s an hiftorical account of the creation and 
formation of the Solar or Planetary Syftem ; excluſive of — . other 
Being, or . of Bemgs, in the Univerſe. 


The F ourth Day Paraphraſed. 


Ver. 14. And God Jaid, Let there be lights, [luminous bodies, 
ſet, placed, arranged] in the firmament of the heaven [of the earth 
and every primary planet, in ſuch a manner, as] 7o divide mi- 


nutely, and with the utmoſt aſtronomical preciſion and exactneſs, 


N to 


_—_ 
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to divide] the day from the night : and let them be [ſo ſet, placed, 
arranged, that they may be] for ſigns, [to diſtinguiſh times] 
and for ſeaſons, and 2 "__ _ Nears, [to every F 
planet.] (1). 


Ver. 1 5. And let them be for lights [for luminous bodies] in the 
firmament of the heaven, [of every primary planet] ta give hght 


[their various light] upon the earth. lupon Jupiter, Saturn, Ke. ] 
and it was yh 


Ver. 16. And Ged, 0 the firſt day) had awd [for the earth 
two, for Jupiter, five, and for Saturn, fix] great hghts; the 
greater light [the ſun] to rule [to govern, to regulate] the day; 
[from its firſt dawning, to its ſetting in darkneſs on every primary 
planet] and the lefſer light [the moon, and of the other planets, 
the leſſer lights, the moons] and the flars [the other primary 


planets] 70 rule [to govern and regulate} the night, [on each of 
them.] 


Ver. 17. And [by impreſſing the planets with an uniform projec- 
tile motion in ſtreight lines, and at the ſame moment of time 
communicating to the ſun, and to every body in the Syſtem, a power 
of attraction, or gravitation] God ſet [placed] them in the firma- 
ment of the heaven [of each of the primary planets, rwe] 170 give 


light upon the earth | five to give light upon Jupiter, and 1 * to 

enlighten Saturn. 
Ver. 1 I And to rule over [to govern and regulate] the day, and | 

over the night ; Ion each of them] and to divide the various] light [of 


(1) Sonala Ss guroy ésljεννον [Tor IIAGVT ] monous O OEOS, FOUKIN FEI 
TAS IEPISOPAS, dc 1 9:J:pov meproÞos he, r woe, re inlet Ipſoram ergo 
planetarum corpora ita fabrefacta et compoſita COLLOCAVIT DEUS AD MOTUS/ET 
CIRCUITUS quas alterius [alterutrius] motus deducit, ſeptem quidem illas, quum ut ipſi 
planetæ ſint ſeptem. PLATO, in TIA O. Tom. III. p. 38. Edit. SERRANL, | 
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every day of their different years] from the darkneſs [of every night 


on the earth, and every other planet :] Aud God ſaw that it was 
good ; [that this arrangement of the ſeveral bodies, would anſwer 


all the mechanical purpoſes, for which he deſigned them, when 


he created them, to make them, to form them, into a Syſtem, a A 
Syſtem of habitable worlds.] 


Ver. 19. And the evening and the morning were [on the Earth, 
on the planets, Venus and Mars,] the fourth [on Jupiter and 
Saturn, the ninth] day. 


4 The ſum of this moſt conciſe, yet full and comprehenſive ac- 
count of creation, when ſtripped of its antient dreſs, in which the 
| hiſtorian received it from the creator, is— That in the beginning 


of time, as time is meaſured to the inhabitants of the earth, and 


of every planet in the Syſtem, God, out of nothing, out of no 
pre- exiſting materials, commanded into Being, the ſeveral maſſes 
of matter, of which the ſun, the moon, and every other planet, 
with the comets of our Syſtem, were formed. That the earth, 
and every other of theſe bodies, were eee mere maſſes of 
matter; each of them a diſtinct, confuſed fluid chaos; without 
any form, except what aroſe from that gravity, or parti- 
cular tendency of their ſeveral particles to the centres of their 
reſpective maſſes; void of motion, light, and heat (1); when 
the Spirit of God impreſſed a violent motion on the fluid ſur- 
faces of every planet, and of the ſun itſelf (2): at the ſame mo- 


ment God commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs Let there 


be light, he ſaid, —and the immenſe chaotic body of the ſun in- 
ſkantancouſly became a globe of fire; and there was light (3). On 
the ſecond day of our earth, and on thoſe days of the other 
planets, that coincided in the whole, or in part with our ſecond, 
© (x) Prop. IV. VI. (2) Prop. VIII. (3) Prop. VIII. 
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10 The MOSAIC THEORY 


God made atmoſpheres, to all the bodies in the Syſtem. On 
our third, and the correſpondent days of Jupiter, Saturn, &c. 
God ſeparated the waters from the dry land, on every planet, 
agreeable to our Prop. X. (1). On our fourth day, that grand 
day of creation, when the Syſtem was completed, God impreſſed 
the primary planets, with their annual motion round the ſun ; 
their moons, with a motion round their primaries ; and the co- 
mets, with their periodicaF motions ; and at the ſame time, fixed, 


and eſtabliſhed the law of UNIVERSAL GRAVITY to every body 
in the Syſtem (2). 


This is the Turokv, the Mosaic THEORY, OF THE SOLAR 
oR PLANETARY SYSTEM. And ſure I am, that nothing could 
have been more natural, or indeed more philoſophical, in a pro- 
feſſed hiſtory of the creation of ſuch a Syſtem, than for the 
writer to aſcribe to the firſt Almighty cauſe, the giving being 

to matter, to the ſeveral diſtin&t maſſes of matter, of which the 
various bodies. in the Syſtem were formed ;—to ſpecify the ſtate 
and condition of theſe bodies, when they came out of the hands 
of the creator; to deſcribe the manner of his preparing them 
for the purpoſes they were reſpectively to ſerve;—and then to dif- 
cover to us the- wonderful method, which the Almighty took, in 
forming them into a Syſtem, by eſtabliſhing thoſe laws of na- 


ture (3) by which his all- powerful hand directs, and yen; the 
amazing frame. 


We 


(1) 3 X. That every CRE that rolls abaut the ſun, was ; formed, in the 
ſame manner, as the earth was formed. 


(2) Prop. IX, That general gravity, did not take place in our r Syſtem, till the 
fourth Day. 

(3) To this original bnhment of the laws of nature, the prophet JeREMIAN 
manifeſtly refers, ch. XXXI. 35. Thus ſaith the Lord, which giveth the ſun for a 
light by day, and the ordinances of the moon, aud of the- lars, for a light by night. —. 


Ang. 
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Me have already obſerved, that among the various references 
and alluſions. to the work of the different days of the creation, 
ſcattered up and down in the ſacred writings, the author of the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſpeaking of the creation, has given a 
ſtriking teſtimony to our interpretation of the very firſt words of 
Moſes (1). But ſince we have gone through the proof of thoſe 
propoſitions, which ſeem to us to contain, the true principles on 
which the Mo/aic doctrine of creation is founded, and which ap- 
pear to be the ſame with thoſe, by which the Copernican Syſtem 
ſubſiſts; give me leave to confirm and eſtabliſh what we have ad- 
vanced on this ſubject, by producing a paſſage in the writings of 
another inſpired writer, in which the creation of the Solar, or 
f "TER Kana" is graphically deſcribed. 


PsALM XIX. ver. 1426. 


1. The heavens the heavenly bodies, the ſun, the moon, and the- 
other planets, which in the beginning God created with the 
earth, declare the glory, the infinite power, and incomprehenſi- 

ble wiſdom, of God: and the firmament, in which he ſet them, 

to give light upon the earth, and upon Jupiter, Saturn, &c. 

and to rule over the day, and over the night, and to divide the 
light from the darkneſs, on each of them; and to be for ſigns, 


and for ſeaſons, and for days and years; the firmament /berveth- 
his handy work. 


2. Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth know- 
edge. And becauſe God hath divided, imparted, them unto all 


J. nations under heaven (2), there i 15 No Speech nor language where 
their voice is not heard. 


And that. this eſtabliſhment was to laſt as long as the Syſtem, he adds, ver. 36. 

If thoſe ordinanees depart N before ak ſaith the Lord, then————i. e. they ſhall. 
never depart.” | 

(1) See p. 26, 27. (2) Deut. IV. 19. 

8 — Their 
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4. Their line their regular motions, in their reſpeQive orbits, 7s 


gone out, is diſcovered, through all the earth, and their words 
proclaim the almighty mover, to the end, to the utmoſt parts, of 
the world: in them, in the midſt of them, in the centre, hath 
be ſet, placed, a tabernacle, a place of reſidence, for the fun. 

5. Which, glorious in his apparel, is as a bridegroom coming out of 
his chamber, of the Eaſt ; and, travelling in the rg of 5 
ſtrength, rejoiceth as a Prong man to run a race. 


6. His going forth, to run his daily courſe, is from the end 7 Bea- 


ven, from that point of the heaven, that terminates our fight 
in the eaſt, and his circuit unto the ends of it, in the weſtern ho- 


rizon: and there is nothing, no body in the Syſterg, hid fron, 


or deprived of, the light, or, Fe heat thereof, 
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CH AP. It 
Of GRAVIT v. 


\R AV IT v is that principle or law of nature, whereby all 
bodies, and all the particles of bodies, gravitate towards 
each other. The immortal NR w To conſiders the tendency itſelf, 
to whatever cauſe ſuch effect may be owing, whether to a 
power inherent in the bodies themſelves, or to the impulſe of 
an external agent; yet he no where aſſerts this property to be 
eſſential to matter: and indeed, if motion, in general, be not, 
how is it poſſible that gravity, which is a ſpecies of motion, 
ſhould be eſſential to matter ? 


: But PIT ſo ſenſible a phænomenon cannot be accounted for, 


on philoſophical principles, ſome light may, perhaps, be thrown 


on this intricate ſubject, by Moſes. For, from what has been 


advanced, i in our explication of his doctrine of the creation, ny 
not the two following corollaries be admited ? 


CoROLLARY 1. 


„„ Thar particular gravity, whereby the particles of all * 


* mutually tend to each other, and to the centres of their re- 


_— ſpective maſſes, is coeval with the creation of thoſe bodies, or 


« of the maſſes of matter of which, at their creation, they 
« conſiſted.” 


'CoRors 


Md hn 
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CoROLLARY II. 

IT. But “ That the principle or law of univerſal gravity was 

« impreſſed, by the creator, on all the bodies of the Solar w” 
e ſtem, on our fourth day.“ 


That all Fe bodies in the Solar Syſtem were created, with a 
particular tendency of their particles to each other, and to the 
centres of their reſpective maſſes; or, that immediately upon 
their creation, this particular tendency was ſuperadded by their 
creator, is evident, from their having been created diſtinct bodies, 
different and diſtinct maſſes of matter, in a fluid chaotic ſtate: 
and that they were, at their creation, ſpheres, the conſequence 
of this particular tendency, is evident, from the preſent demon- 
ſtrated figure of each of them, the neceſſary effect of their rota- 
tion about their reſpective axes, whilſt they were in a fluid 
ſtate ; for no bodies, except ſpheres, by a rotation about their 
axes, could poſſiby acquire the form of oblate ſpheroids (1). The 
ſphericity of the earth, which depends upon, as it is the effect 
of this particular gravity, 1s beautifully repreſented by a moſt 
antient inſpired writer, when, ſpeaking of creation, he ſfays,— 
(2) He hangeth the earth upon nothing—upon its centre, a mere 
imaginary point, which is nothing ; ; and as the other bodies of 
the Syſtem, were at their creation, in ſimilar circumſtances, it is 


natural to conclude, that the creator hangeth them” all upon 
nothing. | 


But though the - of theſe ſeparate and diſtin maſſes 
of matter, had from the beginning a tendency to their reſpective 
centres; yet the bodies themſelves had no ſuch tendency to FS 


(1) See Moſes and Bolingbroke, B. 433, 24- 


(2) Job. XXVI. 7. He fretcheth out the north over the emply place, and "CLAM 
the earth upon nothing. 


5 other, 


other, for that the planets, &c. did not from the beginning, gra- 
vitate towards the ſun, nor the ſun towards the planets, &c. for 
the ſpace of three of our days, is very evident, from this ſingle 
conſideration ; that though they reyolved about their reſpective 
axes, the bodies themſelves remained, otherwiſe, at reſt, in 
thoſe portions of ſpace, which they poſſeſſed at their creation, 
till our fourth day (1). For Moses is expreſs, that three even- 
ings, and three mornings had been completed on our earth, be- 


fore God sET, or PLACED, the great lights in the firmament of 


the heaven, to give light, their various light, upon the earth, 
and to be for figns and for ſeaſons, and for days and years: 
Now, as theſe mighty effects have becn conſtantly and invariably 
produced, by the annual motion of the primary planets, about 
the ſun, and the periodical and ſynodical motions of the moons, 
about their primaries ; God's ETH TIN the great lights in the fir- 
mament of the heavens of every primary, can have no other poſſi- 


ble meaning, than his impreſſing theſe bodies with ſuch motions, 


as would produce the above-mentioned effects. 


It is evident, that the primary planets are carried about the 


ſun, and the moons about their primaries, by a motion com- 
pounded of a projectile force, according to the tangents of their 


orbs, and the power of gravity. Now, ſince no other motion 
had hitherto been communicated, to any body in the Syſtem, ex- 
' cept that which cauſed them to revolve about their reſpective 
axes; and ſince Gravity is not innate, inherent, and eſſential to 
matter (2) ; the bodies thendedves muſt have been, (as we have 

before 


69 See p. 545 55. 


(2) * That Gravity,” (fays Sir gar Newton) © ſhould be innate, inherent, and 
(c eſſential to matter, ſo that one body may act upon another at a diſtance through 
&« a vacuum, without the mediation of any thing elſe, by and through which their 


action and force may be conveyed from one to another, is to me ſo great an 
O | 6 eee 


* j 
\ OI» -S | 
» TT. 
4 — 


the SOL AR, er PLANETARY, SYSTEM. 105 


e 
3 83 
N 
* 8 
. . ͤ —˙¹Owü Ü... ˙— 1 He on gs 0 IR Lee 


* . — 
838 — — J — 2 —— = _ 


— —— ——— 


_" 


82 n 


2 - 


i on 2 3 2 : * 1 * — 
3 7 
3 _ 4 — N — 


2 9x aa KF. — 
* — . A 


> * aq 


REPS. 


— — 


106 The MOSAIC THEORY! 5 


before obſerved,) at reſt. But as the primary planets move 
about the ſun, and the moons about their primaries, by means 
of this compound motion, the projectile force muſt, not only 
have been impreſſed on them, in their original places of reſt, but, 
becauſe this force was impreſſed, according to the tangents of 
their ſeveral orbs, they muſt, at their creation, haye been placed, 
at the ſame preciſe diſtances from the ſun, and the moons at the 
ſame diſtances from their primaries, as are their preſent mean 


diſtances. Since, therefore, the planets, &c. were originally 


placed within the ſphere of the ſun's action, before the impreſ- 
ſion of a projectile force, if Gravity had been innate, inherent, 
and eſſential to matter, the planets, with the comets, would all 
have gravitated to, and have been abſorpt in, the ſun : and if 
the projectile force had been impreſfed before the power of Gra- 


vity had taken place, © they would” (by the firſt law of motion) 


have perſevered in that direction, not ſtopping, or remitting their 
« courſe, till interrupted or otherwiſe diſturbed by ſome new power 


« impreſſed ;” but they were projected in ſtrait lines, and yet by 


the power of Gravity, are to this day preſerved in their reſpective 
orbs; both theſe forces, therefore, muſt have been impreſſed at 
one, and the ſame moment of time. Now, ſince the great lights 
were not ſet, placed, in the firmament of the heaven, till the 
fourth day ; and they could not have been ſet there, for the pur- 
poſes they were to ſerve, and do, to this day, continue to ſerve, 
but by the Creator's impreſſing the planets, &c. according to the 
tangents of their orbs, and at the fame time fixing and eſtabliſh- 
ing the law of univerſal n theſe two powers muſt have been 


4 abſurdity, that I believe no man who has, in | philoſophical matters, a compe- 
« tent faculty of thinking, can ever fall into. Gravity muſt be cauſed by an 
<< agent acting conſtantly, according to certain laws; but whether this agent be 


„ material or immaterial, I leave. to the conſideration of my readers.” Four Let- 
ters to Dr. Bentley. 


commu- 


acting conſtantly according to ſtated laws (1) ;” theſe laws 


are with the greateſt propriety called, the Laws oF NATURE; 


fame. But if, on the firſt day, the Creator did communicate to 
the ſeveral bodies in the Syſtem, a motion round their axes; and 
on the fourth, did impreſs the planets with their annual motion 


of the formation of his Syſtem... 


c reſt, or motion, that if once at reſt, they remain ſo, till diſturb- 
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communicated to the ſeveral bodizs in the Syſtem on this 
fourth day. 


> . [IM 2 N 5 * "x of 
2 2 4 - -4 
* , D Ae IS, 2. — Ss - 4 8 * 3 
3 22 — -> r = > * —_— a - 2 1 
8 2 — 55 9 . N 2 — 
2 eee RS © 4 . ww. — OY PET a - "ot "GY — E 8 = <4 
- b - k - = my A 1 2 
r 3 1 TW = 


8 


— e 
2 8 
Fe 4 3 
8 
3 


If, therefore, the principles, on which the Syſtem of Mosrs 
is formed, be the fame with thoſe, by which the Solar or Plane- 
tary Syſtem is governed; and if © Gravity is cauſed by an agent 
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muſt have been coeval with the Syſtem ; for which reaſon they 


that is, the laws which the Almighty agent impoſed on the mo- q 1 
tions, impreſſed by him, when he formed the Syſtem. The laws — 
of NATURE, therefore, and the general laws of MOTION, as far as: 
they relate to the Syſtem, and every body in the Syſtem, are the 


round the ſun, it will be expected, that ſome manifeſt traces of 
the general laws of motion, ſhould appear in 1 the Mejarc account 


Let us Shar oe, how -the general laws of motion may be ap- 
plied to, or coincide with, the Męſaic doctrine of motion and. 
reſt. | Ws. 


The Zi of Motion. 
The firſt Ou is, ©. That all bodies have ſuch an indifference to 
ed by ſome power acting upon them: but if once put in mo- 1 
4 tion, they perſiſt in it; continuing to move right forwards per- . AF 


« petually, after the power, which gave the motion, is removed; 
and alſo preſerving the ſame degree of velocity or mnt, as 


(1): See the preceding note. 
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« was firſt communicated, not ſtopping, or remitting their courſe 


« till interrupted or otherwiſe diſturbed by ſome new power 
r 


The ſecond law is, That the alteration of the ſtate of any 
** body, whether from reſt to motion, or from motion to reſt, or 


e from one degree of motion to another, is always proportional 
* 10 the force impreſſed.” 


The third law is, “ That whew-s any body acts upon . the 


« action of that body upon the other, is OR by the contrary 
* reaction of that other body upon the firſt. 


Theſe laws are found ſo univerſally to belong to bodies, that 
there is no motion known, which is not regulated by them. 
And here it is worthy of a peculiar remark, that the firſt of 
theſe general laws of motion, is founded on the ſuppoſition, that 
reſt is, both in nature and reaſon, prior to motion. All bodies 
« have ſuch an indifference to reſt and motion, that if once at reſt 
(and ſince motion 1s not eſſential to matter, all bodies are at reſt 
till they are once put in motion) © they remain fo, till diſturbed 
« by ſome power acting upon them.” This is perfectly agree- 
able to the doctrine of Moss; for the ſun, and every planet in 
the Syſtem, were at reſt, till they were diſturbed by the power, 
that, acting upon their ſeveral. ſurfaces, cauſed them to move 
about their reſpective axes; and this motion, (by the ſame law) 
they * perſiſted in,” for three days, © continuing to move in 
«© the ſame direction, and with the ſame velocity, as was firſt 
« communicated,” (for theſe days were equal). And as this 
motion was about their axes only, their centres muſt have re- 
mained at reſt ; the bodies themſelves, therefore, muſt have 'been 
abſolutely at teſt; that is, they muſt have remained in the ſame 
portions of abſolute, and immoveable ſpace, which they poſſeſſed 


at 
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at their creation. Here, likewiſe, (by the ſame law) „ the ſun, 
* and every planet and comet, would have remained, continu- 
ing to revolve about their axes, till interrupted, or otherwiſe 
« diſturbed by ſome new power impreſſed,” which ſhould re- 
move them from their original places of reſt. 


Now, if no new power had been impreſſed, there old have 
been no other poſſible diſtinction, than of evenings and mornings, 


days and nights; and as the days would have been equal to the 
nights, on every planet, there could have been no ſigns, nor dif- 
_ ference of ſeaſons, or of days, or years, to any planet in the Sy- 
ſtem. But new powers were, on this fourth day, impreſſed; 


the planets and comets, were projected in ſtreight lines, accord- 
ing to the tangents of their orbs, or their trajeCtories ; and at 


the ſame time, with a power of gravitating towards the ſun : 
hence, (according to the ſecond law of motion, whereby, < if 
* the new power be impreſſed obliquely, there will ariſe an ob- 
« lique motion, differing more or leſs from the former direction, 
& according as the new impreſſion is greater or leſs,) hence, I ſay, 
there would neceſſarily ariſe an oblique motion, compounded of 
the two differently-directed forces, which would carry the pri- 


mary planets and comets about the ſun, and the moons about 
their primaries. | 


But the body of the ſun was, at the ſame moment of time, 


impreſſed with the power of attracting, or gravitating towards 


the planets, &c. and this power of attraction, or gravitation, 
being now mutual, they muſt have been cauſed mutually to at- 
tract, or gravitate towards each other from the beginning, ac- 
cording to the third general law of motion, viz. © That action and 
« reaction are equal.” For as the ſun acts upon the planets, &c. 


the action of the ſun upon them, is equalled by the action of 
the W &c. upon the ſun. 


ee 145 Hence, 
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110 The MOSAIC [THEORY ff 
Hence, it evidently appears, that THESE GENERAL LAWS OP 
MOTION, were fixed and eſtabliſhed, as THE LAws OF NATURE 
by the creator, when he, on the fi day, impreſſed a violent mo- 


tion on the ſurfaces of the earth, and all the heavenly bodies, which 


cauſed them to move about their axes; and on the fourth day, 
when he SET the ſun, and the moons, in the firmaments of the 
heavens of the ſeveral primary planets in the Syſtem, in ſuch a 
manner, as to produce thoſe effects on each of them, as would be 


the neceſſary conſequences of thoſe compound motions, by which 


alone, they could have been SET IN THE HEAVENS, TO BE FOR 
SIGNS, AND FOR SEASONS, AND FOR DAYS AND YEARS. 


the SOLAR, or PLANETARY, SYSTEM. 


. 


General Scholluu. 4 
Be MoskEs' works your ſtudy and delight; 1 
Read them by day, and meditate by night; 4 


Thence form your judgments, thence your notions bring, 1 
And trace RELIGION upwards to its ſpring. | | | f K 


GENESIS, Car. I. 


{XD el 1H IT aide ik Ke alt made and be⸗ 
hold it was very good. And the evening and the 
morning were the fixth day. 


Vet. ©. 
31. 


CA. II. 
1. Thus the heavens, [the heavenly bodies, ] and the earth, were 
finiſhed, even all the hoſt of them. 


2. And on the ſeventh day God ended his work which he had 
made: And he reſted on the ſeventh day from all his 
work, which he had made. 


3. And God bleſſed the ſeventh day, and anRified it : becauſe, 
that in it he had reſted from. all his work, which God 
created to make. 


As the inftierion of a ſabbath, or day of reſt, in conſequence 

of God's reſting, or ceaſing, from the work of creation, ab- 

ſolutely depends upon, and is a neceſſary part of, the Mo/arc crea- 
tion; and, as that is a hiſtory of the creation and formation of | 
| 3 the 


"oi 
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the Solar or Planetary Syſtem ; may not the following propoſition 
be admitted as a GENERAL SCHOLIUM, naturally flowing from 
his doctrine of creation? To wit; © That when God had creat- 
« ed the Syſtem, he became the. ſovereign Lord of the ſame, 

and inſtantly claimed his right of dominion, over the rational 
and intelligent part of the creation, by inſtituting a ſabbath, 


or day of holy reſt, to the — of every primary planet 
« in the Syſtem.” 


cc 
66 


cc 


The authors of the Univerſal Hiftory, ſay, Whether the ob- 
« ſervation of the ſabbath, or ſeventh day, be as old as the crea- 
tion, as ſome authors, both Jews and Chriſtians, will have it; 
from Gen. II. 3. or whether that text means no more, than 
« that Gop ſet apart that day to be afterwards obſerved by the 
Iſraelites, as the far greater. part of the. fathers and chriſtian 
commentators underſtand it; is a queſtion——more curious than 
„important (1).” 


cc 


cc 


«cc 


But, as there is not, perhaps, any duty, except the worſhip of 
the one true God, more ſtrongly inſiſted on, or more frequently 
inculcated, in the Old Teſtament, than the obſervation of the 
ſabbath, or ſeventh day; and, as the puniſhment of the idolater, 
nay, the enticer to idolatry, and of the profaner of the ſabbath, 

was the ſame (2); it ſhould ſeem that, in the eſtimation of the 
lawgiver, the profanation of the ſabbath; was a crime equal to 
idolatry: And, indeed, if he that made the heavens and the 
carth, even all the hoſt of them, (for hereby is the true God 
diſtinguiſhed from idols) (3) did really ſanctify the ſeventh day; 
the denying him the ſervice of his own ax * a | natural ten- 


* ? * * N. 
55 4 F 


00 Univer, Zip, Vol. Wl. p. 15. -. Ea. 8vo. 0 5 
(2) Deut. XIII. 10. XVII. 5. Numb. XV, 35. | 
(3) Pſal. XCVL. 4, 5. 


dency, 
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dency, to alienate the mind from all religion ; which is, if Po- 


ble, worſe than Kolatry. 


It is not at all ſurprizing, that in their endeavouring to trace 
up planetary worſhip as near as poſſible to its ſource, theſe 
learned gentlemen ſhould determine for the curious, rather than 
the important fide, of the above queſtion, when they have ſug- 


' geſted a reaſon for the ſuperior antiquity of the ſabbath, or ſeventh 
day, of fo very curious a nature, that whoever admits it, may ſtrike 


the fourth commandment out of the decalogue. They ſay, * God 
« created the world, or this Syſtem, in ſix days, and reſted the 
t ſeventh. This was the foundation of the Antediluvian, as well 
« as the Hebrew week and ſeems to be the reaſon, that the 


number ſeven, was ſo remarkable both amongſt the Antediluvians, 


ce and the Hebrew. Now it is obſervable, that there is 
« a ſurpriſing analogy, betwixt the days of the original week, 
« and the Syſtem then created. The ſix primary planets (for 
« the moon is the ſatellite of the earth) move round the ſun, 
« which is fixed, or at reſt, and together they are in number, 


„ ſeven. This anſwers exactly to the fix days of work or mo- 


« tion, and one of reſt, in all ſeven, of which the original 
<© week did conſiſt. Thus the Mo/arc account of the creation, is 
«« a ſymbolical deſcription of the world, or Syſtem created. And 


„ ſuch deſcriptions as theſe were perfectly agreeable to the 


£6 genius of the Oriental, eſpecially the Egyptians, in the firſt 
« ages, and particularly in that wherein Moſes lived (1).” 
«« As infinite power cannot be confined in its productions, to any 
«« particular part of duration, and as the manner of every one of 
the divine operations muſt, be calculated to ſerve ſome wile 
« end; we may preſume, that there was ſome final cauſe, why 
4 the world, or this Syſtem, was created in preciſely fix days, 


(1) Univerſ. Hiſt, Vol. XVII. p. 269. | 17 
1 « which, 


% which, in conjunction with a /eventh, formed the firſt period 
«« of time. Now it will not be eaſy to aſſign a more rational 
one, than we have hinted above, to wit, that this was done 
« with a deſign, to point out to the firſt inhabitants of the earth, 
« the principal parts of which the Syſtem then-created, did conſiſt: 

« as likewiſe to remind them in a particular manner, every 
« ſeventh day, that theſe ſeven. heavenly bodies were ereated by 
„ Gop, mtirely dependent upon him, and therefore, ought not to 
be eſteemed as objects of adoration, The great propenſity of 
% mankind in after ages, particularly: the Hebrews, God's own 
people, to this ſpecies of falſe worſhip, adds no ſmall weight 
« to our hypotheſis (1 ). 1 


ce 


ch 


ce 


It is true, that Gop created the world, or chis Syſtem, in 
« fix days, and reſted the ſeventh.” * And this was the foun- 


& dation of the Autediluuian, as well as the Hebrew week.“ 
Now if the days had been the ſame, on every planet in the Sy- 
item, as on the earth, there might, perhaps, have been ſome 
plauſible pretence, for this ſurpriſing analogy, between the days of 
the original week, and the Syſtem then created :. but ſince the 
earth is but one of the planets that God created in fix days, 
which in conjunction with the ſeventh, formed the firſt period of 
time to us; if the analogy does not hold betwixt the days that 
formed the firſt period of time, on the planet Jupiter, and. the 
Syſtem created, (for Jupiter is a planet of the ſame Syſtem,) the 
fancied analogy is loſt. For inſtance, © God created the world, 
«« or this Syſtem, in /ourteen days, as days are meaſured to the 
inhabitants of that planet, and reſted the f/eenth :* This 
would have been the foundation of the firſt period of time, on 
Jupiter, or the firſt Jovial week; and, conſequently, the number 
Fifteen, would have been as remarkable amongſt the inhabitants of 


(x) Uaverſ. Hift, Vol. XVII. p. 272. 
Jupiter, 
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Jupiter, as the number ſever has been with us. Since, thers- 
fore, Jupiter is a planet of the ſame Syſtem, and was created 
with the earth; it is very evident, that there can be no poſſible 
analogy, betwixt the days of the firſt period of time on Jupiter, 
or the firſt Jouial week, and the Syſtem then created; and, con- 
ſequently, the Me/axc account of creation, cannot poſlibly be, a 


ſymbolical deſcription of the world, or Syſtem created. 


But let us now change the queſtion, with the planet, and aſk, 
(as an inhabitant of Jupiter might aſk) © why God created the 
* world, or their Syſtem, in preciſely fourteen days, and reſted 
„ the fifteenth?” and we ſhall diſcover a very remarkable, and 
ſurpriſing analogy, betwixt the days of our original week, and 
the days of the firſt period of time, on Fupiter, and, indeed, on 
every planet in the Syſtem ; for the Syſtem was finiſhed on our 


ſixth day; on the fixth of Venus, and Mars; and on the fourteenth. 


of . and Saturn (1). 


"Name it was fit and reaſonable, in the nature of things, worthy 
of the Lord and Governor of the Syſtem, to appoint to his ra- 
tional and intelligent creatures, ſome fixed and ſtated portion of 
time, for the celebration of his infinite perfe&ions, ſo par- 


ticularly diſcovered to them, in the creation and formation of 
their Syſtem. 


Here then, we may plainly diſcern the true FINAL CAusz, 
why the world, or this Syſtem, was created in preciſely ſix days, 
as days are meaſured to us; to wit, to introduce the ſeventh, as 
a day of holy reſt. It is true, © Infinite power cannot be con- 
+ fined in its productions, to any particular part of duration; 


but if, from the narrowneſs of our conceptions of the divine be- 


(1) See the annexed Tables. 
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ing, and his operations, we extend the ſeveral acts of creation. to 


any part of duration, beyond what the creator himſelf has re- 


vealed. to us, we ſhall greatly err. We have authority from him, 


who made the world, or this Syſtem, to ſay,— In fix days the 


Lord made heaven and earth (1); but we have no authority to 
ſay.— God was employed fix days in making the heaven and the 
earth: whereas, in. the hiſtory: of the creation, notwithſtanding 


the ſpecification of the days of God's working, he is repreſented 


in all the majeſty of omnipotence, as finiſhing the different parts 
of his work, in 81x MOMENTS,—He ſpake, and it was (2) — Let 
there be light—and there was hght (3) — Let there be a firmament— 
and if was fo (4). It. is very evident, therefore, that theſe Mo- 


MENTS are, with divine propriety,. called (for Gop himſelf 
named them) Days; becauſe no other act, or acts, of the divine | 
wiſdom and power were effected, between the evenings of any 


two days, except what are recorded in the hiſtory, to have been 
effected, in thoſe particular parts of duration. Now, it will not 
be eaſy to aſſign, (we do not ſay a more rational, but) any other 
reaſon, than what we have given above; for the ſpecification of 
the days of the creation, muſt neceſſarily argue ſome deſign, 


worthy of infinite wiſdom; becauſe, a bare relation of the facts, 


in the ſame order, in which they lie, in the ſacred text, would 


have been, to a. tittle, the ſame, if the days had not been num- 
bered; and a relation of the ſame facts, or the ſeveral particulars 
of the creation and formation of the heavens, the heavenly bodies, 
and Jupiter, as a planet, would have been the ſame account of 


the creation and formation of the world,, or Syſtem. then. 
created. 


Since, therefore, notwithſtanding that the work of creation. 
was performed in sIx MoMEN TS, and yet was. not finiſhed till 


(1) Exod. XX. 11. 42) Pal, XXXIII. 9. (3) Gen. I. 3. (4) Ver. 6, 7: 
1 aur 
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our ſixth day; what concluſion can be more natural, than * that 
« the true final cauſe, why the world, or this Syſtem, was 
% created, in preciſely six of our days, was to introduce a 
« SEVENTH, as a SABBATH, or day of holy reſt, to the inhabi- 
e tants of this earth?“ 


But the force, and propriety of this final. cauſe increaſes, in 
proportion. to the number of the primary planets in the Solar 
Syſtem. For, as we have elſewhere demonſtrated (1), that 
te the ſeveral changes produced. on the chaos of the earth, may, 
« with the ſame hiſtorical truth, be applied, mutatis nene, 
* to the chaos of Jupiter and the other primary planets ;” ſo the 
inſtitution of a ſabbath, or day of holy reſt, is equally applica- 
ble to the inhabitants of Jupiter, Saturn, &c. thus — And the 
evening and the morning were the day. Thus the heavens, the 
heavenly 3 55 and were finiſhed, even all the hoſt of them. 
And on the = God ended his work which he had made: And 
he reſted on the day, from all his work which he had made. And 


God bleſſed the —— day, and ſanctiſied it; becauſe that in 1 be had 
reſted from all his work, which God created and made. 


As this has been MID (2) exemplified in ſubſtituting the 
planet Jupiter, in the room of the Earth, give me leave further 
to confirm the truth of our general Scholium, by. the. annexed 
tables, which contain the different days, on Venus, Mars, Fupiter, 
and Saturn, and their coincidence with the correſponding days, 
or parts of days, on our planet; whereby we ſhall plainly ſee, 
that as our ſabbath, or day of reſt, was. the day,. that. immedi- 
ately ſucceeded the laſt day of the creation of the: earth.; ſo the 
fbbaths appointed. to the inhabitants of the other planets, were: 


6) See Moſer-and Bolingbroke, p. 56. (2). Ibid. p. 59—55. 
ET 
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the days that immediately ſucceeded the laſt day of the creation 
of their reſpective planets, 


That in theſe tables, we have juſtly fixed the beginning of 
the firſt day, will evidently appear, from what has been already 


_ demonſtrated (1); 


460 


cc 
CE 


cc 


cc 


cc 


.6C 


ce 


PP 
«Cc 
£c 
by 
440 
£c 
£6 


£6 


ce 


40 


«8 


to wit, That when the ſun firſt ſhone upon 
the earth, and indeed, upon every planet in the Syſtem, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have appeared in its meridian glory. The beginning, 
therefore, of the firſt day, muſt neceſſarily be fixed to that mo- 
ment of time, when the ſun was in the meridians of the firſt- en- 
lightened hemiſpheres, of the earth, and every planet.— Now, as 
the diurnal motion of the planets is from Weſt to Eaſt ; as ſoon 


as ever the ſun had paſſed to the weſtward of thoſe firſt meridi- 


ans ; that is, the moment the ſun began to decline, the evening On 
each of them commenced. Since, therefore, the firſt natural day 
is to be reckoned from the appearance of the ſun, in the meridians 
of the carth and every planet; and ſince Gop called the dark- 
neſs, or the abſence of the ſun, night ; when the ſun ſhould 
be in the meridians of the oppoſite hemiſpheres, it would be 
midnight to the firſt-enlightened, we have two principal parts 
of time aſcertained; to wit, the true aſtronomical evening and 
morning; for as aſtronomers as well as Moſes reckon their 
morning, from the time of midnight, to that of noon, or 
mid-day ; their evening, or poſt meridiem, muſt be, like the 
evening of My ofes, from noon, or mid-day, to mid-night. 


Now, as Venus revolves about ner axis, once in twenty-three 


Hours, her days would correſpond with Ours, according to the 
following table: | 


(1) See P+ 395 60. | 
VENUS. 
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VINus. 15 Tux EARTH. 
Her firſt Day began = —- — on Sunday, at 12 at noon. 
— ended. „ - Monday, - 11 à. n. 
ſecond — ended - - - = Tueſday, - 10 4. m. 
third — ended = = = Wedneſday, g a. m. 
fourth — ended - - — Thurſday, 8 4. . 
fifth — ended - - Friday, - 7 4. m. 
fixth — ended - Saturday, - 6 a. . 
ſeventh — ended —- - Sunday, - 5 4. m. 


_——_= 5 Tur EARTH. 

As this planet performs one revolution about. 

its axis, in 24 hours and 40 minutes, 
His firſt Day began on Sunday, at 12 at noon.. 

— — endet - - Monday, - o 400 p. m. 
See — ended - — - Tueſday, - 1 20 Pp. m. 
third — ended - - + »- Wedneſday, 2 Pi. m. 
fourth — ended - —- Thurſday, 2 40 P. mn. 
fifth — ended - » — Friday = 3 20' p. n. 
fixth — ended —- Saturday = 4 Pi. m. 
| ſeventh — ended _ — 8 Sunday an 4. 40 Pp. Mm. 


Though the diurnal. motion of Mercury, from its nearneſs to, 
and of Saturn, from its great diſtance from the Sun, have not 
yet been obſerved ; ; it 1s moſt reaſonable to conclude they revolve, 
each of them, about their axes. But Mr. Hugens is of opinion, 


«. that. all the primary planets revolve about their axes, and 
4 thereby their whole ſurfaces would by turns enjoy the 


light of the ſun (1).” And ſpeaking of the inhabitants 


of Saturn, he ſays, cc. What the length of their days 1s,, cannot 
« certainly. be known ;. but from the diſtance, and the period of 


the innermoſt of Jupiter's, it is likely that they are not longer 


(1) Hugens's Opera, Tom. II. p. 564. 
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<< than the days of Jupiter (t); which are equal to five of our 
<« hours, and the nights of the ſame length (2).“ 


It is ſaid, indeed, that Saturn has not his equatorial, greater 
than his polar diameter; however, on the authority of Moſes, we 
ſcruple not to ſay, that every planet in the Syſtem was impreſſed 
with a violent motion, which carried them about their axes, 
whilſt in a fluid ſtate, and before their atmoſpheres were form- 
ed (3); and therefore, they muſt all of them have their equa- 
Zorial, greater than their polar diameters. 


The days of Jupiter, therefore, (and with Hugens, we ſuppoſe 
the ſame of Saturn) being equal to ten of our hours; 


JueiTER and SATURN. The EARTH. 

Their firſt Day begen = on Sunday, at 12 at noon. 
— ended - - = = Sunday, = 10 P. . 
ſecond — ended - - Monday, - 8 a. m. 
third -— ended - - Monday, = 6 P. m. 
fourth — ended - - - = Tueſday, - 4 4. m. 
fifth -— ended - - - = Tueſday, - 2 P. m. 
fixth — ended - - - = Tueſday, - 12 P. m. 
ſeventh — ended = - - = Wedneſday, 10 4. m. 
eighth — ended - - - = Wedneſday, 8 p. n. 
ninth — ended - - — Thurſday, - 6 2. m. 
tenth — ended - - = . - Thurſday, - 4 p.m. 
eleventh ended = Friday, = 2 4. m. 5 
"twelfth — ended =: - =» F riday, — 12 at noon, 
thirteenth ended - - Friday, — 10 p.m. 
fourteenth ended = - - = Saturday, = 8 4. m. 
fifteenth ended - - - = Saturday, = 6 P. m. 


— 


(1 1) Hugens's Opens Tom. II. p. 702. (2) Ibid; p. 700. (3) See Moſes and 
Bolingbrote, p. 33, 34. | | 
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ADpDEN DA, et CORRIGENDA. 


A T page 60. line 7. "aw queſtion, Should have been iferted 5 
For if the ſun had firſt appeared in the horizon, it muſt 


have appeared either riſing, or ſetting ; if riſing, it could not 
have been noon-day, till after having ſhone for ſome hours, it 
ſhould have reached the meridian ; hence it would follow, that 
the whole hemiſphere was not enlightened when the ſun firſt 
ſhone upon that hemiſphere ;_ which is abſurd. If the ſun had 
firſt appeared ſetting, it muſt have paſſed” the meridian” for ſome 
hours; which is abſurd. But the fact was plainly and evidently 
this; when the ſun firſt ſhone upon the earth, Sc. 


To be added to the Note page 9 3. 


In tho dreadful 1 by which twelve cities in Aſia were overturned, «cj 
« is reported (ſays Tacitus) that huge mountains ſunk into the earth; that OY 
c yere raiſed up into high hills ; and that dreadful flaſhes and eruptions of fire 
<« were ſeen among the ruins.” Univerſal Hift, Vol, XIV. p. 130. 
„ Ficily, which formerly made one continent with Naples, in the year 1693, 
<« by one ſingle earthquake loſt 49 towns and villages, 925 Wande colleges, 
“ and convents, with 93, oo perſons en in the ruins,” Keifler's Travels, 


Vol. II. p. 365. 


to execute the threatened vengeance, add the 


To page 94. 
following Note. 


As the high hills and the mountains, that were covered at the flood, were 
the original mountains and hills that were formed under the waters, before the 
dry land appeared; ſo the poſtdiluvian mountains were formed under the wa- 
ters, before the flood was at the higheſt ; for the ark reſted on the mountains 
of Ararat, And here we cannot omit to obſerve, that. as this threatened ven- 


Q | geance 


' 


geance was brought upon the earth, by natural means; ſo the promiſe of Gon 
to Noan, that the waters ſhould no more become a flood to defiroy all fleſh, was ſecured, 

by natural means; to wit, by the peculiar conſtruction of the new earth, whoſe 
mountains, that bear no proportion to the antediluvian, owed their original to that 
ſubterraneous wind, which God made to paſs through the body of the then-im- 
merſed earth: not that plains were raiſed up into mountains, but that the circum- 
jacent ground, at the foot of every high mountain, ſunk into the abyſs, and 


thereby left theſe amazing monuments of the certainty, and Oy. of the 
deluge. 


E R R A T A. 
Page 15. in the Text, J. 4s 5 dell to rule the night. 


16. 1. 23. dele ſix, 


25. J. 4. from the bottom, after Go. put ) — and 1. 3. PSY 
27. J. 4. for dwwovas, read diwvas. 


35. J. penult. dele ( 

39. J. 7. before and after form, pu, 

43. J. 22. for ; 2 put, 41. E / 4 af cron 

47. l. ult. dele as. | 

65. I. 14. from the bottom, for comps fours, read ewenty-Four hours, 
* 


5. from ihe bottom, for on, read or. 
G7. l. 8. from the bottom, before was, put and, 
78. J. 14. after Earth, put) 
80. 4. 2. in the Note, for 66, read 67. : 
95. J. 5. after ipſi, add planet, | 
105. J. 1 after other, put: 
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Atmoſpheres, one grand mechanical uſe of . y 67, 68 
Beginning, the Moſaic ſenſe of the word. — 18 
Bolingbroke, not to be truſted in his citations. — 33 
Cauſe, final, of the creation in fix days. — — 117 
—— mechanical, of the deluge. "© - —— 79 94 
Chaos, fluid, origin of the general notion of. — 31—39 
Comets, included in the Moſaic Creation. — — 26 
Collection of waters, originally but one. — — 69 
Continent, or continued tract of land, at the creation, but one. 69, 73 
Deep, propriety of the word. — 3 73» 74 
——, the great. — eee 75 
Deluge, a new theory of the. — — 84—94 
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Diſtinction, Moſaic, between creating and making.” — Page 19—22 
Earth, a heavenly body to the other planets. — 23 


Eternity, à parte poſt, illuſtrated. — 28 
Evening and morning, aſtronomical, aſcertained by Moſes, —— 60 
Extent of the Moſaic creation. — - 26 
Firſt meridian, and firſt full moon, on the firſt day of the creation. 60 
Flood, natural cauſe of carrying off the waters of th, — 89—93 
Forms, original, of the bodies of the ſun and planets  —— 70 
Fountains of the great deep, how broken uß. :“ß 87. 
Gravity, particular, coeval with the creation. — — 1093. 
„general, communicated the fourth day. — 104—107. 
Heaven, the heavenly bodies. — —— 22—26 
» hoſt of, —n ß N 24—26 
Keil, his atteſtation to Mr. Whiſtow s comet. — 86, 87. 
Light, let there be, explained. | — —̃ 55 
— illuſtrated, by Plato. — — 366 
* — — = Dr. Tung. ibid. 
— p obſcured, by Hutchinſon. — — 57 
— — — Patrick — bdlid. 
— — — — Pool. n N — 56. 
CS — Shuckford. — 57 
Moſes, ignorant of his own doctrine.— — 10 
Motion, diurnal, of the bodies of the ſyſtem. — 54, 55 
., annual, of the planets. —— 97 
, general laws of. — — 107 
Sabbaths, inſtitution of, to every primary planet. — 115—1 17 
Syſtem, the true notion of, whence, — — 11 
— the ſolar, graphically deſcribed in Pſalm XIX. — 101 


THE END. 


